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January 16, 1970

=

Mr. Ralph Wulz, City Manager

Robert A. Lakin, Ass't. Planning Director

Consideration of the Annexation of Water Works System
Benefit District No. 136-69

As per your memo of December 23, the Planning Department has taken
under consideration the earliest feasible time for the annexation

of the area included in Water Works System Benefit District No.
136-69.

k

There appears to be several factors which make the immediate
annexation of this area questionable. The area is presently
located outside the three mile response area boundaries of
existing Wichita f ire stations. It is presently served by the
County Fire Station No. 1, located at 553 North Webb Road,
approximately 115 miles to the west. It appears that the area
would continue to best be served by the County Station. The

adopted "Fire and Police Facilities " Plan proposes that County
Station No. 1 eventually be converted to a City station contin-
gent on annexation activities in the immediate vicinity of the
station. As the City boundary is now very close to the County
station, along Central and Webb Road, possibly the question of
conversion should be resolved prior to annexation of the subject
area.

E.
-I

In discussing the possible annexation area with the Department
of Public Works, another problem came to light in that it is only ./t
possible to serve a small portion of the total Water Benefit
District with sanitary sewers. This area (block A of Brown &
Cummins Addition) contains 7 of the approximate 25 residences now
existing in the District and could be served by an extension
of the sewer system presently serving an area to the south. The
effluence of the existing system is now being pumped over the
major r idge line lying approximately 15 mile west of Greenwich
Road. Expanded service to cover the entire District would
require the construction of an additional lift station and pumping
the discharge twice to get it into the existing Wichita gravity
system. This would be an expensive undertaking, raising the

.
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question of "reasonableness" in regard to charging the expense

back to only the properties owners in the Water District. A

much larger area than just the Water District would likely have
5%%

to be included within a new sewer benefit district in order to

,74'4'1* spread the costs of a pump station and system to a more "reason-
able " individual user expense.

943
'/€4&4:

In this light, the Planning Department considered the annexation
*444 possibilities of the entire 15 section within which Water Benefit

*;D,ti District 136-69 is located. Most of the half section is platted
into residential lots within 3 subdivisions, Brown and Cummins

Addition, Gott Addition, and Gilder's Gardens. There are 90
y.//.2

vacant lots out of a total of 118 in the Brown and Cummins and
4929 Gott Additions. These lots are of low density urban proportions,

ateraging-20,000 square feet in size. Gilder ' s Gardens contains

35 lots with much greater proportions and correspondingly lower

densities (325 x 600 or approximately 4.5 acres each) of which
5 are vacant. The remainder of the half section is composed

of 16 individual metes and bounds properties ranging in size

'I.. from approximately 14,500 square feet to 30 acres. It appears

Pet that entire half section would qualify under State Statutes for
annexation and that a minimum of 7 ordinances would be required

to accomplish the task.

Closer investigation indicates that there are 103 dwelling units

in the half section, of which 3 are delapidated and 11 show

signs of deterioration. There are several incidents of junk

car storage in the southwest portion of the half section and 2..

many of the large lots in Gilder's Gardens; and the metes and

bounds properties contain livestock (mostly horses) . The half

section contains approximately 1.1 miles of dirt streets and 3.6

miles of asphalt mat streets. There are no street lights. The

Water District alone contains .6 mile of dirt streets and .8 mile

of asphalt mat streets. In an attempt to compare the possible

tax revenues of the area against possible expenses for city

services, a review of the assessed valuations for the Water
District and the entire half section was made. It was found that

j the Water District has a total assessed valuation of $91,000 and

the entire half section has an assessed valuation of $309.930.

Applying the mill levy for the City of Wichita, not including
general debt and interest, against these figures indicates an

annual revenue potential of $2,311.76 for the Water District and

$7,873.46 for the entire half section. Estimates made only for

the maintenance of the existing streets in the area indicate a

possible annual expenditure on the part of the city of $3,110.00

in the Water District and $12,257.00 in the entire half section.
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It appears, therefore, that possible expenditures for city servi

substantially outweighs the anticipated revenues at the present

time, particularly if estimates of other city services were adde

in (fire, police, etc.) . This disparity will not improve until

additional development takes place at Urban densities on the

vacant lots and parcels existing. Six homes have been construct

in the half-section over the past seven years and one is present

under construction. The Planning Department does not anticipate

a significant increase in this rate in the immediate future unde

current conditions (financial and physical). There is no doubt

that the urban development potential of the area in question

could be enhanced considerably by the extention of urban service

There is also no question that an urban type sewer system is

needed for the area. Conversations with the Wichita-Sedgwick

County Health Department reveal that there have been several

incidents of septic tank malfunction in the area and that the

soil conditions existing make 75% to 100% of the individual

septic systems susceptable to future malfunctions. Providing

municipal water service further increases the possibility of

septic tank tile field malfunctions. The question remains, then

as how to best provide an urban type sewer system within the

bounds of "reasonableness " in expense to individual land owners

and the city at large. This question applies not only to the

Water Benefit District and the half section it is in, but to the

entire potential urban development area lying east of the major

ridge line dividing the Walnut and Arkansas River basins. As

the Planning Department is currently negotiating a contract

for the production of a county-wide sewer plan, we believe it

would be advisable to delay the annexation of the properties in

question until the plan is completed. Plan completion is expect

in the latter part of this year.
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THE CITY OF WICHITA *S*«
·3%231.2
'*A>t

OFFICE OF CITY MANAGER DATE December 23,1969 9/31%
THE

ROAD TO SAFETY I/181.
To Robert A. Lakin, Asst. Director of Planning SAFETY w R
FROM Ralph Wulz, City Manager

SUBJECT Annexation of Water Service

Applicants - Water Works System
Benefit District No. 136-69

On December 23, 1969, the City Commission directed that the subject
area be processed for annexation at the earliest feasible time.

,%35

Please follow through to see that this matter is cosidered at the

appropriate time. //-1 11 0.

ly ouou
Ral Wulz 1
City Manager
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October 3, 1969

PERTINENT INFORMATION RELATING TO A WATER SYSTEM

TO SERVE

The property adj acent to Douglas from Greenwich to 259·feet east of
Zelta; property adjacent to Greenwich from Douglas north 1,317 feet;

property adjacent to First Street from Dowell to Berniece; property
adjacent to Dowell, Ellson and Berniece from Douglas to First Street.

1. Number of Structures 30

2. Approximate footage of pipe required:
Size Lineal Feet

6" 1,235

8" 4.740

12" 2,635

3. Number of Fire Hydrants 1

4. Total Estimated Cost $71,800.00

5. Water Department Participation 26, 153.54 (36.43%)

6. Property Owner Cost 45,646.46 (63.57%)

.7. Approximate Assessable Area of
-4 Benefit District 1.304.219 sq. ft.

% 8. Cost apportioned to the benefit district shall be divided into
equal increments for each square foot of land liable for assess-
ment to a depth of 150 feet from the front thereof and so
assessed as a special benefit.

9. Estimated cost to property owners in benefit district (per square
foot of assessable property owned) - - $0.035.

10. Estimated cost for various size lots within districts:

Est. 1st Year Cost*

Est. Total Cost (if paid as a special assess-
. Lot Size (ft.) (if paid in cash) ment over 10 yr. period)

64 x 150 $ 336.00 $ 50.40
77 x 150 402.50 60.38

97.90 x 150 513.98 77.10

100 x 150 525.00 78.75

165 x 150 866.25 129.94

99.58 x 301.12 1,049.51 157.43

150 x 1,287.50 6,759.38 1,013.91

*Interest on special assessments is computed at 5% on the unpaid
balance and subsequent annual payments will be slightly lower.

If there are any questions on the proposed benefit district, please call
Robert Foxworthy, AMherst 2-0611, Extension 397.

4
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