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CERTIFICATE

I, C. Bickley Foster, duly elected, authorized and
acting as Secretary of the Wichita-Sedgwick County
Metropolitan Area Planning c&miasion, Wichita, Sedgwick
County, Kansas, do hereby certify that the attached
resolution was duly adopted by the Wichita-sSedgwick
County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission on June 17,
1965, as an amendment, extension and addition to the

Master City Plan for the City of Wichita, Kansas.

Given under my hand and seal this _J_&*_" day of

st ke

(SEAL) G B \é&

C., Bickley Fost secretary
wWichita-Sedgwick County Metro=
politan Area Planning Commission




WHEREAS, pursuant to authority granted by statutes
of the State of Kansas, the City of Wichita created a City
planning Commission, which Ccommission, pursuant to statutory
authority applicable to the City of Wichita, has heretofore
duly made and adopted a Master Plan and various amendments,
extensions and additions thereto for the physical development
of a municipality, and of any land outside the municipality
which, in the opinion of the Commission, bears relation to the
planning of the municipality, which Master plan and amendments,
extensions and additions thereto have been published and made
a public record and such plan, amendments, extensions and addi-
tions are all incorporated herein by reference;j and

WHEREAS, pursuant to statutory authority. a Wichita=
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission was
created to take over the functions of the Wichita City Planning
commission and to expand and broaden the territorial jurisdiction
thereof, including authority to amend, extend and add to said
Master City Plan; and

WHEREAS, said Master City plan, the amendments, exten=
sions and additions thereto includes as a part thereof the
following:

vRecreational and School Facilities" for the City of
Wichita, Kansas; and

WHEREAS, having made and caused to be made careful and
comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions and
trends of future growth of the municipality. the Wichita—sedgwick
Ccounty Metropolitan Area planning Commission determined that said
Master City Plan as heretofore amended, extended and added to
should now be further amended, extended and added to by including
as a part thereof the following:

That PART VIII, "Recreational and School Facilities,"
Large Parks = suggested Facilities, page 31, be amended to include
the following area: :

5, An area proposed for general open s pacey
park and recreational purposes, described
as follows:

An area bounded on the north by 53rd street
North (the existing alignment of K=96 High=
way), on the south by an east-west line
parallel to and approximately 1/4 mile north
of 37th street North (the proposed new align=
ment of K~96 Highway), on the east by the
Arkansas River, and on the west by the one=
half section lines of Sections 23 and 26 in
park Townships

WHEREAS, pursuant to law (Section 13~1109, et segs GeS.
1949, as amended}, the Wichita~sedgwick County Metropolitan Area
Planning Commission did give notice by publication in the official
city newspaper on May 24, 1965, of a public hearing to be held on

the adoption of said amendment, extension and addition to said Master

city Plan; and




WHEREAS, the Planning Commission on June 17, 1965, at 2
P.m, in Room.40l City Building Annex, 104 South Main, Wichita,
Kansas; did hold the public hearing, at which hearing more than a
majority of all members of the Wichita~Sedgwick County Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission were present; and

WHEREAS, a majority of all members of said Wichita=
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission favored the
adoption of said amendment and extension as hereinafter specified,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the majority of all
members of the Wichita~Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, in meeting duly assembled, that the Master City Plan
of the City of Wichita, Kansas, as heretofore amended, extended and
added to, be and the same is hereby further amended, extended and
added to to include the following:

That Part VIII. "Recreational and School Facilities,”
Large parks = Suggested Facilities, page 31, be amended to include
the following area:

5. An area proposed for general open space,
park and recreational purposes, deseribed
as follows:

An area bounded on the north by 53xd Street
North (the existing alignment of K~96 High~—
way). on the south by an east~west line
parallel to and approximately 1/4 mile north
of 37th street North (the proposed new align=—
ment of K—=96 Highway), on the east by the
Arkansas River, and on the west by the one-
half section lines of Sections 23 and 26 in
Park Township,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that John W, Trout, Jr., Chairman
and C, Bickley Foster, Secretary of the Wichita~Sedgwick County Metro=
politan Area Planning Commission, record on the Master City Plan of
the City of Wichita, as heretofore adopted, amended, extended and
added to, the action hereby taken,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an attested copy of this
resolution accomplishing said amendment and extention to the Master
City Plan be certified to the governing body of the City of Wichita
and to all legislative and administrative agencies affected by the
plan,

ADOPTED AT WICHITA, KANSAS, this 17th day of June, 1965,

(1w

JjFﬂ W. Trout, Jr..[(!hairman,
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metro-
ATTEST: politan Area Planning Commission

C. Bl Sy

C.Bickley Fosteny Secretary,
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metro-
politan Area Planning Commission
(seal)




Board of County Commissioners
320 Sedgwick County Courthouse
Wichita, Kansas

Gentlemen:
Ra:

The Wichita-sedgwick County Metr
sion, on June 17, 1965, held a
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public hearing was for the Pxo)
of certain lands for general ope
purposes, said lands baing locat
Weat Street in an area south of
known as the “Brooks Tract,"

At the meeting of June 17, 1965,
2 resolution including such lang
for the city of Wichita. A cert
submitted for the Board's genera

resolution ha

Processing of this
order for the city
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12, 1965, directed the
cation., Please pla
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October 12, 1965

DR 65-15 - Amendment to
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opolitan Araea Planning Commis-

public hearing to consider an
r the City of Wichita,
posed inclusion in the Master Plan

This

N space, park and racreational
ed generally on both sides of
45th Btreet North, and commonly

the Planning Commission adopted
283 a part of the Master Plan
ified copy of this resolution is

1 information and files,
8 been held until this time in

to prepare an open space application for this
ty Commission, at its meeting on October
City Park Board to

pPrepare such an appli-

Commission Agenda for Wednes-

to receive and file the informa~
ilable for your meeting at that
you might have, please note

resolution,

ce and park purposas only, and




Board of County Commissioners
October 12, 1965

was not required to involve themselves at this time in the
question of a sanitary landfill operation for part of this
area,

Very sincerely yours,

C. Bickley Foster
Director of Planning




Ralph Eberly, city Clerk October 5, 1965

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary

DR 6515 - Amendment to Master Plan - Recreational Facilities e

The Wichita-sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning

] Commission, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to

1 consider an amendment to the Master Plan for the City

3 of Wichita, This public hearing was for the proposed
inclusion in the Master Plan of certain lands for general
open space, park and recreational purposes, said lands
being located generally on both sides of West Street in
an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly known
as the "Brooks Tract,"

AT

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission
adopted a resolution including such land as a part of the
Master Plan for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of et =
this resolution is submitted for your general information
and files,

CBF :RAL:ber

Attachment

B RIS A




Robert G. Finch, City Clerk August 30, 1965

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary

DR 65-15 - Amendment to Master Plan - Recreational Facilities

The Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to
consider an amendment to the Master Plan for the City

of Wichita. This public hearing was for the proposed
inclusion in the Master Plan of certain lands for general
open space, park and recreational purposes, said lands
being located generally on both sides of West Street in
an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly known
as the "Brooks Tract."

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission
adopted a resolution including such land as a part of the
Master Plan for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of
this resolution is submitted for your general information

and files,

CBF :RAL:ber

Attachment




Ralph Wulz, Director of Public Works August 30, 1965

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary

Dr 65-15 - Amendment to Master Plan - Recreational Facilities '

The Wichita-sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to
consider an amendment to the Master Plan for the City

of Wichita, This public hearing was for the proposed
inclusion in the Master Plan of certain lands for general
open space, park and recreational purposes, said lands
being located generally on both sides of West Street in
an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly known

as the "Brooks Tract."

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission
adopted a resolution including such land as a part of the
Master Plan for the City of Wichita. A certified copy of
this resolution is submitted for your general information
and files,

CBF :RAL tber

Attachment




Augugt 30, 1965
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August 30, 1965

Board of Education
428 south Broadway
Wichita, Kansas

Attention: Lawrence shepoiser

Gentlemen:
Re: DR 65-15 - Amendment to
Master Plan - Recreational
Facilities

The Wichita=Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commis-
sion, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to consider an
amendment to the Master Plan for the City of Wichita, This
public hearing wrs for the proposed incluaion in the Master Plan
of certain lands for geniral open space, park and recreational
purposes, said lands being located generally on both sides of
West Street in an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly
known as the “Brooks Tract,"

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission adopted el so
a resolution including such land as a part of the Master Plan

for the City of Wichita, A certified copy of this resolution is

submitted for the Board's general information and files,

Respectfully submitted,

C. Bickley Foster
Secretary
CBF :RAL:ber

Attachment




August 30,

poard of Park Commissioners
City Building
Wichita, Kansas

Attention: Emory Cox, Director

Gentlemen:
Re: DR 65-15 - Amendent to
Master Plan - Recreational
Facilities

The wichita=-sedgwick County Metropolitan Area planning Commis=
sion, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to consider an
amendment to the Master Plan for the city of Wichita, This
public hearing was for the proposed inclusion in the Master Plan

of certain lands for general open space, park and recreational
purposes, said lands being located generally on both sides of
West Street in an area south of 45th street North, and commonly
known as the 'Brooks Tract."

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission adopted
a resolution including such land as a part of the Master Plan
for the City of Wichita, A certified copy of this resolution is
submitted for the Board's general information and files,

Respect fully submitted,

c. Bickley Foster
Secretary
CBF :RAL3ber

Attachment




August 30, 1965

Board of City Commissioners
city Building
Wichita, Kansas

Gentlemen:
Re: DR 65=-15 — Amendment to
Master Plan - Recreational
Facilities

The Wichita-sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commis=
sion, on June 17, 1965, held a public hearing to consider an
amendment to the Master Plan for the City of Wichita, This
public hearing was for the proposed inclusion in the Mester Plan
of certain lands for general open space, park and recreational
purposes, said lands being located generally on both sides of
wWest Street in an area south of 45th Street North, and commonly
known as the "Brooks Tract.,"

At the meeting of June 17, 1965, the Planning Commission adopted
a resolution including such land as a part of the Master Plan
for the city of Wichita, A certified copy of this resolution is
submitted for the Board's general information and files,

Respectfully submitted,

C. Bickley Foster
Secretary
CBF sRAL:ber

Attachment




Metrxopolitan Planning Commission
Menbers June 15, 1965

C, Bickley Foster, Director of Planning

Information Relative to Master Plan Addition
for Open Space Area in Northwest Wichita

Attached is information from two sections of the Qpan Space.
Raxk _and Becreatian Plan report which may be of assistance in
considering the proposed Master Plan addition for open space

at your Thursday, June 17 meeting. Since in the past considera-
tion on these matters has been more of the active playground type
park areas, it appeared desirable to define the coacept of using
open spsce, This is covered in the first part of the attached
material,

The second part of the material describes a semi-regional park

system in which there is an inner ring and outer ring of possible
open space areas. These were presented to the Planning Commis-

sion at one of the informal luncheonssssions, The west side of

gite #7 is the area under study, which includes the “"Brooks

Tract,” The City Commission and the City Manager in no way have
asked the Planning Commission to consider the usefulness of this

ares for 2 sanitary landfill site, It is hoped that this will not need
to be a part of the public hearing diacussion. The City Commission
has taken it upon themselves to decide that particular issue and has
80 indicated on several occasions, Since this particular site is

in the outer ring of proposed open space areas, we do not anticipate
it being needed for open space until 1980-85 and, therefore, it could
be utilized for other purposes until that tiwe,

If the Planning Commission is favorably disposed to make this addi-
tion to the Master Plan, and if the County Coamissioners ars not

rily opposed to it for open space purposes, the "Brooks Tract®
would probably be eligible for a 30% grant unier the Federal Open Space
Land Program, This would amount to $44,400 against the purchase
price of $148,000, Amending the Master Plan would be the first action
towards the anticipation of such an application for open space grant.
it may be that the Planning Commission might wish to make the addi-
tion to the Master Plan at this time only for the "Brooks Tract®
plus the land between that area and the proposed K-96 to the south,

CBF iber
Attachment
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ability to provide space for future pazk Ffacil
Tecxeational activities makes it a2 prime
development,
Open space may sexrve Bnany pusposes:

incompatible ianad uses:

high agricultural produ ion,

aesthetic naitworal appeal,

historical, betanicai, geclegical, zoological,

architectural significance, and
fecreaticnal potential: and

as a resexved resource Srom which o provide the park and
recreation aveas needed by the f on,

Open space can he used
erosion and wasted water supply, ing natural zesourcss
such as water, copsoil, forest ] enic aveas has beeh a
cohtinval cooperative : 3 Feder e and loecal gover
menis, .The areas of most des i ive action in Sedgwick
County are the fiood plains and

resource lies,

of f;c:‘.li‘i::‘.es and withholding Slood plains and m
develeopment, vrban sprawl can be controlled, T
expensive leapfrogging of dew

el open space between urban centera,

the land itself should he |




3
To further explain what effect open gpace will have con
future development, it is necessary to identify the relationship
of open space to parks and recreaticn., The differences ketween
these subiects must be undersicod as well as their strong intex~
relationship,
A park is a park and it o “open space”, as previousl

defined, By the same token, a streamway is a stresn

£lood plain iz a flood plain

state by development resi

space, but not necessarily parks, Pazrks

of themselves, supplemented when possible by other types of open
spaces, Parks are both the ool o % cation ard the
instrument of zeereation, as they couple |
play with the guiet contemplative beauty

But what of recreation? Recreation i
parks, but it is not 4 :d entirely
park boundaries, Reereation has been de
as "the xefreshment of the mind or body or bo through some means
which is in iitself pleasur In that light who can neasure
reereation that ocours im of mind by merely viewing an "open
space" of natural beauty into which public aceess is not granted ox

epon which specific reczeational faci
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is refreshing simply because it's there and it is seen, It
becomes a visual relief Zrom the continued expanse of urban deve=

lopment,
Useful open apace then is a rasource that. if reserved, W

provide, among other things, space Zor park facilities and

opporicunity fox wecreational activii
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 ¥CEIQ:R_EROM CUAPTER § OF THE OPEN SPACE. PARK AND RECRBEL LONAL,
PLAN RERORT

semi-Rewional Paxrk lNeeds

The pajor or semi~regional pazk is zhought of as being lazge
in size and natvralistic in chazacter. 1t offers the city duyellex
a bit of "upcivilized nature®, a retreat wherein he may enjoy gights
and sounds which his eifyv has banished, The semi~regional park is
being locked to more and more for the ansuer to providing the re-
creational escapes degired by the urbandrellex, These park acreagas
seem best located on the perimeter of the areas ithey axe t to
sexrve, This Llocation provides the opportunity of expansion
takes advantage of natural beauty unspoiled by blade of develop~
ment, The size of these areas shouid be such that they canbe pro~
vided with special facilities such as 2008, nati centers, golf
courses, arboretums and floral displays apd othexrs reguiring large
parcels of land. It is aiso desirable that 50% to 50 of the total
gite xemain in its natural unalgered sott The sites chould be
well distributed in the planning area and sasily accessible from
major streets and highways, Each separate azea should be known, %I
possible, for one dominant feature and should be aceurately planned
and developad with the featurs in mind,

when determining gemi=regicnal park needs, the entire metro~

politan arez is used a2s 2 planning basis rather than he  gapHzate

planning areas, +his instance, the Sedgwick County boundary line

plus a portion of Mulvane iying in Sumner County. ma}:c-:s% up what is
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known as the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area, Informa-—
tion takex.a from the U.S, Bureau of Census, the Economic Analysis
of Land Use Requirements and the Land Use Technical Report
reveals that tche population residing in the Metropolitan Area was
estimated at approximately 343,000 for 1960 and approximately
432,000 for 1985, A more detailed breakdown of the population is
found in Table 5C~16.

Zabie 5C-=16

Population of Metropolitan Azeca

1960 1975 1985

24,735 32,235 34,855
39,775 46,495 51,155
50,851 52,597 53,077
32,705 33,205 33,205
30,547 34,083 34,082
31,842 39,662 39,662
41,530 45,730 45,730
16,881 23,565 29,812
10,244 10,775 11,336

6,123 9,328 12,342

1,983 3,625 11,665
13,026 20,750 28,192
18,085 20,617 23,504

7,371 8,240 10,006
Center City 12,121 13.881 13.881

A
B
c
D
E
P
G
g
53
J
K
L
M
N

TOTAL Metropolitan e
Area Population j19 394,791 432,711
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Semi-Regional Park
Acreage Needed o
HMeet Standard of
5 A/1,000 popula=
tion
Existing Semi-
Regional Parl.
Acreage 1,140 1,340 141
aAdditional Acreage
Needed 575 830 1,020
T+ ghonld be noted that the Center city population has been
included when planning fox the outlying naturalistic parks in ¢
Hetropolitan Area, These population ures did not appear in
previows sections dealing with Playgrounds, Neighborheod Parks and
Commuriity Parks as reference is made to ¢he Center Cilty Plan when
planning for the smallex pack areas.
ip Table 5C-16 abowve, using the desirabie standard set forth
in Table 5a~1 of five semi-regional park acres for every 1,000
people residing in the area to be served, it ic caleulated that
1,715 total acres of regional paxk land would sexve the 1960
population and 2,160 total acres wili be needed to serve the ex-
pected population of 1985.
Within the Metropolitan Area exists two facilities that aze
censidered %o be semi-regicnal parks, generally complying with the

standards found in ‘Tables 5A=-1, and 52-2. These facilitcies are

(1) the Lake Afion Area and (2) the ziver park complex, including




a

Oak, Central Riverside, North Riverside, South Riverside and

Sim Parks and the Axi Museum site, These are generally large
areas provided with a variety of recreational facilii:a_‘.es and they
are heavily used and enjoyed by the people of the Metropolitan
Arxea,

The exisiting semi-regiornal or major park ccmplexes comprise
some 1,140 aczes of park land, 2s indicated in Table 5C~16, 575
additional acres of regicnal park land are needed imwediately and
1,020 additioral acres will be needed to satisfy vhe regional pazk
demand in 1985, By application of the concept that a semi-regional
park should be of at least, but not limited to, 200 useable acres,
exelusive of golf courses and flood plains, and that they should
be well distributed on the perimeter of urban developmeni, there
is the indicatien that five additional regional parks will be needed
by 1985, The area within which a semi~regional park is loccated
might conceivably be several hundred acres in size and composed of a
variety of public and private open space, park and recreational uses,
A delineation of the areas within which each of these adqitional
sites might hest be located is illustrated on Map 5C-17. These
areas were chosen for their natural character, accessibility, dis-
tribution and various other factors which will be vevealed in a
following discussion of each separate location, Sim addivional
areas are also indicated on the map for fuiture consideration,

Because of the desired size of semi~regional parks (200 acres or
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5
more), it is Ffelt that it would be wise to look farther in the
future, past the year 1985, so that financial benefit might be
derived from early acquisition of prime natural areas,

Each of the areas indicated on Map 5C-17 have been thoroughly
investigated with the use of zoning and land use information, trans-
Portation routes (existing and proposed), driving time information,
£lood plain maps, area Photography, and field survey, The following
discussicn of each Separate area will not only locate these areas
ard suggest what ¥ale chey could play in the future park system,
but it will attempt te ca;ﬁ:ure the general character of each area as
well as some of the refined detail that exists in their natural

compositions,

Semi-regional park area Yumber 1 is to the northeast of
the Wichita Urbanized Axrea, lies contiguous o the lower
east branch of the Chisholm Creek, The floocd plain of this
creek and areas adjacent thereto offer a natural setting for

semi-regional park congiderations, Access to the area is not

presently a problem; however, it will be greatly embanced when

the proposed northeast circumferential route becomes a reality,
The driving time o this area as indicated on Hap 5C~17 is cal-
eulated to be 15 minutes from The downtown Wichita area and 5§ 1o
10 minutes from fhe residential areas it most logically would

sexrve,




An adeguate semi-regional pack development, coupled with

6

ample open space reservations in this area, could act as a

buffer between the proposed north end industrial development
and adjoining residential development, as well ag providing
the area with much needed recreational facilities and activ~
ities. It could also provide some protection from the exigt- -
ing railread right-of-way in the area and ensure a porition

of the Northeast Circumferential Route right-of-way against
development,

The entire area is generally well covered with native
trees, shrubs and grasses, The ground is fertile and rolling
and the stream follows a meandering course,

The preservation of open space in this area has been
partially provided for by the adoption on April 2, 1959, by
the Metropolitan Area Plarning Commission of the following
policy concerning subdivision development in the drainage
basin of the East Fork of Chisholm Creek,

"Only land higher than the £lood of recorqd,

plus three feet, shall be subdi vided: and that

a minimum channel of 250 feet shali be pro-

vided; and that the Drainageway may maintain

its natural characteristics,"
This step should be supplemented by taking further action to
secure lands adjacent to the flood plain for semi-regional
park development purposes. These efforts and actions should
be undertaken as soon as possible, thereby gaining economic
benefit of acquisition prior to the large amount of developmeni

expeclod in the area by 1985,




This semi-regional park area lies in the southeast

quadrant of the city of Wichita, It i bounded on the south
by McConnell Airforce Base and on the north and west by
residential development. Gypsum Creek runs the extent of the
entire area; however, its waters are confined to generally
deep and narrow valleys and flooding of the area is not 2
severs problem, AD abundance of vacant land adjoins the
£lood plain of the creek and is covered with native blue

stem grasses and small stands of native irees and brush,

most of which line the bank of the Creck. Some of this area
is presently protected from development by zoning regulations
which prohibit high density developmrni within the approach
zone of McConnell Air Base, The land jtself is relatively
level yith come roll in the topography oceurring near the
existing drainageway. The entire area is immediately access—
ible to the population it's interded to serve, Upon investi-~
gation of area with the aid of 1and use, zoning and £lood
plain maps, and other information, it is believed that by the
combined use of existing park areas. expressway right~of-
ways, flood plains, and land being within the airport approach
zone, a long strip park development could be craated to pro~
vide a buffer from the ipdustrial activities exigting to the

south, beauvtify the travelway aleng the fringe of the City.
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provide a sufficient guantity of natwral terrain for the
inclusion of recreational activities and facilities desired
in this portion of the Metropolitan Area; and curb the
additional flood hazaxd to the lower Gypsum Creeck area that
would be created by increased development upstream,

An undertaking of this nature will require a high degree
of cooperation among those agencies involved in the various

aspects of land use in this general area,

Area No. 3 == Lower Arkansas Rivex Axea

Area Number 3 is located west of Derby, in the

vicinity of the junction of the Big Arkansas River and the

Wichita-Valley Center Flood Control Project, It is generally
bounded on the west by the Kansas Turnpike, on the south and
southwest by tht Flood Control Project, and on the east by
the streamway of the Big Arkansas River. This area has a
vast abundance of natural tree and grass cover and would pro-
vide an excellent setting for a naturalistic park development,
It would also provide an excellent recreation area for boat-
ing and fishing activities along the Arkansas River Basin,

A semi-regional park in this area could very possibly become
an initiating or terminating point to a river park or connected
park system, using the Wichita-Valley Center Flood Control
Project or the Big Arkansas River or both as connecting links,

One can only speculate on the enjoyment that might be attained




i e e e e ——

with the provision of continuous travel by foot, bicycle and
horseback through a variety of park areas along the entire
Flood Control Project and the Big and Little Arkansas Rivers
from Derby to Valley Center,

The area in general is not subject to flooding, has
a fertile rolling topography, is rich in natural beauty and
is easily accessible, The aecquisition of a site in this area
would readily serve the scattered development to the south
of Wichita, as well as meeting the gemi-regional park needs
of those persons residing in the cities of Derby, Haysville
and Mulvare, As indicated on Map 5C-17, all of these urbanizing
areas are within 10 to 15 minutes dzive from the general park

area on good roads and thorofares.

This area is located immediately west of Municipal Aixr—

port along the drainageway of Cowskin Creek from Highway 54

on the north, extending possibly as fax south as the Cowskin‘s
junction with the Wichita-Valley Center Flood Control Project.
The area on either side of the Cowskin Creek has many natural
advantages for park purposes, The area is endowed with some
of the finest established tree cover in the whole of Sedgwick
County. The abundance of summey shade and the panorama of
fall eolor presented by the vegetation of this area is an

aesthetic spectacle well worth preserving for the enjoyment

o o= e, ST e e 5l g R
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of all, The meanderings of the Cowskin provides a continual
flow of spring and rain water throughout most of the year.

The drainage system of the Cowskin is primarily natural
with well defined stream channels and good slopes. Topography
of the drainage azes is rolling and slopes aze good, contri-
buting to good natural drainage conditions, The flood plain
varies from % to % mile in the lower reaches, and the major
problems along the d;ainageway is flood plain encroachment,

The area is easily accessible to the pecple of Wichita
and Sedgwick County and would adequately meei the semi~
regional park noeds of the population zesiding in the immedi~
ate vicinity of i';he Westlink, Country Acres area, Besides pro-
viding recreational acbivities, the area would serve as 2
buffer from ai:r;:ox\‘: and associated industxjial operations, It

would also prevent £lood plain encroachment by residential

development; thereby promoting the health, safety and welfare

of the gereral public,

Thé development of this area into park purposes is in
gereral conformance to the Ai;rpori: Master Plac and steps are
currently being taken to acquire properiies in this area for
recreational development, Additional and similaxr action within

this area of matural beauty cannot be overly emphasized,
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- This general area lies immediately west of the Wichita-
Valley Center Flood Control Project and extends fro_m_ Haple
Street on the south te the Missouri Pacific Railrvoad right-
of~way on the north,

The low lying lard in this area has a flat topography
and sandy soil, These conditions lead to a wide ficod plain
throughout the area., However, there ic sufficient acreages
available adjacent to this flocd plain for the development
of a semi-regional park., Good use could be made of the many
gravel excavations throughout the area in providing for hunt-
ing, fishing, boating and other water based recreational ackiv-
itdes, Theve are algo many fine stands of natural wocds and
urbroken prairie containing varieties of native biue stem,
buffalo and other grasses,

The existing land use in the Big Slough Ares is predomi~

nantly agricultural. Recently scme urban development has

cceurred in Country Acres along the west boundary of the drain-
age area. Most of it is pear the dzainage divide and high
above the natural stream. Some subdivision activity has
started to reach down into the Big Slough Valley from the west,
and efforts should be made to praserve the natuza ood plain
wherever posgible, The acg ion of a lax

park in S area, coupled with The use of easemeni or other
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measures o secure the floed plain area from development would
add to the :insgrance of flood plain pregerxvation, and curb
additional runoff and/or flood water damage. '

A semi-regional park in this location would not only

preserve the natural character of the area, but it could become

a very integzal part of a major park system. should provisions
for conitinual travel along the extent of the "Big Ditch" become

a reality,

This avea is located to the west and north of present
developmeni, It extends from Central Avenue on the south to
26th Street on the north, paralleling the £lood plain of
Cowskir Creek,

The topography is very similar to that found in semi-
regional park Area Number 4 with the exception of havipg more
roll in the terrain,

The tree and grass cover is excellent and has veceived
a large amount of attention from persons pursuing the know=-
ledge and beauty of nature,

The acguisition of park properiy in this area prior to
£uture déveiapmen-::,i:ogei:her with the use of easements or
other methods of floodplain pregexvations, would provide
additiomal protection from increased £lood waters in the

lower Cowskin Creek area.
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‘This area is located o the north of Wichita in a a region
©f scattered development, I# is adjacent to thé Wichita-
Valley Center Flood Contxol Project and is easily accessible
by the presént alignment of Highway 96 skirting its castern
boundary, Future access micht also.he provided by the pro~
posed realignment and development of this highway into an
expressway facilitcy,

The area is largely vacant and used predeminantly for
agricultural purposes, Excavation of sand and gravel is in-
Bnsive in. this general area and relatively large bodies of
water have been developed which could be put to gcod recrea~
ticnal use, This activity has also created a certain amount
of interesting relief in the topography which weuld lend it~
self well to scenic park development,

A semi-regional park in this gerneral location would
serve \':‘.ha‘;:’ development that might eccur o the north of the
City of Wichita in the disiant: fugure, as well as the existing
development in the Norih Wichita-Valley Center Area.

adc?ii:ignal Ayea No, 8 ~~ Upper Middle Branch of

This area is located norvh of the developed area of

Wichita, along the upper middle branch of Chigholm Creek. It

is bounded on the mouihens: by the existing right-of-way of

the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad and by the cem-

mitted alignment of Highway 254 Expressway., Upon completion
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of this expressway, the area will be quickly accessible %o
most residential development in the Metropolitan Avea, The
completion of the remainder of the proposed expressway system
in the future would make the area immediately accessble o
future northeastern urban dwellers,

The area in general is spotted with stands of well estab~
lished woedlands, usually paralleling the drainage ways of
Chisholm Creek, The topography is rolling with deep soil and
good drairage. Care should be taken to preserve ithe upper
drainage areas of Chisholm Czreek and to promote proper develop-
ment with regard to the £lcod hazards possibly created in the
lower Chisholm Creek basin,

A semi-regional park in this area could eventually be
connected to the park systemwith a series of bridie, hilking

and bicycle trails by using a combination of use eagSements

and existing highway and flood control right-of-ways for the

above-mentioned purposes,
A semi~regional park development in this vicinity would
adequately serve the expecied noriheastern developmenit well

past 1985,

Additional Area No, 9 =~ Upper Bast Branch of

This area is located to the east of the residential de-
velopment known as Bel Aire and to the northeast of the

Wichita City limits along the east branch of Chisholm Creek.
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It is bounded on the south by the proposed locaticn of the

Northeast Circumferential Expressway and would be promptly
accessible upon the future completion of the proposed express~
way system.

The area itself is similar in character to that of Area
No. 8 and the intent of open space regervations in this area
would again be directed towards curbing f£lood hazards and
preserving the natural beauty of the area.

The development of a semi-regional park in this area
along with the use of flocd plain easements, existing and
proposed right-of-ways. etcC.. would preserve a majority of the
east branch of Chisholm Creek when coupled with park and ease-
ment uwsage in Area No, 1. mentioned previously.

As in the case of Area No. &, a semi~regional pavk develop=
ment in this area would serve future development past the year

1985,

This area is in the vicinity of the existing Beech Lake
recreational development zlong the upper branches of Gypsum
Creek, The cxistence of the lazge body of water makes this
area a "natural" for future recreaticnal develogment.
Investigations will have to be underitaken, however, to determine
the possibility and feasibility of securing. public access to
the now private development. ZI£ public access o the entire

development is not possible. the acguisition of adjacent lands
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should not be overlooked, As development continues to occur
to the east of Wichita, it may eventually become £inancially
feasible to convert the area to public cwnership because of
increasing land values, I£ this becomes a reality, it would be
desirable to have additional land in veserve adjoining the lake
area which would lend itself to the inclusion of additional types of
reogastional development te sexve new resideniizl land use and
o buffer this use from the activities of the existing aircraft
industzry., A certain amount of flood protection would be provided
by the use of appropriate open space practices in this uvpper
Gypsum Creek area and the development of a semi~regional park in
this location would well serve future residenits of eastern Wichita

and Sedgwick County.

Although this area is located beyond the expected grewth
pattern of 1985 and well beyond existing devalopment, it is
menitioned here because of the vast amount of natural beauty
that it contaims. Located ecast of Wichita in the vicimity
of Harry Street and the Sedgwick County Line, there exists
an area of natural beauty adjoining the drainageway of Spring
Creek, Within the area are locaked large stands of native wood-
lands, unbzoken prairie grasslands, hilly topography and £icwing
springs, This locale marks the beginning of the scenic Flint

Hills region.
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The area would be very suitable for the development of
a naturalistic park with limited active recreaticnal facili-

ties,

Summaxy
In summary then, it has been stated that five additicral
semi~regional parks of at least 200 acres cach will be needed
o meet the needs of the Wichita Metropolitan Area by 1985,
The suggested general areas for these parks are
1, East Branch of Chisholm Creek,
Gypsum Creek Area,
The outlet area of the Wichita-Valley Centexr
Plood Control Project,
Lower Cowskin Creeak Area, and
The Big Slough Area.
Six additional areas are presented for Future park considera-
tions, Additicnal acquisitions in these naturalistic areas
would meet the semi-regional park needs of the Metropolitan
Area well past the year 1985.

It is felt that the acquisition of park lard in these

areas should be coupled with other measures of protecting floocd

plains and £light approach zones teo insure public health, safety

and welfare through proper opeh space preservaition practices.

The development of the parks themselves should be patterned

after the information found in Tablie 5A~2, in the section of this

Chapter dealing with standards, and each park area should be

developed with one domirant feature of activity in « That feature

is to be determined from the needs existing at the time that detailed

development plans for the particevlar area are formulated.
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it ence  BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

401 CITY BUILDING
CILTY O F Wl CoH: TR KANSAS

OF PARKS FORESTRY RECREATION AIRPORT

June 15, 1965

¥r. Leonard a. Levand

Law Offices of

Levand and Weil

1104~05 Union Kational Building
Wichita, Kansas 67202

Dear Fr. Levand:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 2, 1965,
in which you stated that you, Kr, Robert H. Kelson and Kr, John
day Darrah represent certain landowners who own a considerable
acreage of land adjacent and contiguous to the Brooks farm at
47th and West Street, and in which you also requested that the
Park Board Feeting covering this matter be adjourned or continued
until such time as you could have proper notice in order to at-
tend and invite other people to attend to be heard on this matter,

Your letter was presented to the Board of Park Commissioners and
it was the csusensus of the Board that & public heari conduoted
by the Board of Park Commissioners on thig subject would serve no
purpose, since it would infringe upen and duplicate functions of
the Wichita-Metropolitan Area Flanning Commission,

For your information, the Hetropolitan irsa Planning Commigsion
has scheduled a hearing on this matter for Thursday, June 17, at
2:00 P.K., in Room 401 City Building Annex, 104 South bain,
Wichita, Kanasas,

The Statutes of Kansas provide that the Ketropolitan irea Plan-
ning Commission ghall develop and establish the waster park plen
r:{lgm and recreation areas and ¢ertain procedures have baen
e 1lished for the preparation and adoption of such a plan,

You will not enly have ample Opportunity to represent your clients
before the Planning Commission, but I assume can be heard again if
and when the matter comes before the Board of City Commisaion




¥r. Leonard i. Lavand Page 2
¥Wichita, Kansas 6/15/65

I was instructed by the Park Hoard to thank you for esalling to
our attention the interest you and your clients have in cur park
Program.

Very truly yours,

BLC:¥B Emory L. Cox, Director
c¢e: Robert H. Kelson
Attorney at Law

John Jay Darrah
Attorney at Low

C, Biokley Foster
Director of Flanning

be: Russell E. McClure
City Manager




LAW OFFICES OF
LEVAND AND WEIL
1104-08 UNIOH NATIONAL BUILDING
WICHITA, KANSAS 67202

LEONARD A,LEVAND AMHERST 2-4401
EDWARD WEIL

June 2, 1965

Mr. Emery Cox

Park Board Director
City Hall

Wichita, Kansas 67202

Dear Mr, Cox:

The writer, Mr. Robert H. Nelson, Wichita attorney, and
John Jay Darrah represent landowners who own a considerable
acreage of land adjacent and contiguous to the Brooks farm at
47th and West Street, which the city staff is presenting as a
possible land site fill.

We have been advised that the Park Board is to consider this
matter at a meeting to be held Thursday, the 3rd day of June.

Inasmuch as we have just been advised of this meeting, we
would like to be permitted to attend the meeting and express our
views in regard to the desirability of this land as a park.

The writer, together with ir. Nelson and Mr. Darrah,
respectfully request that the meeting covering -this matter be
adjourned or continued until such time as we could have proper
notice so that we could attend and invite other people to attend
that would be interested in this important matter. We can assure
you that there are many people in Wichita interested in this
situation, and we believe that sufficient notice and time should
be given to everyone so that they can make themselves available
for this meeting.

Very truly yours,

Leonard A. Levand

RECEIVED
JON 7 1965
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TICE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED:

Public notice is hereby given that the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission will hold a public hear-
ing to consider amending the Master Plan to include land located
northwest of the Wichita Urban Area for general open; space, park and
recreational purposes; which public hearing will be held in Room 401,
City Building Annex, 104 South Main, Wichita, Kansas, at 2100 pm,,
June 17, 1965,

Said public hearing will be held pursuant to the provisions
of Section 13-1109 of the General Statutes of Kansas of 1949, as
amended, and will concern the following proposed amendment to the
Master City Plan.of the City of Wichita, (1946 as amended, extended
and added to):

Adding to Section 8, Recreational and School Facil-

ities, as an area proposed for general open space,

park and recreational purposes, the following des-

cribed location:

An area bounded on the north by 53rd Street North
(the existing alignment of K-96 Highway), on the
south by an east-west line parallel to and approx-
imately 1/4 mile north of 37th Street North (the
proposed new alignment of K-96 Highway), on the
east by the Arkansas River, and on the west by

the one-half section lines of Sections 23 and 26
in Park Township.

Said public hearing above specified will be confined to the
matters pertaining to said amendment and all persons concerned and
interested are invited to attend said hearing, which is required by
law to be held by the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Commission for the purpose of amending said Master City Plan,

Given under my hand and seal this 2lgt day of May, 1965,

in the City of wichita, Kansas.

C. Bickley Foster, Secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan
Area ~lanning Commission

(SEAL)

(1-T)
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THE CITY OF WICHITA
OFFICE OF SANITATION DIVISION DATE  May 13, 1965

FROM

C. Bickley Foster, Director of Planning
Dale N. Garst, Sanitation Director

SUBJECT Legal Description
Brooks Tract

Attached is the legal description of the Brooks tract which

you requested, for use in preparation for the change in the

Dale N. Garst
Sanitation Director

Master Park Plan.

DNG:dc

cc: Ralph Wulz
Director of Public Works

DE &5~ /:;"_]-
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION - BROOKS TRACT

Lots 5, 6 and 10 and the Southwest Quarter of
Northwest Quarter of Section 25, Township 26,
South, Range 1 West, Sedgwick County, Kansas
shown by actual survey to ccmtain 131237 acres
more or less, except:

A tract of land in the Northwest Quarter

of Section 25, Township 26 South, Range 1
West of 6th P.M., Sedgwick County, Kansas,
beginning on the Section line 822, 50 feet’
east of the Northwest corner of said
Section 25, thence north 89.37° east 450,40
feet to the west mean high bank of the
Arkansas River; thence along the said high
bank south 40,.33° east 637.50 i‘eet gouth
44, 19° east 516,10 feet, south 46,

east 2U40.50 feet, south’ 20, 36° east 240,70
feet south 35. 219 east 196,30 feet, south
15, 15° east 437 50 feet, south 15, 45 west
190,20 feet, south 10, 15 east 590,20 feet;
thence south 89,340 west 883,88 feet; thence
north 4,079 west 673.55 feet to the point

of curvature of a 203.24° curve; thence along
the said curve described by the following
cord, bearings and distances- north 5,32°
west 136 00 feet north 11.55° west 486:30
feet, north 21,56° west 86, 30 feet, north
30+ 19° west 331,06 feet to the point of
tangenci of said curve; thence north 33.44°
west 714,99 feet to the point of beﬁinning,
shown by actual survey to contain 45,36 acres
more or less,

and

Lots 1, 2 and 5 and the South Half of the North-
east quarter of Section 26, Township 26, Range 1
West, Sedgwick County, Kansas




