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THE CITY OF WICHITA

OFFICE OF
The City Manager DATE September 21, 1959

TO L. L. Little, Director of Planning

FROM Frank H. Backstrom, City Manager

SUBJECT Canal Route Study

3it
Attached is a copy of a letter received from Ray E. Dillon,
President of J. S. Dillon and Sons of Hutchinson, Kansas,
relative to the proposed Kellogg interchange and the Canal
Route.

This is sent to you for your consideration in connection with
your study of this nette r.

03,i Frank H. Backstrom

City Manager

FHB:Cfk

Att.

21 43 -„
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Mr„ Fyink H. Baokstro#, City Manage.r
City Building
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DR.59

September 24, 1959

Mr. Denny Klepper
Denny Klepper Oil Company
Box 2362 North Wichita Station
Wichita 4, Kansas

Dear Mr. Klepper:

To: Metropolitan Area Planning Commission has directed me
to .hank you .or your letter of September 14 regarding your
incur at and concern regarding the proposed Canal Route.

6. appreciate citizens interest and we shall look forward
to keeping you informed regarding this subject.

Again, thank you.

Sincerely yours,

L. L. Little

Secretary

LLL:ber

L I it

k
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METROPOLITAN -

0 . PLANNING 29Mr. Roy Little, Plannlne Director,
City of Wichita,

Wichita, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Little:

I have read wlth interest 1.n the local press
the proposals that have been made to reduce the number
of interchp.ges on the Canal Rank Route, and the ross-
ibility of the relocation of some of them to effect a
reduction in Elght-of-Way construction costs.

I wish to command the Planning Commission for
taking the initiative to conduct the studies, for as I
have Dreviously related to you, I felt that the original
layout of the prooosed route was made without regards to
right-of-way and construction costs, and the relocation
of businesses that would te required.

It also seems logical to me to study the
possibility of placing an interchange on the Canal Bank
Route in the area of 29th Street. As I recall the orl-
ginal plan had interchanges at 2lst, 25th and 37th.
Obviously the moving of Ehe interchange from 25th North
to 29th sould more nearly balance access to the North
end industrial area.

The relocation of the nortion of the route
North of 18th along the East Branch of Chisholm Creek
likewise merits study. I commend the Planning Corina-
ission for takinr this new look at the project.

ey Very truly yours,

0 1

mi
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The following information is, as nearly as I can remember, all that was
gathered from a number of agencies concerning the effect of the proposed
canal route location on their activities.

I consulted with Lawrence Wilbur of the Wichita School Board concerning
how the proposed canal route might affect school district boundaries.
The following is a list of schools which would be directly affected by
the proposed location of the canal route. This list represents the
number of students who would be forced to cross the canal at some point . I :..

in order to reach their school.

443 Levy 129, Washington 48, Central 35, Dunbar 64, Horace Mann 53, L,Ouverture
132, Jardine 83, Sowers 49, Mead 230, Willard 37, Roosevelt 84, Skinner 36.

1

Mr. Wilbur also wrote us a letter in which he outlined several proposals f
which he thought would be pertinent to the proposed canal route location.
One of his main suggestions concerned the location of pedestrian crossings
over the canal. This letter was apparently included in the report which is St
missing. However, I'm sure he would be willing to furnish us with this
information again.

Alan Wilkinson, who was at that time in charge of planning for the Wichita
Police Department, was contacted concerning what affect the proposed canal
route location might have on the police beat system. It was determined
that four beats on the seven a.m. to three p.m. shift would be affected by
this proposed location. Specifically, the beat numbers are eight, ten,
nine, and five. Wilkinson did say, however, that it would not involve a
great deal of time nor expense to relocate the beat boundaries which would
be affected on this particular shift.

I also talked to Chief Elgin Wood of the Wichita Fire Department regarding
the affect on their operations which this proposed canal route location
might have. From him I obtained the following list of most frequently used
canal crossings: Douglas, First Street, Second Street, Central, 9th Street,
13th Street, 17th Street, 21ot Street, Kellogg, George Washington Boulevard,
Lincoln, Harry, Mt. Vernon and Pawnee. It was his feeling at that time that
if these crossings were not available to the Wichita Fire Department there
would be some considerable expense and time involved in relocating their
present traffic routes.

Bill Friesen, Director of the Civil Defense Program for the City of Wichita,
felt that any change in the present crossings of the puoposed canal route
would have an adverse and serious affect on the evacuation system which has
been planned for the Wichita. It was his feeling that any required changes
in the present evacuation plan would require a great deal of money and expense

-*,  „t>.le,J. L .........-Ii.:It 2

'e,gr' 4 I i i.t.'424ftity,al· '*....).1':g -'---:.,
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Thomas F. Brinton, Planner I

Canal Route - Proposed
Interchange Location
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which would be very difficult to finance under their present economic
situation. The following is a list of evacuation routes and the points
at which they cross the proposed canal route: Route K at 21st Street,
Route L crosses at 13th Street, Route M crosses at Central Street, Route
N at Kellogg, Route P at Harry, Route R at Pawnee and Route S two blocks
below Wassell.

*ill

wongrug«

Harmon Thompson who is a co-owner of the Gold Cross Ambulance Service
informed me that they had been in business such a short time that they
would not be able to provide me with any statistical data to support
their views on the canal route location. However, he did say that as far
as he was allle to determine at that time their major crossings were at
Douglas, Central and Kellogg. He was prepared at some later date to
furnish us with more detailed information regarding their operation and
I am sure that if this information is now desired he would furnish it.

»44·1

Father Barth, Superintendent of Catholic schools, felt that the canal
route would have very little affect, if any, on the operation of the
Catholic schools in Wichita. Despite the fact that the schools do run
some buses and children are forced to travel fairly long distances to get
to school this would not directly affect their operations in any
appreciabie way.
The Superintendent of Lutheran Schools for Wichita, whose name I am unable
to remember, also gave us a letter in which he outlined the affects that
the proposed canal route might have on their school operations. I can't
remember anything about this letter except that their overall transportation
system is geared to buses and that two schools would be affected by any
changes in the proposed canal route.

13*

The Wichita Transportation Company was, as nearly as I can remember, the
last agency I contacted concerning this problem. I am sure they furnished
us with information regarding their operations but I'm unable to remember
what it was.

1

=13

Thomas F. Brinton
Planner I

TFB:dw
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THE CITY OF WICHITA
OFFICE OF

The City Manager DATE bepte -aber 1 1, 1959

TO E. L. r.nith, Director of Public Works

FROM Frank H. Backetrom, City ·.tanager
SUBJECT

Canal Route Study

AB the reGuit of the :meeting yesterciay we ha 'e the resporceibliity
of analyzing the right-uf-way costs concerning the propoeed
interchanges along the re ute in line with the Planning· Depart.
ment's recom:r,enciation. lunderstand irorn E :·ank Virr :ilat
trilson and Co·npany will calculate the construction costs.

Will you please proceed to e.oordinate this study to completion
ae moon as possible in order that ve uan ha e another meeting
with the state and federai representati as.

if at any ticne you consider a conference necessary with me on
the subject, pleaae advise. In any e. ent before the final report
is drafted, 1 suggest that we ha e a staff .'neeting inciuding
Plandng ana Traffic Engineering and the City Engineer ana
yourself and this office for the purpose of reviewing the results.

An
.

Frank r . Backstrom

City .glanager

cc: B. y. Smith

£941,1 Gra:·eb
1.. 1. Little '-,/t. :fuul. \43
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MONTGOMERY WARD

CHICAGO 7

September 10 , 1959

Mr. L. L. Little

Director of Planning

Wichita-Sedgwick County :Ietropolitan
Area Planning Commission EY.

City Building, Annex Dald

Wichita 2, Kuns,is Answered 1 K ,
Filed

Dear Roy:

The materilL you were kind enough to forward to me was here upon
my return from Wichita. Enclosed is u check payable to the City
of Wichita in the amount of 012.50 to cover the cost of the pub-
lications and in.ps.

Both Mel and I wish to thank you for your cooperation dur·ing our
recent survey of the Wichita market.

Regarding the city councills canal route r.Iteration proposal to
the State Highway Department, I will telephone you as you suggested,
on or about September 15.

·*42
Again, many thanks.

Sincerely,

140„TGGENY ',NED

14 -t*fft
Rbbert L. Swanson
Market Analyst
Store Research & Development
Department 5A

L
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METROPOLITAN PLANNING August 31, 1959
m

George Wilton, Supt. of Public Works Maintenance

L. L. Little, Director of Planning -
Canal Route (Interstate 35W)

*:'d."/=
As a result of a report which is near completion entitled "North fl
End Industrial District Study, " the problem of satisfactory drainage
for the East Fork of Chisholm Creek has arisen.

The following quote is made from the report: UNa....ma

RN,l
"Drainage The drainage pattern within the area is dominated by
the middle and east branches of Chisholm Creek. These streams
flooded the stockyards area frequent ly prior to recent f19od
control activities. The two branches of the flood control
project directly benefiting the district, Middle Branch Interceptor
Canal and East Branch Canal, have capacities of 5,000 - 6,000
cubic feet per second (CFS), controlling floods of 75-100 year
frequency.

atii
The middle branch is expected to be adequate for some time. However,
the east branch presents problems. The flood of record is 3,300 -
3,400 CFS. As result of increasing urbanization, 10,000 CFS is
expected by 1975 - with a 6,000 CFS design maximum at the present
time. Devoting storm water to the middle branch would necessitate
rebullding the recently constructed system to accommodate the extra
water. Interstate route 35W is to be built along both slden of the
east branch of the drainage canal running north-south through the
city. The highway design must provide for an adequate drainage
canal or flooding will result in the future."

As you are aware, the canal route has been subjected for the past
30 days to an intensive study by the various affected staff and
operating divimions with the hopes that certain design features can
be changed. IHcluded in the design are the following offices -
City Engineering, Traffic Engineering, Office 02 the County
Engineer, and the Planning Repartment.

./De·

We are concerned in the presentation of the several factors in this
report as well as the report on the canal route that there be a definj
tive answer to the adequacy of the drainage system provided and its
relationship to the proposed Interstate 35W.

We would very much appreciate receiving your comments as soon aa
la possible.

L. L. Little,
Director of Planning

LLL:adh
..Fr%2

 8*·3
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August 28, 1959

e

L

Alr. C. I rank Virr

Assistant State : ighway Engineer
State Highway Cornmission
Topeka. Kansas 4/0-
Dear pir. Virr:

Canal Route - 397¥

Seeral weeks ago o er the telephone we had a
discussion relative to a meeting concerning the interchanges
on the proposed uanal Route during the first two weeks of
September. I belle, e it would be advisable to establiah a
definite date for this meeting as soon as possible. Viay i Bug-
gest either Thursday, September 10, 0· P riday, September 11,1959.

If either of these datea are agreeable, would you
please advise. W e will plan to ha e infor.nation from our staff
people available at that ti.rie for the conference.

·4

Very truly yours,

77 #444
N

Frank 1 :. Backstroin
City x.danager

AUG 28

cc: E. N. knith,Director of Public Works
Bill 3.-nith, city Engineer

o.aves, Traffic Kngineer
0.„ L. i.ittla, Directo.: c£ Planning

CA41

6tliti>erl£14 #Ror,0
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THE CITY OF WICHITA

OFFICE OF The City Manager DATE
July 24, 1959

TO E. N. Smith, Director of Public #orks

FROM Frank 14. Backstrom, City Manager

SUB.lECT Interchanges . Canal Route Z.

In accordance with our discussion today on the abo e subject I talked
to .Frank Virr on the subject of our program of providing basic: informa.
tion as to the city's needs for the arious interchanges involt ed in the
Canal Route and he was agrceable that between September land 15
should be the target date for conferences with the state and Bureau ofPublic Roads on this subject.

I explained to him the work of the Planning Department and the Traffic
Engineer relati·. e to these studies and advised him that we would be
prepared to discuss these matters in detail at that time.

.Mr. Virr strongly urged that we justify our request on the basis of
detailed studies of these various interchanges and the needs of the city
a £ they relate to the internal traffic as it is now and as it will be
generated in the future.

Please take the necessary steps to complete these studies before
Ser,tember 1, 1959.

Tfi rank H. Backstrom
City Manager

cc: ByAE Smith, City Engineer
2,£. L. Little, Director of Planning

A\# 464*

/-h

1
1--



9 11 . . , . 0 :- I.
0 0 0-47,0 / / 04 't

A

Motropoliton Plai:ninG Apr. 4:' 30,1939 Di25-7 -1 i

Frd: Il. Illjolatron, City : *lager

L. L. Little, Director 02 Plmmid
30: al P.outo stuly

With reslect to your nomorwaill of Alwil 14, 1959, the r].anning Departi,M.t
011 partic:Pate in the ccol st:ulles of €,c I:vicrloop, ttic Northeast Ci>
cu:lforent Ial a",1 prol.:linal¥y slue planir for the north er,1 isxlustrial
diotrict. .•J.thouzh general locations for the Innorloop and Nortticast (216
cut'crultial are inoludel as a part of tile Ccuprotle·:sive Plan ela·int
Catter.-1 201· U:orofaros, it appears thal; several alternatives should bo
lyarest-Us<*1 for each route to dotormi:ze its most feasible locatio.: with
rusivue to dle Au:ction it 39 to Sene.

1·mw-loon - The q.,catio 5 i:ivolval viui the proclac location of thim
route appear to be:

- 1.ocation of' the intcreta·Ge 011 the 631£11.toute
- southors toluillus of €-O Innorloop at bleon or

at tkist 54

- ii,teroaliate lili:oi'e!ange locationg on lile Inneiu
'loop•

- 20:81]illatior of sci·occe to retain opal, Crossiti,
the Umcwl.oop 1,11.Ii grale acinratio;:s.

To Ainction properly, the Imerloop r.uat be dosi.{Tal with £'ully co·»
Crolled access 11 grale ooparatio: &

Northc 6 dircuifcm·.111 - 1130 r.01· etestiecia involvAl with )=200
location 0.2 210 1.'orthclast Cia·cu·1001·e.tial appear to te .to
souther toninal point and ¥:cther or not it will be co, -
strte,1 along section linco. It appears thot altersative
locatio za should be selocial aul costa colabweal to obtain
ca.varisor.0 accoNirt to locet-10.1 wil :71% of fa.City.

Horth IN I.·dustrial District - ThD abily will Itwlliv considerably
1,101·e ti:.te thai, Ether tile cost Imal>'Bio of the Irmorloop
or Northeast Jircudercatial. It will be poof.ble to
obtain a prell:alry plan for the :btlue of ..ic Nort:Ii c,11
inluatrial district, ody after co slilerable oculy wid d.15-
cussion of la>.1 uses, site voquire:30:720 of t.(102 uses, ali
intenl a c,Ser:'1 tra·portO:1 failitfos.

-. c,1I would appreciate it if you could scholule a nceting v;th L'. .1. .-a...

13. S. O.lith se Ynt e in,v J.Incios in nor# dotall tile t*c of wit invelved
in thene otudics a:11 to oct a tartict date 201· their ClI*10202.

L. 1. 22220
CLUrl:ijj Dii·©ctor of Planning03: 0.2.ihith 0 321.Lkah

4. St. %

,wir?""224:· ia©iw'.f *P'W""0'0""./.Mil"ham

.../..



WICHITA-SEDGWIC' COUNTY
METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING COMMISSION

OFFICE OF . ky: ropolitan :·la·nitu DATE Awil 30, 1959

TO ¥. 1. I;:C:ze'tram, Jity tivljet·

FROM . 1. f. i c.le, Dinctor 02 21=tring

SUBJECT Jittil) : Oute Slady

1111., respect to your .Enralahati of April 14, 1939, the Planning j)®are:le,-:t
will participate in the cest stulies of tile bulerloop, the Northeast Cin-
Cu:ojerential aild Erelininary site plwming for the north end industrial
di-strict. Although general location, for the incerloop and Northoost C·iD.
cu lfereitial are litcluded as a part of the Jomprehcogive ila:i eleactit
.atter.. for Thorofares, J - appears that several. alternat ives should be
12:vestigated for each route to detemLie ite Most feasible locatien with
respect to the futtion it is to Bor·e.

merloon - The quostims trolvel wi€. tlie precise location of this
route alqear to be:

- location of tite ijiterchange ort the Canal Route
- goithor; ter:·tinus of the Innerloop at Uct.ean or

at l.est 34

- i.litairdaie ititeittialge locationg on 'die IIoier,-
3.OOP.

- detartai-latlon of streeta to reaain open, crousing
[ha Outerloop wl Ji grade separatio.1.

To function properly, 21: Imerloop 1:Rlst bc :lesig:01 with i\Illy ca--
trolled access aad gratie separatio:is.

Northout 3.ircw.01*etlai - The major questions i:wolved with preelse
loca<10.- of ti·ie Northeast·. Circ:ofer©..tiai appear te be its
Routtion. ten,aital poin': 0 2 1,hether or Hot it will ba ce -
Stru:tod &10,1.g sect.io.11.ines. It api»ars thal alternative
locati. o·s s!.ould be oelocted <191 costs casputal to obtain
coriparisons according to location as-d type of facility.

Iort'. Ihl kile@tr:£0. District - Eis Stlkly Will Melire considerably
not·e U.le tizi cither lie coat wa17978 of the Inerloop
or 1.ortheast Cizvt€ereitial. It will De possible to
obtain a preliminary Aar: for the future or tile North 012
industrial district, o:ily after considerable stuly and dia-
cussion of land wes, 8 Lte requirel=.ta of E.coo uses. anci
internal and external tra:ortation facilities.

2 willd *preciate it if you cmld achedule a I:eetir:·; with N. ', Siaith cad
.. 2. 3-lith se €iat wo iny discuss in Ilore detail tite type of wort: i!,rolved
1-1 Elene studies alld to set a target date for their canpletio .

L. L. Liutle

In;J.1. 3 -j j D; rector of Plall:Eng
CC: f..3.:hit!. 0 .:..'.Britti

---1
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THE CITY OF WICHITA

-'. OFFICE OF The City Manage r DATE April 14,

L. L. Little, Director of Planning

O 2 6 , / 0'k-

Ej APR 16 1959 9
70\ METROPOLITAN 167TO

FROM Frank H. Backstrom, City Manager  - 01 ANNINA A

SUBJECT Canal Route Study

In connection with the recent meeting with the State Highway Department
officials relative to the canal route it appears to me that there is certain
basic information relative to costs which should be provided as soon as
possible. If we are to make a case for an interchange for the inner loop
and an interchange for the northeast circumferential, the City Commis sion
will need to know, or at least have some idea, as to the costs of these two
projects. I therefore request the Planning Department, in cooperation with
the Department of Public Works, to make the following cost study:

1. Inner loop of a midtown route, identification of right of way,
determination of the as sessed valuation of the property, and an
estimate of the right of way cost, taking into consideration urban
renewal participation, if practical, and a rough estimation of
the construction of the facility.

2. A cost study of the northeast circumferential, identification of the
right of way, determination of the present as sessed valuation, and
an estimate of the right of way cost, an estimate of the construction
of the northeast circumferential on the basis of stage construction;
two lanes with additional two lanes in the future as needed; and
also a determination whether there should be a freeway or a major
artery only.

71..:%'R. The problems relating to interchanges of 21st and 25th Streets indicate the
importance of at least a sketch plan for the north side industrial district

*it in order that decisions relative to the 21st and 25th Street interchange can
959 be made with some basis relative to the future development of this area.

As soon as you return to the city I would like to have a conference with you and
E. N. Smith and Bill Smith relative to these pr.oposals in order that the matter
may be expedited. 414

V,V.P.
Frank H. Backstrom

City Manager

cc: E. N. Smith, Director of Public Works i j.zi_
Bill Smith, City Engineer

:U.My.
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investment Company
SERVING WIGHrrA J AM/Els' 2-1414 BOX 228'

' anittlit·Great Soul*. /
Wichita 1, Kansas

May 8, 1959
D£,te By

Answered
Mr. Leroy Little, Director

Wichita Metropolitan Planning Commission Filed
City Building Annex
104 South Main

Wichita, Kansas

Dear Mr. Little:

I am in receipt of a letter from Mr. Joseph R. Parker, President of
Midland Industrial Realty, Inc., owners of the Midland Industrial
Addition.

Mr. Parker is quite interested in the plans for the canal route and
has requested that I make arrangements for him to meet with you, the
City Engineer and the City Manager on either Thursday May 14th or
Friday May 15th.

If you can arrange to meet with Mr. Parker on either of these two
days please advise me. I will contact you by phone to confirm a
satisfactory time.

Ve#trully yoursA

Earl T. Graves

Treasurer

ETG:ko

ec: J.Parker

42>U

6 tri

MAY 11 1959MEFROPOLITAN kg

4.

L


