
3

F'35* 65-15 - Dale Garst, Sanitation, r;9 - »%44;.4.4*tests consideration of amending Mas--4 .. 15#.c-
ter Park Plan to include Brooky* 4*. . *€g:*
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METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING
COMMISSION

AMH'Mir 2-8211 - AREA CODE 316

104 ..MAIN ./.
WICHITA. KANSAI 67202

CERTTFTCATE

:4*121
2%·64;ir·· :J·-
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I, C, Bickley Foster, duly elected, authorized and

acting as Secretary of the Wichita-Sedgwick County

Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, Wichita, Sedgwick

county, Kansas, do hereby certify that the attached

resolution was duly adopted by the Wichita-Sedgwick

county Metropolitan Area Planning Commission on June 17,

1965, as an amendment, extension and addition to the

Master City Plan for the City of Wichita, Kansas.

Given under my hand and seal this _1*92! day of
..e , 1965.

.*:1«

' 7

39

(SEAL)
C. Bic£·--

c. Bickley Fostq,4 secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick>dounty Metro-
politan Area Planning Commission

Net?3

A $ $ 92
%982 :94
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&7 2.{ WHEREAS. pursuant to authority granted by statutes
of the State of Kansas, the City of Wichita created a City

tOF. : Planning Commission, which Commission, pursuant to statutory
authority applicable to the City of Wichita, has heretofore li,

duly made and adopted a Master Plan and various amendments,extensions and additions thereto for the physical development
aof a municipality, and of any land outside the municipality
1

which, in the opinion of the Commission, bears relation to the
planning of the municipality, which Master Plan and amendments,

t**92 1

extensions and additions thereto have been published and made
a public record and such plan, amendments, extensions and addi-
tions are all incorporated herein by reference; and '

Ure-tri. I. v

£ WHEREAS, pursuant to statutory authority. a Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission was 12*8:

N created to take over the functions of the Wichita City Planning
Commission and to expand and broaden the territorial jurisdiction
thereof, including authority to amend, extend and add to said
Master City Plan; and

2.2 .LI.

323*t;*6

JIBE&04

1

WHEREAS, said Master City Plan, the amendments, exten-
.13/

sions and additions thereto includes as a part thereof the
following:

al

"Recreational and School Facilities" for the City of . .1
Wichitae Kansas; and

WHEREAS, having made and caused to be made careful and
comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions andtrends of future growth of the municipality, the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission determined that said
Master City Plan as heretofore amended, extended and added to
should now be further amended, extended and added to by including
as a part thereof the following:

./1 N

V v 6

'.Pqbultl

That PART VIII, "Recreational and School Facilities, "
Large Parks - Suggested Facilities, page 31. be amended to include
the following area:

5. An area proposed for general open s pace,
park and recreational purposes, described
as follows:

-Ritti 9'· 6» I<.214»

t'6(94
39%3

An area bounded on the north by 53rd Street
North (the existing alignment of K-96 High-
way), on the south by an east-west line
parallel to and approximately 1/4 mile north
of 37th street North (the proposed new align-
ment of K-96 Highway), on the east by the
Arkansas River, and on the west by the one-
half section lines of Sections 23 and 26 in
Park Township.

WHEREAS, pursuant to law (Section 13-1109, et seq. Gos.
1949, as amended), the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Areaplanning Commission did give notice by publication in the offici alcity newspaper on May 24. 1965, of a public hearing to be held onthe adoption of said amendment. extension and addition to said Master
City Plan; and

i

RESOLUTION

- 439*241*1iag.dI...................b
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission on June 17. 1965, at 2
p.m. in Room.401 City Building Annex, 104 South Main, Wichita,
Kansasr did hold the public hearing, at which hearing more than a
maj ority of all members of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission were present; and

WHEREAS, a majority of all members of said Wichita-
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission favored the
adoption of said amendment and extension as hereinafter specified.

NON, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED by the maj ority of all
members of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, in meeting duly assembled, that the Master City Plan
of the City of Wichita, Kansas, as heretofore amended. extended and
added tox be and the same is hereby further amended. extended and

*tfRof added to to include the following:

That Part VIII, "Recreational and School Facilities,"
Large Parks - Suggested Facilities, page 31, be amended to include
the following area:

50 An area proposed for general open space,
park and recreational purposes, described
as follows=

An area bounded on the north by 53rd Street
North (the existing alignment of K-96 High-
way)2 on the south by an east-west line
parallel to and approximately 1/4 mile north
of 37th Street North (the proposed new align-
ment of K-96 Highway}, on the east by the
Arkansas River, and on the west by the one-
half section lines of Sections 23 and 26 in
Park Township.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that John W. Trout, Jro. Chairman
and C. Bickley Foster, Secretary of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metro-
politan Area Planning Commission, record on the Master City Plan of
the City of Wichita-. as heretofore adopted, amended. extended and
added to, the action hereby taken:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an attested copy of this
resolution accomplishing said amendment and extention to the Master
City Plan be certified to the governing body of the City of Wichita
and to all legislative and administrative agencies affected by the
plan. '

ADOPTED AT WICHITA, KANSAS, this 17th day of June. 1965.

c Hut+14-- j
41...45--

)411 W. Trdut, Jr., LChairman,
Wilchita-Sedgwick County Metro-

1 f -ATTEST- politan Area Planning CommissionG. d 1414*66*6&
C.Bickley Foster* Secretary, .1Wichita-Sedgwick County Metro-
politan Area Planning Commission
(Seal)

.
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October 12, 1965
.11

Board of County Commiwioners
320 Sedgwick County Courthouse
Wichita, Kansa,

Gentlemen: 044345·-

9, f rf'ilRex DR 65-15 - Amendment to
Master Plan - Recreational
Facilities

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commii-sion, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to consider anamendment to the Master Plan for the City of Wichita. This
public hearing was for the proposed inclusion in the Master Planof certain lands for general open space, park and recreationalpurposes, said lands being located generally on both sides ofWest Street in an area south of 45th Street North. and commonlyknown al the "Brook, Tract."

At the meeting of Jung 17, 1965. the Planning Commission adopteda resolution including such land as a part of the Master Plan
for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of this resolution issubmitted for the Board'a general information and files.
Processing of this resolution has been held until thi, tima inorder for the City to prepare an open space application for thiiparticular area. The City Commission, at its meeting on October12, 1965, directed the City Park Board to prepare auch an appli-cation. please place this on your Commission Agenda for Wednel-day. October 20. 1965, in order to receive and file the informa-tion. I would be glad to be available for your meeting at thattime to answer questions such as you might have. Please notathat the Planning Commiuion, in acting upon this resolution./ considered the area for open space and park purposea only, and

491*·
I:**41 /:4
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October 12, 1965

was not required to involve themselves at this time in the
queution of a ganitary landfill operation for part of this
area.

Very sincerely yours,

C. Bickley Foster
Director of Planning

kiof

CBF:ber

Attachment
2%44
lf¢93=

63%
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Ralph Eberly, City clerk October 5, 1965

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary

DR 65-15 - Amendment to Master plan - Recreational Facilities

The Wichita-Sedgwick county Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission. on June 17. 1965. held a public hearing to A%»21consider an amendment to the Master Plan for the City i.5?AD,>tr
of Wichita. This public hearing was for the proposed &9%1149,
inclusion in the Master plan of certain lands for general
open space, park and recreational purposes, said lands
being located generally on both sides of West Street in
an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly known
as the "Brooks Tract."

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission
adopted a resolution including such land as a part of the
Master Plan for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of
this resolution is submitted for your general information
and files.

CBF:RAL:ber

Attachment

L

91.
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Robert G. Finch, City Clerk August 30, 1965

C. Bickley Foster, secretary

DR 65-15 - Amendment to Master Plan - Recreational Facilities '

13% f g

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to
consider an amendment to the Master Plan for the City
of Wichita. This public hearing was for the proposed
inclusion in the Master Plan of certain lands for general
open space, park and recreational purposes, said lands
being located generally on both sides of West street in
an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly known
as the "Brooks Tract.

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission
adopted a resolution including such land as a part of the
Master plan for the City of wichita. A certified copy of
this resolution is s ubmitted for your general information
and files.

CBF:RAL:ber

Attachment

L
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Ralph Wulz, Director of Public Works August 30, 1965

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary

Dr 65-15 - Amendment to Master Plan - Recreational Facilities

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission. on June 17. 1965. held a public hearing to
consider an amendment to the Master Plan for the City
of Wichita. This public hearing was for the proposed
inclusion in the Master Plan of certain lands for general
open space, park and recreational purposes, said lands
being located generally on both sides of West Street in
an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly known
as the "Brooks Tract."

At the meeting of June 17, 1965. the Planning Commission
adopted a resolution including such land as a part of the
Master Plan for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of
this resolution is submitted for your general information
and files.

CBF:RAL:ber

Attachment

L
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August 30, 1965

Mr. Wilmer Freund
County Engineer
P. 0. Box 4405
Wichita, Kansas
Dear Mr. Freund:

Re: DR 65-15 - Amendment toMaster Plan - RecreationalFacilitiesThe Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commis-sion. on June 17. 1965, held a public hearing to consider anamendment to the Master Plan for the City of Wichita. Thispublic hearing was for the proposed inclusion in the Master Planof certain lands for general open space, park and recreationalpurposes. said lands being located generally on both sides ofWest Street in an area south of 45th Street North. and commonlyknown as the "Brooks Tract

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission adopteda resolution including such land as a part of the Master Plan
A.

for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of this resolution is
t

Bubmitted for the Board'a general information and files.
Respectfully submitted,

tC. Bickley FosterSecretary
CBF:RAL:ber

Attadment

j1

4, - 1
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August 30. 1965

Board of Education

428 South Broadway

Wichita. Kansas

331/ Attention: Lawrence Shepoiser

Gentlemen:

Re: DR 65-15 - Amendment to

Master Plan - Recreational

Facilities

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commis-
sion. on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to consider an
amendment to the Master Plan for the City of Wichita. This
public hearing wrK for the proposed incluaion in the Master Plan

802¢.NE
of certain lands for ger-ral open space, park and recreational
purposes, said lands being located generally on both sides of
West Street in an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly
known as the "Brooks Tract. "

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission adopted
a resolution including such land as a part of the Master plan
for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of this resolution is
•ubmitted for the Board's general information and files.

Respectfully submitted
t
i

C. Bickley Foster

Secretary
CBF:RAL:ber

Attachment

/'it
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August 30. 1965

Board of Park Commissioners
City Building
Wichita, Kansas

Attention: Emory Cox, Director

Gentlemen:
Re: DR 65-15 - Amendent to

Master Plan - Recreational
Facilities

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commis-
Iion, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to consider an

' k
amendment to the Master Plan for the City of Wichita. This
public hearing was for the proposed inclusion in the Master plan
of certain lands for general open space. park and recreational
purposes, said lands being located generally on both sides of
West Street in an area mouth of 45th street North. and commonly
known as the 'Brooks Tract."

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission adopted
a resolution including such land au a part of the Maiter plan
for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of this remolution is
submitted for the Board's general information and files.

Respectfully submitted

C. Bickley Foster
Secretary

CBP:RAL:ber

Attachment

L



Board of City Commissioners
City Building
Wichita, Kansas

Gentlemen:
Re:

The Wichita-Sedgwick Co
sion, on June 17, 1965.
amendment to the Master

public hearing was for
of certain lands for ge
purposes. said lands be
west Street in an area

known as the "Brooks Tract.'

At the meeting of June 17. 1965.
a resolution including Buch land
for the City of Wichita. A certi
submitted for the Board's general

Rea

C.

sec

CBF:RAL:ber

Attachment

L
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August 30, 1965

'lai. St

DR 65-15 - Amendment to

Master Plan - Recreational
Facilities

unty Metropolitan Area Planning Commis-
held a public hearing to consider an
plan fer the City of Wichita. This

the proposed inclusion in the Manter Plan
neral open space. park and recreational
ing located generally on both sides of
south of 45th Street North, and commonly

the Planning Commission adopted
31

as a part of the Maater Plan
.fied copy of this resolution is
. information and files.

ipectfully submitted

Bickley Foster
:retary

t*·44*k
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Motropolitia Planning Comio,ion
-•b//re Jun• 15. 1965

, Bickl•y reeter. Director of Planning

Information Relative to Maiter Plan Addition

for Opin space Area in Northwest Wichita

Attached li information from two -ctions of th• asaa.imce.
2•KI& And--cUalUJ.lan report which may be of ailistance in
coalidering th• proposed Master Plan addition for open space
at your Thurlday. Jun• 17 -•ting. Since in th• palt conoid•ra-
tion on thel• mattori hal bein mor• of the active playground typo
park areal. it appeared domirable to difine the concept of using
open opace. This is covered in the first part of the attached
material.

The .econd part of the material de,cribes a i•mi-regional park
oy,tem in which there is an inner ring and outer ring of pollible
open space ar•ai. Thele were presinted to the Planning Commis-
mion at one of th• informal lunch•on,aionl. The w•mt gide of

Site #7 1, the aria under study, which includ•* th• 'Brooks
Tract. ' The City Co=liesion and the City Manager in no way have
alked the Planning Commission to conmider the usefulness of thil
area for a manicary landfill Bite. It il hoped that this will not nied
to be a part of th• public hearing digcuslion. The City Commilsion
ham taken it upon thems•lvel to decide that particular ilsue and hal
mo indicated on ,•veral occamions. Since this particular sit• il
in th• outer ring of pcopoled opin space ar-8. w• do not anticipate
it being needed for opon space until 1980-85 and. therefore, it could
be utilized for other purpol•, until that tim•.

If the Planning Commi„ion ts favorably disposed to make thie addi-
tien to the Maiter Plan. and if the County Co=•issioners ar• aot
nic•,larily opposed to it for opin ipic• purpoll. th• "Brooks Trict'
would probably bl eligible for a 30* grant under the Ndoral Opon Space
Land Program. Thil would amount to $44.400 againt the parchale
price of $148.000. Amending the Master Plan would bi the firat action
towards the ant icipation of such an application for open *ple• grant.
It mal be that the Planning Commiasion might wish to oak• th• addi-
tion to the Master plan at thil time only for th• "Brook, Tract"
plu. the lana between that Grea and the proposed K-96 to the louth.

CaF:ber

Attachment

LU
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Chapter 3

OPEN SPACE

*liti Open space is consiaeredl in this-·-·£.9:>rt as; a .re.source ra·ther

·than a facility such as parks. c. an ackivitv such as recreation .
As a resource, i. may paz·form several f:.0,<stic,asa It is variousl:r
defined; but o.ze appx·opria·le defirli·tien ist

"Open Space': Nearls an:· space or ar·u. for whid„ i:hepreservation or restriction 02 its use would
1. maintain or eriance the conser'Gation 02 naturalor scenic resources.

2: Drotect natural streams or water supply.
3 0 promote conservation .

4. enhance the value to the public of €butting or
Deighboring parks„ fares·ts,. wild].i>.2 pressrves,· nature
reservai:ions o. sanc-tuaries, c... oi:har open areas andopen spaces;

5. afford or enhance pub) ic recrer.·-c·:.or..el oppor·tunities,
6. preserve historic sites,

.. r..unicioality: or
1·¢

8, promote orderly u,,ball or subu.Than de-··alopment,
Open space in 2.-ts na-jural form. or +Nj.th park and re:reation

4041 : :es added to it, provides for a ;hysic el and emotional

outle·': impostant to tbe urban clweller a:.id ·231€ conaunity.. I ts
%93:1644
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ability to provide space for fu·211·ce park Faoilities anc,
recreational activities makes k a prime asset for future
development.

Open space may serve manv purposes  as buEfers between

incompatible land usesy as a preservation measure fol areas of
high ecu.ricul-:usal prodizatic:.2
aesthetic natural appeal,
T, i--storical, botanicil. geological, zoological,

architectural significance. and
reereaticnal potential; and

as a reserved resource from which to provide the 534321- and

recreation areas needed by the fu-ture popula·I: ion..

Opsil space can De us€d with effect to protect againg·t flood ,
exosion and was-tad water supplit,. Preserving .natural resources
such as ga·kerr topsoil, forests an¢· SCGM

F

-= areas has been a

con·tinual cooperative prograu of Federale State and local govern-

ments. The areas of most desta:uctive erosive ac·tion 2.33 Sedgwick
County are the flood plains and it i:_- nore that a great open space
resource lies-

Open s pace can give form and shape to cities and identity to
individual neighhorhects and communit.Gs. By limiting ex·tension
of facilities and wi-thholding >flood plains and marginal lands from
developmentr urbass sprawl. can be controlled© This sprawl is an
expensive leapfrogging of development z:hich tends to clestroy use-
ful open space batween urban centers.. The unaltered structure of
the land itself should be the g: -.de fr 2uture development.

J 'ft»

L



To fr.other explain what ef:Eect opon space will have on

future developmentr it is necessary to identify the relationship

of open space to parks and recreation, The differences ket:·jeen
6e4, 14

these subjects must be unde: stood as well as their s·:rong inter·-

relationship

Att A park is a park and it is open space' , as previously

defined. By the same token, a streari:ay is a strearr,May, and a

also U

Elocd plain is a 21ood plain and, if preserved in thair natural

state by development restrictions, etc„ they zoo become open,

space, but not necessarily parks. Parks should be a creation in and

of themselves r supplemented when Possible br other types of open

spaces. Parks are bo i:h ·ths :001 cic o. - unerviced recreation a.19 the

instrument 02 recreai:jo.1.1,. as they couple ·the activitv of organized

play- with 0-·cne quiet ---templative beauty of nature.

But wha·: 02 recreation'? Recreation is a de.finite func·lion 02

parks, but i·t i,· co: restrlcited entirely within ·abe limits of the

park boundaries. Recrec·hon has Deen defined by Cha:let, 5- Doali

as the refreshment of ·che mind or bodly or hoth through some memo

which is in its·.Dlf ple.asur-:Iful..' fi7 ·2:ha·k 13:ah.-2 who can measure the

recxea·tion ·that occurs in oners mind bv morelv viewing an "open

space': 02 natar·al beam.·29 into which public access is not gran·ted or

U-pen which specific recreational facilities are not pratided? It

o. E. Doell, Elements ce park end Recrection Adrainistration.
Burgess Publish.ing Company, Minneapolis. Minnesota 1963. pp. 3-5

L

pi,24·.
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is refreshing simply because it C s theze and it is seen. It
becomes a visual relief trom ·the con·tina.ed e. panse cd urban dave-
lopment-

Useful open space then is a resource thatr if ress:ved. will
.:fr

provider among ot-her things r space for park facilities anti
opportunity for recreational activi·i:i·

EPU€f·''

1 :f
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30191 FROM CHAPTER 5 0-7 THE OPEN SPACE. PARK AND RECREATIEJAL
PLAN REPORT

semi-'Redional Park Needs

The reajor or semi-regional park is thought of as bein.g la-:go
in size and naturalistic in character. I·t offers ·the crcy dweller
a bit of nuncivilized naturet a rei:reat wherein he may enjoy sights

4

and sounds which his citv has baniolzed. The semi-·regional park is
being looked to mere and more for the answer to providing the re-

31993 czeational escapes desired bv the ·urban dgellor. These park ecreagas
seem best located on the perimeter of the areas they are intended to
serve. This location provides the opportunity of expansion and
takes advantage of natural beauky unsmoiled bv the blade 02 de-:e::op-
ment. The size o.€ these areas shop.id be ouch 'chat they can be D:co-
vided with special facilities such as zoos, nature centerse golf
courses £ arboretums and floral displays ard others reauiring large

30 60% of the totalparcels of land it is also desirable -that ouu

site remain in its natural unaltered setting. The sites should be
well distributed in the ning area and easily accessik le fromplan

major streets and Ilighways. Each sefarate area should be known, 12 9449.1

possible. for one dominant fee·lure and should be accurately planned
and developed with the feature in mind.

When determining semi-regicnal park needs i. ··cne entire metro-

poli·tan area is used as a planning basis rather ·Crlen the zopfrite
planning areasa In this ins·tancer the Sedguick County boundery lilla
plus a portion of Mul: ane 11'ing in Surn.er county. makes· up what is



0

known as ·the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area. Informa-

tien taken from the U:S. Bureau of Census, the Economic Analysis

of Land Use Requirements and the Land Use Technical. Report

44* '

reveals that the population residing in the Metropolitan Area was

estimated at approximately 343,000 L._-A- 1960 and ap:zon:imately

432.000 for 1985. A more detailed breakdown of the population is

found in Table 5C-16.

Population of Me·tropolitan Area

Planning

1262 150!iArpa 192

24,735 34.655

39,775 46 r 495 Sir155

50,851 52 r597 53, 077

32 r 705 33.205 33:205

E 30,547 34,089 34.089

31 r 842 39.662 39,662

41,.530 45,730 45-730
H 16,881 23,565 29,812

102775 11.336

2

A

B

C

D

C

10,24

6 2 9.325 12,342

K 1.98 3.625 11.665

L 19,026 20,750 28,192

M 18.085 20r 617 23:904

7r 371N 8,240 10.008

Center City j=URl -32'illul

TOTAL Metropolitan

Area Population 343 r 819 394 r 791 432:711
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121 1-3.ZE 1985.

Semi-Regional Park
Acreage Needed to
Meet Standard cf

5 A/1,000 popula-
tien L 715 lr970 2.160

Existing Semi-
Regional Park
Acreage

.1....14*Q 1:24'D

981*91 Additional Acreage
Needed 575 1,020

U.V

It should be noted tha: the Center City population has been
included when planning for the outlying naturelistie parks in the
Metroo.,litan Area. These Dopulation figures did z.ct c,e·e,v... in
previous sections dealing with Playgrounds r Neighborhood Parks and

Community Parks as reference is made to the Center City Plan when
planning for the smaller park areas-

In Table 5C-16 abover using the desirable standard set forth

in Table 511-1 of five semi-regional park aares for every 1,000

people residing in the area to be served, it is calculated that
1,715 total acres of regional park land would serve the 1960
population and 2c160 total ac:es will be needed to serve the ex-

pected population of 1985.

rif.thin the Metropcli·ban Area el:i,ts two Jacilities that are
considered to be semi-regional parks. generally complying with the
standards found in 'rables 511-1, and 52-2- These facilities are

(1) the Late Afton Area and (2) the river pork complex, including

yt
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2,0-0Oak, Central Riverside. North Riversider South R' _wide and

Sim Parks and the Art Museum site, These are generally large

areas provided with a variety of recreational facilities and they

are heavily used and enjoyed by the people of the Bletropolitan

Area.

The existing semi-regional or major loark .... u.,31<2:res comp::ise

some lr 140 acres of park land. As indicated in Table SC-16. 575

additional acres of regional park land are needed ifnediately and

%42 le020 additional acres will be needed ·to satice ·the regional Fark

Li#504 demand in 1985. By application of the concept that a ,p _...t-.regional

43%14 park should be of at least, but not limited tor 200 useable acres,
*Ovuxor
'.*.0.

exclusive of golf courses and flood plains, and that they should

be well distributed on the perimeter of urban de-'elopment r there

is the indication that five additional regional parks will be needed

by 1985. The area within which a semi·reciional park is loca·ted

might conceivably be several hundred acres in size and composed of a

variety of public and private open sipace, park and recreational uses.

A delineation of the areas within which each of these additional

sites might best be located is illustra·ted on Map 50-17, These

areas were chosen for their natural character, accessibility, dis-

tribution and various other factors which will be revealed in a

following discussion of each separate location. Six additional

areas are also indicated on the map for future consideration„

Because of the desired size of semii:egional ·,par):s (200 acres or

42l
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more): it is felt that it would be wise 20 look farther in the
futuree past the year 1985. so that financial benefit might be
derived from early acquisition of prime natural areas.

Each of the areas indicated on Map SC-17 have been thoroughly
investigated with the use of zoning and land use information, ·trans-
portation routes (existing and proposed) r driving time information,
flood plain maps, area photographyc and field survey. The following
discussion of each separate area will not only locate these areas
and suggest what ral€ .Ehey could play in the al·ture park sys·:emr
but it will attempt te capture the general character of each area as
well as some of the refined detail :ha t exists in ·their natural
compositions

22„Np-1.--.Lower East Brarich of chisholm Creek
Semi-regional park area litardier 1 is to the northeast of

I

1:; 4.1the Wichita Urbanimed Area, It lies contiguous to the lower
east branch of the Chisholm Creek. The flood plain of ·this
creek and areas adjacent thereto offer a natural setting for
semi-regional park considerations, Access to the area is not-
presently a problem; hawever, it will be greatly enhanced when
the proposed northeast circumferential route becomes a reality*
The driving time to this area as indicated on Map Se-17 is cal-
culated to be 15 minutes f-com th·e degn·town Wic.b.i·ta area and 5
10 minutes from the residential areas it most logically :muld
serve.

L
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adequate semi-regional park development , coupled with
ample open space reservations in this area, could act as a
buffer between the proposed north end industrial development
and adjoining residential development< as well as providing
the area with much needed recreational facilities and activ-

ities. It could also provide some protection from the exist-
ing railroad right-of-way in the area and ensure a portion
of the Northeast Circumferential Route right-of-way against
development .

The entire area is generally well covered with native
treesv shrubs and grasses. The ground is fertile and rolling
and the stream follows a meandering course.

The preservation of open space in this area has been

partially provided for by the adoption on April 2, 1959. by
the Metropolitan Area P lanning Commission of the following
policy concerning subdivision development in the drainage
basin of the East Fork of Chisholm Creek.

38%

"Only land higher than the flood of record c
plus three feet, shall be s ubdi vided; and that
a minimum channel of 250 feet shall be pro-
vided; and that the Drainageway may maintain
its natural characteristics- "

This step should be supplemented by taking further action to
- secure lands adjacent to the flood plain for semi-regional

park development purposes. These e.€forts and actions should

be undertaken as soon as possibler thereby gaining economic
benefit of acquisition prior to the large amount of development
expeczed in the area by 1985,

391
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Area No. 2 -- Cent:al .Gypsum Creek

This semi-regional park area lies in the southeast
quadrant of the City of Wichita. It is bounded on the south
by Mcconnell Airforce Base and on the north and west by
residential development. Gypsum Creek runs the extent of the 4.1

entire area; howevers its waters are confined to generally
Eilar

deep and narrow valleys and flooding of the area is not a
severe problem. An abundance of vacant land adjoins the
flood plain of the Creek and is covered with native blue
stem grasses and small stands of native ·trees and brush,
most of which line the bank of the Creek. Some of this area
is presently protected from development by zoning regulations
which prohibit high density development within the approach
zone of McConnell Air Base. The land itself is relatively

1-.·. Pt<§3

level with some roll in the topography occurring near the
existing drainageway, The entire area is immediately access-
ible to the population it s s intended ·to servcu Upon investi-
gation of area with the aid of land user selling and flood

plain maps, and other information, it is believed that by the
combined use of existing park areas, expressway right-of-
ways, flood plains, and land being within the airport approach
zoner a lang strip park development could be created to pro-
vide a buffer from the industrial activities existing 'to the
south, beautify the travelway along the fringe 02 the City:
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provide a sufficient quantity of natuwal ·terrain for the

inclusion of recreational activities and facilities desired

in this portion of the Metropolitan Area; and curb the

additional flood hazard to the lower Gypsum Creek area that

would be created by increased development upstream.

An undertaking of this nature will require a high degree

of cooperation among those agencies involved in the various

aspects of land use in this general area.

Area No. 3 -- Lower Arkansas River Area

Area Number 3 is located west of Derby, in the

4&0 vicinity of the junction of the Big Arkansas River and the

Wichita-Valley Center Plocd Control Project. It is generally
f:.

€ bounded on the west by the Kansas Turnpike, on the south and
Rf

southwest by th, Flood Control Projecto and on the east by

the streamway of the Big Arkansas River. This area has a
4

5 vast abundance of natural tree and grass cover and would pro-

% vide an excellent setting for a naturalistic park development.

It would also provide an excellent recreation area for boat-

ing and fishing activities along the Arkansas River Basin.

A semi-regional park in th is area could very possibly become

an initiating or terminating point to a river park or connected

park systeme using the Wichita-Valley Center Flood Control

Project or the Big Arkansas River or both as connecting links.

One can only speculate on the enjoyment that might be attained

1»2*ta44$999*id'15iti-* -1**»-Ek 8 V'4.I'**,#*44 .ifi.b<.bilr4<ea.,*
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with the provision of continuous travel by foot, bicycle and

Al':44

EA*Wit€,

horseback through a variety of park areas along the entire

Flood Control Project and the Big and Little Arkansas Rivers

fram Derby to Valley Cente,-

The area in general is not subject to flooding, has

a fertile rolling topography, is rich in natural beauty and

is easily accessible, The acquisition of a site in this area

would readily serve the scattered development to the south

of Wichitar as well as meeting the semi-regional park needs

of those persons residing in the cities of Derby. Haysville

and Mulvane. As indicated on Map 5C-17: all of these urbanizing

areas are within 10 to 15 minutes drive from the general park

area on gocd roads and thora fares.

1/3.4

*9033

21 .

trea No. 4 -- Lower. g»W:skin Creek

This area is located immediately west of Municipal Air-

port along the dranageway of Cowskin Creek from Highway 54

on the north: extending possibly as far sow·th as the Cowskin'

junction with the Wichita-Valley Center Flood Control Project

The area on either side of the Cowskin Creek has many natural

advantages for park purposes. The area is endowed wi-th some

of the finest established tree cover in the whole of Sedgwick

County. The abundancs of summer shade and the panorama of

fall color presented by the vegetation of this area is an

aesthetic spectacle well worth preserving for the enjoyment

2...4*Wtf"Ii'AN"*'430'239'd.4 3

3 1

fl

L

;. 61 Att. F

o L



F

0
10

of all. The meanderings of the Cowskin provides a continual

flow of spring and rain water throughout most of the year.

The drainage system of the Cowskin is primarily natural

with well defined stream channels and good slopes, Topography

of the drainage area is rolling and slopes are good contri-

buting to good natural drainage conditions- The flood plain

varies from & to 3% mile in the lower reaches, and the major

problems along ·the drainageway is flood plain encroachment .

The area is easily accessible to the People 02 TE:.chita

and Sedgwick County and would adequately meet the semi-

regional park needs of the population residing in the immedi- 4*att

fill f

92£ 1

ate vicinity os: cne Wes:linke coun·try Acres orea- Besides pro-

viding recreational activitiese the area would serve as a

buffer from airport and associated industrial operations. It

would also prevent flood plain encroachment by residential

development; thereby promoting the healt]* safe·ty and welfare

of the general public

The development of this area into park purposes is in

general conformance to the Airport Master Plan and steps are

currently being taken to acquire properties in this area for

recreational development- Additional and similar action within

this area of natural beauty cannot be overly emphasized. A

r
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Area No. 5 T·he Bia Slouah

This general area .1 immediately west of the Wichita-

Valley Center Flood Control Project and extends from Maple

06...eet on the south ic ·the Missouri Pacific Railroad right-

of-way on the northe

.lift*/
t:«'9?Ff-4·

The low lying land in this area has a fla topography
232 t ¥

and sandy soil. These conditions lead to a wide flood plain

throughout the area- However, there is sufficient aereages

available adjacent to this flood plain for the development

i.;44%,of a semi-regional park, Good use could be made of the many

gravel excavations throughout :he area in providing for hunt-

ing, fishing, boating and other water based recreational activ-

izies. The-e are also many fine stands of natural woods and

unbroken prairie containing varieties of native blue stem,

buffalo and other grasses.

The existing lend use in the Big Slough Area is predemi-

nantly agricui-tural. Receni=ly urban development hass cae .

occurred in Country Acres along ·bho west boundary 02 -the drain-

age area. Most of it is near. -the drainage divide and high

above -che natural streame Some subdivision activity has

started ·to reach down into ·the Big S lotlgh Valley from the west,

and efforts should be made·to preserve the natural flood plain

wherever possible- The acquisition of a larga semi-regional

park i n this arear coupled with the use of easemank or other

L

rr
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measures to secure the flood plain area from development would

add to the insurance of flood plain preservation, and curb

31?31, additional runoff and/or flood water damage.

A semi-regional park in this location would not only

preserve the natural character of the area, but it could become

toi a very integral part of a major park sys·tem: should provisions

for continual ·travel along the extent of the "Big Ditch" become

a reality.

1%494 Additional Area No. 6 - Unoer Cowsklin Creek

This area is located to the west arld north of present

development. It extends from Central Avenue on the south to

29th Street on the north, paralleling the flood plain of

Cowskin Creek.

The topography is very similar to that found in semi-

regional park Area Number 4 with the exception of having more

roll in the terrain,

The tree and grass cover is excellent and has receivedi

a large amount of attention from persons pursuing the know-

ledge and beauty of nature-

The acquisi-tien of park property in this area prior to

future development , together with :he use of easements or

other methods of flood plain preservations, would provide

additional protection from increased flood Diaters in the

lower Cowskin Creek area.

L
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Additional Area No. 7 -- Un,oer Arkansas River

This area is located to the north of Wichita in a a region 
of scattered developme.,2. It is adjacent 20 the Wichita-

Valley Center Flood Control Project and is easily accessible

by the present alignment of Highway 96 skirting its eastern

boundary. Future access might also be provided by the pro-

posed realignment and development of this highway into an

:22*·A· I

*liti

gAF-Cubway Iaclilly,

The area is largely vacant and used predominantly for

agricultural purposes. Excavation of send and gravel is in-

ensive in this general area and relatively large bodies of

water have been developed which could be put to gcod recrea-

tional use. This activity has also created a certain amount

of interesting relief in the topography which wculd lend it-
self well to scenic park development.

A semi-regional park in this general location would

serve that development that might occur to the north of the

City of Wichita in the distant fugure. as we

development in the North Wichita-Vallev Cent

*:

f biAE' 't.-

Additional Area No. 8 -- Upper Middle B
Chisholm Creek

ill as the existing

er Area.

ranch of

oped area of

isholm Creek. I i

eight-os-way of

3 and by the com-

Upon completion

. 3.44L

This area is located north 02 the devel

Wichita 2 along the upper middle branch of Ch

is bounded on ·the Bouther.st by the ezzisting :

the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railrow

mitted alignment of Highway 254 Expressway.

:.10.F ,"Imm:mem#*%&#glh
4 *9*2Eg
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of this expresswayo the area will be quickly accessible to

most residential development in the Metropolitan Area. The

completion of the remainder of the proposed expressway system

in the fut ure would make the area immediately accessble to

future northeastern urban dwellers.

1/ The area in general is spotted with stands of well estab-

lished woodlands, usually paralleling the drainage ways off €44
Chisholm Creek The topography is rolling with deep soil and

good drainage, Care should be taken to preserve the upper

drainage areas of Chisholm creek and to promote proper develop-

ment with regard to the flood hazards possibly created in the

lower Chisholm Creek basin.

A semi-regional park in this area could eventually be

connected to the park system with a series of bridler hiking

and bicycle trails by using a combination of use easements

ancl existing highway and flood control right-of-gays for the

above-mentioned purposes.

A semi-regional park development in this vicinity would

e adequately serve the expected northeastern development well

past 1985.

Additional Area No. 9 -- Upper East Branch of
chisholm creek

This area is located to the east of the residential de-

velopment known as Bel Aire and to the northeast of the

Wichita City limits along the east branch of Chisholm Creek.

L

L
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It is bounded on the south by the proposed location of :he

Northeast Circumferential Expressway and would be prompt ly

accessible upon the future completion of the proposed express- 1 2 40*
34Rs

way system:

The area itself is similar in character 20 that of Area

No. 8 and the intent of open space reservations in :his area

would again be directed towards curbing flood hazards and

preserving the natural beauty of the area-

The development of a semi-regional park in this area

along with the use of flood plain easements, existing and

proposed right-of-ways: etc. c would preserve a majority of the

east branch of Chisholm Creek when coupled wigh park and ease-

ment usage in Area No. 1£ mentioned previously.

As in the case of Area No. 8. a semi-regional park develop-

ment in this area would serve future development wast the year

42364*04

;»t»

406
'4.9.i.»'·1·

6»*K·fri.
»P'...4
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1985.

Additional Area No. 10 -- Thope.r GYPsum Creek

This area is in the vicinity of the exie·ting Beach Lake

recreational development along the upper branches of Gypsum

Creeke The existence of the large body of water makes this

area a "natural' for future recreational development.

Investigations will have to be undertaken, however, to determine

the possibility and feasibility of securing+public access to

the nc:w private development If public access ·30 the entire

development is not possibler the acquisition of adjacent lanis

./*/4///11*/Fau#*ho .:...

y4
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should not be overlooked, As development continues to occur

to the east of Wichita, it may eventually become financially

feasible to convert the area to public ownership because of

increasing land values. If this becomes a reality it would be

desirable 20 have additional land in reserve adjoining the lake

area which would lend itself to the inclusion of additional types of

reggeational development to serve new residential land use and

to buffer this use from -the activities of the exiE·:ing aircraft

industry, A certain amount of flood protection would be provided

by the use of appropriate open soace practices in this upper

Gypsum Creek area and the development of a semi-regional park in 53#320

hhis location would well serve future residents of eastern Wichita

and Sedgwick Couneye

Additional. AreA. No...._11 -----6-eltaer .6 Prings area

Although this area is located beyond the expected grcwth

palhtern of 1985 and well beyond existing devalopment, it is

mentioned here because of the vast amount of natural beauty

Stallthat it contains . Lccated east of Wichit a in ·:lie vicinitv

of Harry Street and the Sedgwick County Line c there exists

an area of natural beauty adjoining the drainageway of Spring

Creeko Within the area are located large stands 02 native wocd-

lands, unbroken prairie grasslands, billy topography and flowing

springs, This locale marks the beginning of the scenic Flint

Hills region.

L
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i
The area would be very suitable for the development of

a naturalistic park with limited active recreational facili-

ties.

t

In summary thene it has been stated that five additional

94·;·
semi-regional parks of at least 200 acres each will be needs€

to meet the needs of the Wichita Metropolitan Area by 1985.,

The suggested general areas for these parks are

1. East Branch of Chisholm Creek.

2: Gypsum Creek Arear

3. The outlet area o 2 the Wichita-Valley Center
Flood Control Projectr

4. Lower Cawskin Creeak Area p and

5. The Big Slough Area.

Six addi-tional areas are presented for future park consiclora--

tions. Additional acquisitions in these naturalistic areas
43>f ·

would meet the semi-regional park needs of the Metropolitan

Area well past the year 1985.

It is felt that the acquisition of park land in these
Maif

areas should be coupled with other measures of protecting flood

plains and flight approach zones te insure public health, safety

and welfare through proper open space preservation practices.

The development of the parks themselves should be patterned

after the information fcund in Table 5A-2, in the section of this

Chapter dealing with standards, and each park area should be

developed with one dominant feature of activity in mind. Thait feature r ·j
*C. ff Yoy

is to be determined from the needs existing a·: the time ·that detailed

development plans for the particular area are formulated,

L
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RECREATION AIRPORT

Mr. Leonard A. Livand
Law Offlcee of
Levamd and Well

1104-05 Union hational Building
Wichita, Kansas 67202

Diar Mr. L,vand:312.36.

9,20.
*e-1.2

1.1
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MiJBOARD OF .-,-PAR' COMMISSIONERS

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERSNOUERT E. ISRAEL. 312 . PREWOENT
NIc.OLAS CONNER

401 CITY BUILDING
W. R. PHIPPG

GEoRGE E. MULLEN .
CITY OF WJCHITA. KANSASS./.FoRD J. SMITH

EM'HY ..Cox

....Tol
DEPARTMDIT OF PARKS VOHESTRY

June 15. 1)65
.i

2251,·

This will acknowledlge receipt of your letter dated June 2, 1965,in which you stated that you, i.r. Robert H. Relion and Mr. John iJay Darrah reprosent certain landowners who own a conallerableacreage of land adjacent and contiguous to the Brooks farm at47th and West Streit, and in which you also requested that thiPark Board Me*ting covering this matter be adjournid or continuoduntil such timi as you could have proper notice in order to at-tend and invite other people to attend to be heard on this mattor.
Your letter was presinted to the Board of Park Comalisionern andit was the o.nuinous of the Board that a public hearing conduotidby the Board of Park Commissioners on thia subject would sorve nopurpose, since it would infringe upon and duplicate functions ofthe Wichita-ketropolitan Area Planning Commission.
For your information, the hetropolltan Area Planning Commillionhaa *cheduled a hearing on this matter for Thursday, June 17, at4*41>)'2

2:00 P.k., in Room 401 City Building Annex, 104 South PLaIn,/44;g;7 13; 1

Wichita, Kansas.14*R«

The Statute# of Kan/as provide that the Metropolitan Ana Plan-ning Commiesion shall develop and establish the master park planfor park and recreation areas and certain progiduris have ba,neitablished for the preparation and adoption of such a plane
You will not only have ample opportunity to reprosent your cllintsbefore th* Planning Commlision, but I as*uae can b, heard again ifand when thi matter comes before the Board of City Commillion.rs.

fiEavED .91/02 .JUN 15 1965 *I

L
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Er. Lionard A. Levand
Wiahita, Kansas

Page 2
6/15/65

f. fl

I wai instructed by the Park Board to thank you for calling to
our attention the interest you and your client, have in our park
program.

Very truly yours,

SLC:WB
Emory L. Cox, Diriator

ce: Robert N. Neloon
Attornly at Law

John Jay narrah
92.f
t#18¢40f

041
fiEAZi

Attorney at Law

C. Bickliy Foster
Director of Planning L. -

bc: Russell E. McClure
City Manager

1.:i.

21,0921:Jt 11Fk924,2
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LAW OFFliES Or

LEVAND AND WEIL

1104•05 UNION NATIONAL EUILD¢NO

WICHITA. KANSAS 67202
LCONAFID A.LEVAND AMHERST 2-4401

EDWARD W.L

June 2, 1965

./.

Mr. Emery Cox
Park Board Director

City Hall

Wichita, Kansas 67202

·'.A
1*

%*m
:3%4%

Dear Mr. CoK;

The writer, Mr. Robert H. Nelson, Wichita attorney, and
John Jay Darrah represent landowners who own a considerable
acreage of land adjacent and contiguous to the Brooks farm at
47th and West Street, which the city staff is presenting as a
possible land site fill.

¢.4,4

440*

We have been advised that the Park Board is to consider this
matter at a meeting to be held Thursday, the 3rd day of June.

Inasmuch as we have just been advised of this meeting, we
would like to be permitted to attend the meeting and express our
views in regard to the desirability of this land as a park.

The writer, together with Iur. Nelson and Mr. Darrah,
respectfully request that the meeting covering ·this matter be
adjourned or continued until such time as we could have proper
notice so that we could attend and invite other people to attend
that would be interested in this important matter. We can assure

you that there are many people in Wichita interested in this
situation, and we believe that sufficient notice and time should
be given to everyone so that they can make themselves available
for this meeting.f@*

Very truly yours,

-

Leonard A. Levand

Wer LAL:ec
RECEIVED
A.ta-

JUN 2 1965
445 f! m ,

. 2- 21 1 '.
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J (Published in The Wichita Beacon on

OFFICIAL NOTICE

19----J

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED: 41!FT.J.

i9

Public notice is hereby given that the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission will hold a public hear-
ing to consider amending the Master Plan to include land located
northwest of the Wichita Urban Area for general open space, park and
recreational purposes; which public hearing will be held in Room 401,
City Building Annex. 104 South Main. Wichita, Kansas, at 2:00 D.m..
June 17. 1965.

le..4 2.
-/,2.2.

: )*AL

Said public hearing will be held pursuant to the provisions
of Section 13-1109 of the General Statutes of Kansas of 1949, as
amended, and will concern the following proposed amendment to the
Master City Plan of the City of Wichita, (1946 as amended, extended
and added to):

4 &4

I i % 174

4 442 Adding to Section 8, Recreational and School Facil-

ities, as an area proposed for general open space,
park and recreational purposes, the following des-
cribed location:

4

An area bounded on the north by 53rd Street North
(the exist ing alignment of K-96 Highway), on the
south by an east-west line parallel to and approx-
imately 1/4 mile north of 37th Street North (the
proposed new alignment of K-96 Highway), on the
east by the Arkansas River, and on the west by
the one-half section lines of Sections 23 and 26
in Park Township.

Said public hearing above specified will be confined to the
matters pertaining to said amendment and all persons concerned and ?d#FR,

interested are invited to attend said hearing, which is required by *%44 J€ ?j
law to be held by the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Plan- .//1. /.
ning Commission for the purpose of amending said Master City Plan. ailin/# 1

Given under my hand and seal this 2lst dav of Mav. 1965. 249*44?.'.'/Jmal
in the City of Wichita, Kansas. 41*ty#i$:I'll

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan *Maill'i.
Area 'lanning Commission

(1-T)

26% 44%
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THE CITY OF WICHITA

OFFICE OF SANIIATION DIVISION DATE May 13, 1965 - Ly*-23.-:1-
*#44*

TO C. Bickley Foster, Director of Planning

FROM Dale N. Garst, Sanitation Director

SUBJECT Legal Description
Brooks Tract

Attached is the legal description of the Brooks tract which

you requested, for use in preparation for the change in the

Master Park Plan.

21

Dale N. Garst

Sanitation Director

DNG:dc

cc: Ralph Wulz
Director of Public Works
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-                           LEGAL DESCRIPTION - BROOKS TRACT
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Lots 5, 6 and 10 and the Southwest Quarter of
Northwest Quarter of Section 25, Township 26,
South, Range 1 West, Sedgwick County, Kansas,
shown by actual survey to contain 131.37 acres
more or less, except:
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A tract of land in the Northwest Quarter

of Section 25, Township 26 South, Range 1
West of 6th P.M., Sedgwick County, Kansas,
beginning on the Section line 822.50 feet
east of the Northwest corner of said
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Section 25, thence north 89.370 east 450.40
feet to the west mean high bank of the

Arkansas River; thence along the said high
bank south 40.33° east 637.50 feet, @outh

44.190 east 546.10 feet, south 46.17'
east 240.50 feet, south 20.360 east 240.70
feet. south,35.210 east 196.30 feet, south

15·460 east 437.50 feet, south 15.450 west
190.20 feet, south 10.150 east 590.20 feet;
thence south 89.340 west 883.88 feet; thence
north 4.070 west 673.55 feet to the point
of curvature of a 203.240 curve; thence along
the said curve described by the following
cord, bearings and distances: north 5.320
west 136.00 feet north 11.550 west 486.30
feet, north 21.560 west 486.30 feet, north
30.190 west 331.06 feet to the point of
tangency of said curve; thence north 33.440
west 714.99 feet to the point of beginning,
shown by actual survey to contain 44.36 acres
more or less.

and

Lots 1, 2 and 5 and the South Half of the North-
east quarter of Section 26, Township 26, Range 1
West, Sedgwick County, Kansas
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