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A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF SEDGWICK

COUNTY, KANSAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION-

ERS AND EFFECTIVE AFTER MARCH 3, 1958, WITH AMENDMENTS TO
SEPTEMBER 11, 1978, FOR THE UNINCORPORATED TERRITORY LYING
WITHIN THREE MILES OF THE CITY OF WICHITA, THE CITY OF
HAYSVILLE, THE CITY OF DERBY, THE CITY OF MULVANE, THE
CITY OF VALLEY CENTER, THE CITY OF GODDARD, AND THAT POR-
TION OF THE AREA WITHIN THREE MILES OF THE CITY OF CHENEY
AS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON

OCTOBER 3, 1973, ALL IN SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS: BY AMEND-

ING SECTION 11 OF THE SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS ZONING RESOLU-
TION: ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AUTHORITY GRANTED IN

SECTION 14. C THEREOF.
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WAr .1 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF

SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS:

SECTION I. That upon the recommendation of the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission on
·January 4, 1979, after notice and public hearing as provided by
law under authority granted by Section 14.C of the Sedgwick
County Zoning Resolution, as adopted March 3, 1958, and subse- -
quently amended, Section 12 - "EXCEPTIONS" shall be amended by
amending Subsection C - "HEIGHT" to read as follows:

C. HEIGHT

?'y:,0

'419

1. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:

1
Penthouses or roof structures for the

housing of elevators, stairways, tanks,
ventilating fans or similar equipment
required to operate and maintain the
building; fire or parapet walls, skylights,
towers, steeples, roof signs, flagpoles,
chimneys, smoke stacks, wireless masts,
water tanks, silos, oil refinery structures
or similar structures may be erected above
the height limits herein prescribed. But,
no penthouse or roof structure, or any
space above the height limit shall be
allowed for the purpose of providing
additional living or working space.

41*ffeli;Ji-

2. Additional Structures Permitted Above Height
Limit:

a. Noncommercial, ground or structure supported,
antennas and aerials which do not exceed a
total aggregate height of sixty (60) feet
above natural grade; provided, however, no
portion of the antenna, aerial or any anchor
or guy may encroach upon the land area or=*445014
airspace of any adjoining or abutting prop-
erty, and provided further, no portion of the
antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy shall
extend into any required front yard setback,
or into any utility easement.
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EXCEPTION:

The Zoning Administrator may grant exceptions
- to the height limitation provided all of the

following conditions are found to exist:

(1)

(2)

(3)

The antenna structure shall not be located

any closer to an interior side property
line, a rear property line or utility ease-
ment, than one-half the height of the
structure above grade.

An agreement signed by all adjacent property
owners within 50 feet of the boundary line
of the applicant's property giving consent
for the antenna structure to exceed the height
limitation.

No antenna shall exceed the height permitted
by Federal Communications Rules and Regula-
tions pertaining to the Amateur Radio Service,
and Citizens Radio Service.

b. Energy generating structures not exceeding forty-five
(45) feet in height above natural grade; provided,
however, such structure shall not be located in any
required yard, nor be located closer to any adjacent
property than the height of the energy generating
structure.

c. Communication structures in any commercial or indus-
trial district, including radio and television trans-

'.3#/<#121 mitting towers; provided, however, no portion of the
tower, antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy may en-
croach upon the land area or airspace of any required

itte front yard setback or into any utility easement.

3. Regardless of heights permitted by this zoning resolu-
tion, all structures located within the zones (landing,
clear, approach, horizontal, conical and transitional)
established adjacent to McConnell Air Force Base, Bacch
Airport and Wichita Mid Continent Airport, by the
"Wichita Airport Zoning Ordinance" (Adopted October 25,
1955), shall not exceed the heights regulated therein.

SECTION II. This resolution shall take affect and be enforced
from and after its adoption and publication in the official County
paper.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 3)4
(bAU A A.Ad 1 ,

1979.

E,M 4':.fll

day of (

SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

DONAAD GRAGGbil

i: .

A A

.Tn

EVERETT PATRICK, COMMISSIONER

ATTEyy:

Dorothy K. Whitf,l'County Clerk
(SEAL)

APPROVED AS TO FORM BY:

zfi.r 6,Moodore H. Itill, County Cciunsolor
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COUNTY DATE

METROPOUTAN AREA PLANNING DEPARTMENT January 19, 1979

1.0 Board of County Commissioners

FROM Robert A. Lakin, Director of Planning

SUBJECT DR 78-24 Amendment to County Zoning Resolution
Re: Exceptions to height regulations.

Attached hereto is a delineated copy of an amendment to the
Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution providing for additional
exceptions to the height regulations for towers, particularly
those used by ham radio operators and for energy generating
structures. Also attached are excerpts of the MAPC minutes
of the meetings of October 12, 1978 and January 4, 1979.
This item should bo scheduled for the regular meeting of
January 31, 1979.

BACKGROUND

The present Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution establishes
height limits on structures which restrict, in several
districts, the height of radio towers below that deemed
appropriate by the ham and amateur radio operators. We felt,

at the time the Planning Commission was considering amending
the City of Wichita Zoning Ordinance, it would be appropriate
to make a similar amendment to the Sedgwick County Zoning
Rosolution.

At the present timer noncommercial radio towers would be
limited to 35 feet in the "R", "R·-1-", and "AA" districts,
but with a 25 foot sideyard setback the height would be increased
to 45 feet. Radio and televi.sion transmitting towers are
permitted in the "R" and "R-1" districts as a conditional
use and would be limited in height only by the safety reg-
ulations of the building code and restrictions, and when applic-
able, by the airport zoning ordinance.

This matter was discussed by the Planning Commission et
tre October 12, 1978 MAPC meeting. The Planning Comission
dr,forred the matter until Mr. Bernard Burst could piepare
an alternate proposal to allow heiglits greater than the 60
feet that was being considered for noncommercial antennas.
Mr. Bors·t submi.tted an alternate proposal which would allow.
a height up to 200 feet in accordance wi.th FCC regulat.ions.
The staff prepared a compromise proposal which will allow
such hej ahts when the tower is located a di:stance of one-

hal.if the 1-:eight from a side or rear lot line, or an easement
ard an agreement with the adjacent property Owners is
furnished to the Zoning Administrator stipulating that the
tower may exceed 60 fent,

fl
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Page Two

January 19, 1979
Board of County Commissioners
Re: DR 78-24

At the January 4, 1979 MAPC meeting, the Planning Commission
recommended that the attached resolution be forwarded to the

County Commission with a recommendation for adoption.

SUMMARY

This amendment to the Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution will
provide the following changes:

1. Noncommercial ground or structure supported antenna
and aerials will be permitted to a height of 60 feet
in any district that was previously restricted to
35 or 45 feet.

2. It will permit additional height for noncommercial
ground or structure supported antenna and aerials
up to heights permitted by the FCC Regulations when
such towers are located on the property a distance
not less than one-half the height from a sic'·e, rear,
or easement line; and an agreement is submitted with
all property owners within 50 feet consenting to the
additional height above 60 feet.

3. It will permit commercial radio and TV transmitting
towers in the "LC" Light Commercial. District to
exceed the 45 foot height limitation.

4. Energy generating structures will be permitted to a
height of 45 feet in any zoning district.

5. Although it is not a new requirement, the inclusion
of the stat.ement about airport zoning regulations
is a reminder to all that such restrictions are

applicable within the areas of the Mid-Continent
Airport, McConnell Air Force Base and the Beech
Ai.rport.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that this resolution be adopted.

A AJf Li: ch A,4*
'-Robdrt- A. Lakin

Director of Planning
RAL:GL:bbc

Attachments

1 4.=All. T
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Page Three
January 19, 1979
Board of County Commissioners
Re: DR 78-24

CC: Theodore H. Ilill, County Counselor
Grover McLure, Director, Sedgwick County Public Works
Syd Werbin, County Zoning Officer
Wichita Board of Realtors, 717 N. Emporia 67214
Wichita Area Builders Assn., 730 N. Main 67213
Don Elliott, Division Manager, KG&E, 12' E. 1st 67202
Gene Beaver, Director of Civil Preparec. ! 39S
R-A-C-E-S, c/o Bob Serpan, 426 Brown Thrush 67212
C-R-E-S-T, c/o A. F. Brown, 3300 S. Seneca 67217

Air Capitol Radio Club, c/o Al Koster, 1206 Dallas 67217

L
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RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION AMENDING TIIE ZONING RESOLUTION OF SEDGWICK
COUNTY, KANSAS ADOPTED BY Tl]E BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION-
ERS AND EFFECTIVE AFTER MARCH 3. 1958, WITH AMENDMENTS TO
SEPTEMBER 11, 1978, FOR Till UNINCORPORATED TERRITORY LYING
WITIIIN THREE MILES OF THE CITY OF WICHITA, THE CITY OF
HAYSVILLE, TUE CITY OF DERBY, THE CITY OF MULVANE, TILE

CITY OF VALLEY CENTER, TkIE CITY OF GODDARD, AND THAT POR-
TION OF THE AREA WITHIN THREE MILES OF THE CITY OF CHENEY

AS ESTABLISNED BY NE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON

OCTOBER 3, 1973, ALL IN SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS: BY AMEND-
ING SECTION 11 OF TliE SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS ZONING RESOLU-
TION: ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH TiIE AUTHORITY GPANTED IN

SECTION 14. C THEREOF.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF

SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS:

SECTION I. That upon the recommendation of the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission on
January 4, 1979, after notice and public hearing as provided by
law under authority granted by Section 14.C of the Sedgwick
County Zoning Resolution, as adopted March 3, 1958, and subse-
quently amended, Section 12 - "EXCEPTIONS" shall be amended by
amending Subsection C - ":!EIGHT" to read as follows:

C. HEIGirr

1. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:
Penthouses or roof structures for the
housing of elevators, stairways, tanks,
ventilating fans or similar equipment
required to operate and maintain the
building; fire or parapet walls, skylights,
towers, steeples, roof signs, flagpoles,
chimneys, smoke stacks, wireless masts,
water tanks, silos, oil refinery structures
or similar structures may be erected above
the height limits herein proscribed. But,
no penthouse or roof structure, or any
space above the height limit shall be
allowed for the purpose of providing
additional living or working space.

2. Additional Structures Permitted Above Ueight

NEILL
a. Noncommercial, ground or structure supported,

r antennas and aerials which do not exceed a

&2&91.-eggregatLDeight of sixty__j€RL-hal
above_natura. grade,-provIZIER, however, no
portionor the antenna, aerial or any anchor
or quy may encroach upon the land area or
airspace of any adioining or abuttina prop-
erty, and provided further, no portion of the
antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy shall
extend into any required front yard setback,
or into any utility easement.

·'·>6«44?*ff.
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EXCEPTION:

The Zoning Administrator may grant exceptions
to the height limitation provided all of the
following conditions arc found to exist:

(1) Thc_antenna strture shpll not be located
any closor to An interior -s ide- proA?4
Jing, a reirizrpegr.ky.lii€*Lutiliti_eaggr
ment,_ tbALQQ-g=halt the height cd_the.
structure above grade.

(2) An agreement signed by all adjacent property
owners within 50 feet of the boundary line
of the applicant' s property qiving consent.
for tho antenna structure to exceed the height
limitation.

(3) No antenna shall exceed the height pqi;nitte?51
by Federal Communications Rules and Requla-
tions pertaining to the Amateur Radio Service,
and Citizens Radio Service.

b. Energy generating structures not excceding forty-five
(45) feet in height above natural grade; provided,

4 however, such structure shall not be located in any
required yard, nor be located closer to any adiacent
properly than the height of the energy generating
structure.

i )

c. Communication structures in any commercial or indus-
trial district, including radio and television trans-
mi tting towers; prnvided, however, no portion of the
tower, antenna, aerial or any anchor or quy may en-

d croach upon the land area or airspace of any required
front Yard setback or into any utility easement.

3. Regardless of heights permitted by this zoning resolu-
tion, all structures located within the zones (landing,
clear, approach, horizontal, conical and transitional)
establishel adiacent to McConnell Air Force Base, Beech
Airport and Wichita Mid Continent Airport, bv the
"Wichita Airport Zoning Ordinance" (Adopted October 25,
1955), shall not exceed the heights regulated therein.

SECTION II. This resolution shall take affect and be enforced
from and after its adoption and publication in the official County
paper.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of , 1979.

TOM SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

17

DONALD GRAGG, COMMISSIONER

EVERE'1'1· PATRICK, COMMISSIONER
ATTEST:

Dorothy K. White, County Clerk

(SEAL)

9
APPROVED AS TO r'ORM BY:

Theo.Jor, 11. 11 LI], County. (:{Junsolor 3%?4
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December 28, 1978
Dicer.·ber 28, 197S

MET.901'041·TAN AW?EA PLANNING DEPARTMENT Re: DR 78-15 an. DR 78-24

Metropolitan Area Planning Comoission
/0

Glen E. Lytle. Special Assistant for Zoning

DR 78-15 - Possible Amendment to Wichita zoning Ordinance RECOMMENDATION :

DR 78-24 - POS-ible Amendment to Sedgwick County Zoning
Resolution Make whatever changes the Planning Commission deems a-Fro"riat:

Ee: Exemptions to height regulations - Tv and Radio Towers and forward each amendment to the appropriate gover:ting body w·.th
a reco=nendation for adoption.

At the October 12, 1978 meeting, the /1/nning co:amission deferred
any action on thesc two possible ar.enanents for eight weeks to
ails·.: Sornic i orst, a roprosentative of the han radio ore:-ators, Slang. L:<f.t -77

Ch to prepare an alternate propsal. At the December 7, 1978 meeting, s.*ial ./sistate. for Zoning) an additional deferral of four weeks was requested b, the staff.
- /hese amendments will again be considered at the //PC meeting of GEL:bbc

January 4, 1979. cc: I.ober= A. Lakia, Direcuor of Planning
ecn Anderson, Dir.·ctor of Ecer.mic Development

Attached is the previous materi:11 that was I.reser.ted at the Robert Foldner, Super.:itcndent of Central :nspection
October 12, 197/ r.eeting. I have also ir.cluded. for your Con' Beaver, Director o Civil Preparednels
information, a copy of a letter received from Don Elliott, Bernie Bok·st, 3946 N. St. Clair, 67204
Regional Manager cf NG,E, in response to a letter requesting Wichita Area builders Assn., 730 N. Main, 67203
comments on the proposed changes. Wichili Board of Realters, 717 N. Imporia, 67214

12-A-/-1.-6, c/< Bob Ser.pai:, 426 Brown Th/-:m, 07212
A n you will note by the proposed change that was submitted by C-F.-E-£-9, c/o A. F. Brown, 3300 S. Seneca, 67217
'-. Dc ·4 an owner could erect a to·.·er up to a height of 200 Air Caoitol Radio Cluij, c/o Al Kister, 1236 Dallas, 67217
feet. -ifter cor·siCerable discussion 'oot·.·eer. '·Ir. Burst and the Don Elliott, D:vision Managgr, XCLE

Syl Werbin, county Zoning dincerstaff. we hava prepared an altornaw proposal which would permit
the Superintendent of Cen=al Inspection to grant exceptions to
the height liditarion 05 60 feet under specific col:Jitions. The
conditions would be mandatory for alministrative approval br the
St:perintendent of Central Ins·Foccion. A variance coald also be
requested through the Soard of Zon.ing Appeals which. ·would require

. notification of adjace·nt property owners or the public hearing
prior to action by <he BIA,

Another alternative would be tn reduce the permitted height to
35 feet and permit any additj onal heighc up to the GO foot limit:

A,by requiring a setback from adj,ic,nt propert, lines cr caserents
Uj "Gual to in,-half the height of ar. tow< - or antenna. This could

20 re=itted simply by comp.ilne Ch,3 netJack r,-ruirentents.

er it could alr.0 ir.clude U.e rciu.rament of agree:·nt br all
adjacent propetty owners.

L
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1%][IES KANSAS GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

October 25,1978
December 19,1978 00 1 ¢„10T

Mr. Jack Galbraith

Metropolitan Area

RE: DR-78-15 Planning Department

DR-78-24 City of Wichita
455 North Main

Wichita, Kansas 67202

RE: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24
POSSIBLE CHANGE TO THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS Height exceptions

Dear Jack:

We reviewed the possible amendments to the zoning regu-
lations provided by your office. Under Section ZS.04.137 (10)
we recomend some additional wording as follows:

02" Addition to Section 28.04.187 (10}
. . aggregate height of sixty (60) feet above

9 EXCEPTION: The Superintendent of Central Inspection may grant
natural grade provided the strdeture shall not

exceptions to the height limitation providing all be located closer to the titilit· casement than

the height ot the structure; provided, however,of the following conditions arc found to exist:
that no portion .

(a) 111/ antenna structure shall not be located

We feel this is needed to provide adequate safety to
any closer to an interior side property line,

the public and assure continuity of electric service. We 20 not
a rear property line or utility easement, believe it imposes an unwarranted restriction on the property

owner any more than that covered under paragraph 3 of DR 7S-24than one-half the height of the structure above
under "energy generatii,g stnictures".

grade.

Fran time to time we receive requests from customers{b) An agreement signed by all adjacent property
wishing to install base station radics, ham operations, etc.,

owners within 50 fect giving consent for the regarding the proximity of electric lines. It would be appro

antenna structure to exceed the height priate that those requesting permits to in:tall these facilities
bc directed to contact us for information regarding the location

limitation. and voltage of lines in the irmdiate area.
(c) No antenna shall exceed the height permitted by

Ke will be happy to work with Central Inspection ar:d
Federal Co=unications Rules and Regulations custaners in this regard. Ke do appreciate your cons idcraticn

pertaining to the Amateur Radio Service, and on this matter and are available to discuss it further a: your
convenience.

Citizens Radio Service.

Sincerely, Addition to Section 12-C-(2).
Same as above but use the term "Zoning Administrator" for "Superintendent

of Central Inspection", Ul- 1 261918 4001MEIROPOLTOSE1DIE/ts PUNatia ki
cc: Bob Feldner

201 IM-'-Withil,. Kan»,-Mf -i,$$:P.O.Bo,208 ; Wkniti,£Mu6720-..@MoMet#.Cod,31.22//

4
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Proposed Amendment to the Possible Amendment to the City of Wichita 28.04.187 Exceptions to height regulations.Zoning Ordinance Previously Scheduled for Public Hearing Before
the HAPC Thursday, October 12, 1978, and Rescheduled for Public 10. Non-commercial, ground or structure supported antennas
Hearing on December 3, 1978. and aerials which do not exceed a total aggregate height of

sixty (60) feet above natural grade: provided that ground or

At the suggestion of members of MAPC I have prepared a proposed structu,re supported antennas and aerials which are a part of
any amateur radio station or any Citizen Band Radio Service stationamendment to the possible amendment to the city's Zoning Ordinance

g-lection 28.04.187 of the Code of the City of Wichita, Kansas. licensed by the Federal Corriunications Commission shall be subject
only to such height regulations as are provided in Part 97,

--rhe amendment which I propose has the following purposes in mindi particularly Part 97.45 of the Federal Communications Rules and
Regulations pertaining to the Amateur Radio Service, and Part 95,

Subpart D. particularly Part 95.437, of the Federal Coinunications1. It permits the recognition of the Amateur Radio
Service as a worldwide communications service with Rules and Regulations pertaining to the Ckizens Radio Service,

and further provided, however, that no portion of the antenna,
worldwide importance.

aerial or any anchor or guy may encroach upon the land area or

2. It permits the recognition of the Amateur Radio airspace of any adjoining or abutting property; and, provided

Service and Citizens Band Radio Service as communica- further. that no portion of the antenna, aerial or any anchor or

tion systems with significant national importance. guy shall extend into any required front setback or into any
utility easement.

3. It permits the licensed amateur CD'er in Wichita
to function in the furtherance of its declared national
and international purpose.

4. To adopt the amendment as proposed denies no one
of their personal and individual rights to live and
function in a manner most self-fulfilling and
meaningful to such person; whereas, the adoption of
anything less than the proposed amendment relegates
licensed amateur and CD operators in the City of
Wichita to a second class status of citizenship because
of their interest in electronics.

es an individual and a licensed amateur radio operator I urge
that you adopt the proposed amendment as initially suggested by
MAPC staff with paragraph 10 being amended to read as proposed
in the amendment attached hereto.

d 3946 North St. Clair
Wichita. Kansas
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EXCERPT FROM PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF JANUARY 4. 1979: BERNARD BORST, 3946 North St. Clair, stated that aL tbe last

meeting it was buggested that he prepare ses·.·thing 210 :- the 1 -nes
of his thinkini: and reiturn it to thr, Cm.·.mi/nian. lie g id /·mate'l

21. 0,9, Mt 78.15 - Amindment .i the City Zoning Ordinanco - radio 16 al: international situation and is re"gnized in all o.
Radio, TV Tower Heights. the countries. If it has been "cided that it was important encutth

to hat·o a service known as the amatew· service und have alpted
Case No. LR 78-24 - e:entl,to "e County Zoning regulations pertaining to it, then $ felt that for then to con.
Resolution - Radio, 1ghts. sider and take away the authority to function from those uto

parlicipate in thal. dervice tends do away· unth or prevent the
S GLEN E. LYTLE, Special Assisiant for Zoning, stated that

service from accomplishing that for which it u·as deviced. He sug-
there were some concerns expressed by the Planning Commission gested that the Planning Con·-1ission consider and r<lm,t those
at the October 12, 1978 Planning Commission meeting, one of regulations that Lhe Federal Conmunications Commis/ion has
u·h a. was the possibility of oxceeding the 60 foot height which adopted in this area.
was proposed at that time. He said the compromise that was
worked out to Mr. Borst's proposal was to allow the Superintendent CURT TEIOMAS, Amateur Radio Operator, said that he nould
of Central Inspection the authority to grant exceptions to the like to see a height limitation above u·hat now exists to enable
60 foot height providing all of the following conditions are found amatours in the City of Wichita to pursue their hobby.
to exist:

COLE gaid his criwern was the safetv Of the radio anteium,
1. The unienia structure shall not be located any and if 1.here was someone who looked at the gl:y surrer when the

closer te an interior .de prown·ty line. a rear permit wi obtained. lie said he 5aw thit; as a potential preL'
property line or utility easement, than one-half
the height of the structure above grade. ROBERT FELDXER, Superintendent of Central Inspection, stated

that the antenna would be classified as an accesson· stract.ir, 0
2. An a/rooment st/ined b: / 1 adjacent property owners thi properly and ould require a permit. At the ti:re ...e :ier:-,1 E

within 50 feeL givlng consent for the antenna structure Was issued, *·y Wolild havi· to indiente wher.• the :i:M·:11·.a 4.•.1/ be
li exe•.ed 'w hell.L limilatln. located on the setback, Guy wires. ore.

3. 30 antenna shall exceed the height permitted by BAYOUTII *:ald th.it the r.:Pida for ul:Jerip·ound 4/ilities. i':.s
Feder:,1 Communications 'h:les und /01/lation' ver- to eliminate telephone pc les an,1 :tructures above ground.
taining to the Amateur Radio Service, and Citizens
Radio Service.

BELL stated that if there were r.el-hborhoods thu: were co:werned
with aesthetics and struer ureis 1 il.i· th:,4 . il i:, s.,methi:,6 :Lat e.in

LYTLE ·mid that he et=i.o:ns by [ion ./11/tb. .......1 be handled Within deed re·:trietior.5. 11: ·gaid ho did l·.ot tu.:lt t.-•
bar- of XGLE. indlicated r.h:,t 1·,n tholight 1.$ anli·nna should be 100 percent in favor 01 111·. Borst's argument that becaiuMe the
be a distance away froni any easenient the height of the tower. FCC does some kind of renitating. then it was not neeess..ry to
Failure of antenna struclures are due to ice ouildup, and uben comply with local zoning requirements.
this occuM. it will normally collapse witilin a much smaller
area than the height of the tow/.1 . I.YTLE felt thar the statement MOTION: ThaL the Plaiming Co=nission

tllity easer-ent·' should be amnend,·/ to say "utility easement that r,·commend to the C:n· sid County Cum-
rov:dod al.ve ground utilikies'·. Thohe· L.:10.· 1:round would mission' tbat the propok.ed ame:,dments

not be affected in any way by this anien/ment. and mirn/d nrit bc be approved. Savin. !].0·ed, Jones
included. He pointed out that on the County ameAdmi·nl, there is secunded.
a 40 Invt height limit in Ute lillii co/nerciali djstricL in the

County Zonic./ Re,solution. There should be u Nimilar prorlsion LAKIN askea if the language should not be inserted 1/ the
that is ... the Clty propcsal of 28.04.187 49) included in the motion pertaining to the ad.)ment ·.roperty cuners within SO feet
County Resolution 90 that thuy would nor k regulated in the giVing Con:.ent for the anten- t,Lr.ic:ure, and ··ULU:ic . Farea-
light co=:./.reial dlbirict of 45 ject. LYTI.E added ili:/ there theses alter that "„11/,1 0:Hed by above? 61-Ound Utillties". 41:1.: al/0
g Ke c„ncr·rn by the Plannini: Commi,sion of thi· Iright of include the exception for commercial anren:las in Tho .:61·,t com-
these to·strs in certain areas where there are undertround

mercial district in ']ir Ctiumly.
ctilitles. IP.· suid th:,t ir thls u.ls a concern, then po:ssibly

e 8 30-foot height limitation for an, tower in / res,dratial area SAVINA said he would not be in favor of the terri used
could be a starting point, and then allow exceptions to exceed by above-ground utilities·' because guy wires could interfere with
that height providi ng: they net back from th/ adjacent property underground 'Lil.ies.
lines a distance equal to one-hall the heigni or the Lover.

IYTLE said the gay lines would not be permitted ia the
1!AY :,tated that the decision would be n,ado through ihe easement.

Superintendent of Central Inspection, and if the decision v.as
not acceptable to the applicant would rhey have the option of SAVINA said that the other tu·o suggestions could be put
going to the Board of Zr.ning Appeals. in his motion. JONES as second agreed.

LYTLE stated that if tle applicant complies with the three li/YOUTH said thal 60 foot was too hiGh. It was not Just
conditions. the Superintindent of Central Inbpec tion could issue

the aesthetics. it waM interference from the toweri tj.: was
the permit to a height permitted by the FCC regulations. / they
do not com/ly, then the Board of Zoning Appeals could still hear

a requeht for a variance from the 60-foot height limitation or COLE asked if this takes care of the concern of KGS.E of

the selack requirement. being close to power lines.

BAYOUTH asked if this perrained only to towers that have TIM RICHARDS. Kansa Gas & Electric, said that he was
guy wires. LYTLE stated no, anything that wis an accessory uppearing more out of interest for the topic. The wordim;
structure. that KILE suggested was aimed at providing a situation where it

would hopefully be impossible for a to·.ier of acy height to fall
GREIDER asked how high would a wind generator be permitted. and come in contact with utilities. lie said thut they could

LYTLE Gal they would be permitted a 45 foot height under this
provision.

-2-

'404

i



'rlf

·1

live with what was being proposed. The restriction to setback
one-half the height of the tower would probably remove theal from
a situation where this could happen. Their inpul into this
matter was borne more out of concern for safety and continuity
of service to an area.

VOTE ON 1·HE MOTION: It carried

unanimously. Hennessy was absent.
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EXCERPT FROM PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF OCTOBER 12, 1978;

29. Case No. DR 78-15 - Amendment to rhe City Zoning
Ordinance - Radio, TV Tower Heights.

LYTLE stated that this was being submi:zed for ccnilderation.
He recalled one situation of this type of broadcasting where che
transmission had created enough problems that it did require
the individual to move his operation to another location. This
was because it was determined thit his operatic·. was a ce==ercial

venture in a residential area. LYTLE pointed out :ha, there are

many areas in the city that have mature trees and above-ground
Utilities and 50 foor towers in those types of areas are not too
noticeable.

30. Case No. DR 78-24 - Amendmen, to the County Zoning
hesolurlci - Radio, TV Tower Heights. SAVINA asked if a permit was required for erecting towers.

LYTLE stored yes. any tower covered by the building code, a

GLEN E. LYTLE, Special Assistant for Zoning. stated the permit would be required.

ordinance 'as prepared to try to resolve some of the problems                 ./.
that Central Inspection has had with the administration of SAVINA stated that a construction safety report that he j
che height restric:ions as related to radio towers. He said receives indicated that the number cne cause of accidental

That la the present ordinance accessory structures are limited
death was the erection of towers by being Ho close co electric 

to 60& of the height of the =ain structure within tht.t district. · 1lnes. He felt that electric lines should definitely be ouslized .
There are difforemt height restrictions within the ordinance, on the permit and he wondered if KG12 had been con,acted.

particularly as ic relates co residential zoning districis.
In cost cases this u·culd place a 21-foot heigM limitation on
accessory s:ructures. This is not adequate to instill a radio
tiwer, particularly the ham operator•; imve indicated that they
need a greater telgar in order to transmit and receive. What

is proposed in the ordiiance is w allow amateur radio towers
up to a 60-foot height limitation in these residential districts.
k is stipulaced that the structure. guy wires or any appertenance

GALBRAITH said than he uas not certain whether KG.E ·-as
advised thit this proposal las under consldera:ien or not.
He said rhat the staff was concerned about increasin' the
per:nitted height for towers ana he personally did not want zo
see 1005 flexibility given to one user m a single family d:str.ct.
He suggested a deferral might be in order w review :le :matter
with KGIE.

not be located li :ne front yard se[back or be located on a
recorded utillzy easement. He said they have also included a ROBERT FELDNER, Superiatendect of Cedral Inspec:lon,

provlsion for Inc·rg, gecerating towers. Due to the fact that stated that Lytle had covered the subject ven· u·/11.

wind generating ziwers could be far more objectionable than thal in the pasT few years the advent of the CS radio had seen

radio towers due to:he noise factor, the proximity to adjacent a lot of new radio anle'lles go up ar.d 1: hal bee. a problcm

property is regulated and any tower should maintain a setback in policing these installations. Mes: of the probleins t':a-
from adjacent Property a disrance equal to the tower height. his department hus experienced was la the private indivia·=il

LYTLE pointed out thi: in the amendment there is a reference type tower. They have had no problem wich :ne cco.:7.ernal

to the airport zoning ordinince which would further limir the to·Keri. -ELDNER said that Thwy have h:/ .2 -:imber 0: indulres ·a,

taller =,-ercial structuris within the co//unity when they are in the past Ihree years on wind pc···,·e- generators. He fel: ta=t

adjacen: to the airports :hat are regulated by cho airpon zoning that one thlic co be cons.dered on wind power Ne:terucers is

ordinance· LYTLE said that another amendment that was included that they do put out a cer=in amount of noise. He said tha:

was the exception of heighz for public or femi-public buildings, he had a copy of a letter addressed to Ly:le from Lhe Sedeick

churches hospitals and iascitutions in the ··R-5" or ··R-6" District. County Civil Preparedness office, stating that the CS pecple

Although some of these uses would not be permited in those are qurte happy unth the word.ng in the propcsed amend=ent , -
distr.cts, they are permitted the same height limitations as in however, there is still scme liesitancy on the part of the ham

The "Al", "A'· and ' RI" Districts which would permit them up to operators.and :hat uas mainly on the height of the to····er. They

c,-r•i.•fi,-,1.2 felt they needed more height =han the /0 feet proposed.
a height 0, 73 ree- % was incic:*'JU -luL

in any commercial or industrial district would have no height limita
tions excep, as regulated by the airport zoning lin.tations.

LrrLE stated thar the same limitations are proposed for
the County Resolution as was proposed for the City Zoning
Ordinance as far as the radio towers and energy generating
towers in the residential areas· However, in the County Resolu-
tlon there are no heigh, limitations in the commercial and indus-
trial districts and therefore there is no need for height excep-
tiens in those districts.

BAYOUTH asked how high would the v
FELDNER said £4 45 feet is proposed.
people had considered having i cci//in.
and being able to tie inio This .ower.
had been one individual in his office :
type of idea, but he wag talking abour

BARRIER asked if this problem cami
of Zoning Appeals.

;ind generators be built.
BAYOUTH asked .f these

4 type ./wer 1. e./ area
FILDNER said that:here

WI a year ago ·Ath that
a tower 130 feet tall.

3 up often on the Board

BAYOUTH asked if a permit had to be obtained before a tower
,·as built. LYTLE said thu not as fir as zoning was concerned,
there is no permit required but rhe building code requires permits
for structures and accessory structures.

BAYOCTH said that the biggest complaint of radio towers
was the interference it cluses with receiving television signals
and not the heignt, and Central Inspection and FCC has no way
of preventing this. He Aked how was this regulated.

LYTLE Said that was not regulated by zoning.

CHAIRIAN TAYLOR skid that BZA had not had any ins:ances
to her knowledge since she had been on the board. :I".4

GREIDER asked by this proposal u·hat would this do to tre
Sedgwick County residences. lie said that this proposal would -k

even have influx on the wind mill generators.

GALBRAITH said thit this aclendient did rot apply to wind-
mills on a farm. GREIDER said tha: he was no: talking about a
windmill for a farm, but felt thit the rules were ge,:ing too
stringent, tying up more people with more regulations in the
County.

es

BAYOUnt said that it seems to him that more problems were
being created for the people in the area. LYTLE remarked thai the County has the same building codes

as the City of Wichita and if U is a struciure, it does require
a permit.

1 -
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ALLEN GWINN. amateur radio operator. stated that the radio
operators have two pri=ary areas of concern with this ordinance.
First of which is the overall height of towers and the Iripula-
00-s chat are placed on them, and the second area of concern
is the wires which is placed from the fron: curb of the street
to the 'ron: easement of the house. He said that heigh:s were
controlled by local ordinances and by the Communication Act of
the FCC and basically The rules stipulate that an an.ennae tower

over 200 :eet in height haste be filed with the Federal Aviation
Authorities for airport safeI, information. Therefore, the FCC

allows heights up to 200 feer in ground level for acateur antennaes.
With the proposed ordinance :uture antennae construction would be
li:aired for concommercial towers :0 60 feet. He pointed out that
the a=ateur radio service has distinguished itself numerous times
during d.sasiers. He said that they would ask if a height limita-

ulco was going co be placed on amateur towers thar an addendum
be attached 9 1, whoreby by special permit or by special inspec-
tien, at the request of tho amateur radio operation. which would

allow a ha:= operator to exceed the 60 feet level. GWIN) said

that his other concern ·was the wires. In many cases in Wichita

property lines were drawn so that the front of the house is
narrower than the lot 3 10/g. Wire antennaes are the most

reasonable to build for the amateur radi.. opera:ors and are

the longest which means it has to oe suretched from the back of
the 10, 2 the froot of the lot. The line need:s to be high and

in the clear to get proper radiation pat.crIs. GWINX stated that

ham radio operators attempt :o improve on what they see is a
fairly gocd safetr record. He requested :har amiteurs be
allowed ze =ain:ain wire antennaes placed berween the curb
and the front easement. He emphasized that no ham operator

would no: get a guy ·/tri close to a utility line because of the
'ear of being shocked.

stops on baseball dia:nonds. Unlity poles in the alleys. etc. ,
and yet deny the radio amateur operator the riqhz w put up an

1 antennae tower to hold up an: ennaes. BORST said =hat as a

k citizen and property owner, he felt he had scme rights -0 use
£ his properry ir. a v.·ay that pleases him and if radio werating

pleases him then he should be able to do ihis acd nor be con-
trolled by someone who lives ne:/ door to kim merely because
they like something else in their house and do not like wha:
he does in his house. He did agree that radio iici television,
interference has in some instances been a problem and because
it has been a problem. the Wichita Amateur Rad.0 Club has for

years maintained a TV eye committee, thar whenever a //cplaint
is called iito the radio club, they trould inve igate :har
problem and determine what caused it. He saic Lat he had
investigated m:any TV eye complaints and in each instance he
has found that the problem was not in the transmitting equipment,
the problem was in the defectlvu uo: dltlen or the equlpment wolch
was being interfered with. lie Mid th:li this has become r.or·e
prevalent ir recent years because of the use of trans-3-ers and
they are more supeeptible to incerference :han others. To cope
with this, the FCC has passed regulations requiring :ight cerul-
fication. lie said thar he was in favor of rhe GO foot heigh.Es
and was also in favor of more than 30 feet because amateur raio

being in an experimental area and becAuse the :requene:es c. the
broad speetrwn from lou frequencies Ic, Cle CliF ar.d ir.-0 the
UHF determines the size of your antescae and height. -f the
amateur is restricted you restricu him fully fre= taner-ment-=/
in this area. He suggested :har 60 foot u·:.s a reasc:.able heift

subject to one limirazion, if an amateur :·acted to exceed :ce 60
foot jUnita: ion, tha: he be required to present his plans to
Central Inspection with En/reering dizi for the pur/cse of
determining the safety factors c: 8 tower ticr. would support
the antennae. the guy wires and upon receiving Central
Inspection's approval tbe permt would be =11/ue/.

BELL asked i: Ir. Gwinn realized the existing state of the
law, tha: legally naw ham operators arc limited in most cases
to a much lesser height than 60 feec. Ham operators are illigal
now and the ordinance would make them less illegal.

MAY s-ated that she was unable zo use her stereo or radio

frc= 9 a./. uctil 1 p./. any day because of a radio operator.
She said she was very interested in hearing from KE:E about this

32' be'/re she made a decisioc, and kive a little more time to con-
sider the kind of things that have been sulgesred. She was also

concerned about tile sal: ety facrors.

E BERNARD V. BORET, 39•46 X. St. Clair, said thar he was al/ear-
ing as ac amateur radio operator and has been one for 30 years.
Ee ..d -ha= in his experience as an amareur radlo operator, he
has had the opportunity to research back into the past for the
reasc- 02 the exisrence of radic operators.
crea.zed by the Ferieral Governmenc because there was a need for

it al the time it was created and there still is a need for K.

 If i; bad zor been for che amateur operanors. who /cer World
:r, I rre given wh. w. thought to be a no-man's-land which.....or be used :or (9==unication and now consist of that area

02 =he radio =requencies tlat is presently used for all communi-
Cations. The amateur :110 operators over the years have been
the largest free of charge radio laboratory and it has all been
doce and f inanced by the amateur out of his own pocket. He felt

that this d•.serves to be accredited ror la. kind of activity
a=d ir ·411 continue to furnish the public with a cerrain rype

3 of public 5er···ice that is expected from it in the future.
BORST said th=t a radlo tower, to .., was as pretty as any
tree and it has been his experience that it was a lot less

likely to ge: struck by lightning than a tree. He said that

1 30 years he has only seen one ar--eur radio tower that had

bce= struck by lightning. He said rhat he had taken down and

3 / put up towers many times and not one accident has occurred in
 any of those instances. He said that it was difficult to under-

stand how ore could put up lights to light tennis courts, back-

BAYOUTH said chat :here has to be a way co handle the
neighborhood without approving a blacket ordinance cha
lei everyone put up a tower at least 60 feet high.

BORST said his concern 10 radio towers was safety
unit was safe then he was protected =d so were otter

BELL asked.if Mr. Borst would prepare a draft of ·wh"
he wis suggesting for the Planning Co=..sslor.'s consideratice.
BORST said that le would bo happy to prepare a draft.

MOTION: Thi= the Planning Ce=.ssion 4
defer th.s jitter for Go cays and that

Whls be locked 1GCO by Central I:ispecti©i.
Planning staff, and thar K /2 be asked
for their input as 0 the distance from
their service entrance cables including

transmission cables. Savica moved,

Heonessy seconded.

GALBRAITIi stated that he was disturbed by the unlicized
heights that Mr. 5/5, gas suggestic/· The ""ents "d cos-

cerns about structural safety was mentioned, but nothing gas
said about whether or not the tower 12 a residential area was

going to be unacceptable to the character of te area. He
saidthit 60 foot het:hts was thought W be out of cha:·act#
with single srory residences and yet it u·as suggested that
there be unlimited heights as long as it was safe and Cdr.u·al
Inspection looks at the plans.

BELL said thar in those areas -here everything u·as under-
ground there might be a problem, bur the exisring areas thal
allow telephone poles there may be a double ser of standar...

ICIE ON THE MOTION: Ic carried

unanimously. Cole, Jones and
Barrier were absent.
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) Published in the Wichita Beacon on

RESOLUTION

9*9

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE ZONING RESOLUTION OF SEDGWICK
COUNTY, KANSAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION-
ERS AND EFFECTIVE AFTER MARCH 3, 1958, WITH AMENDMENTS TO
SEPTEMBER 11, 1978, FOR THE UNINCORPORATED TERRITORY LYING
WITHIN THREE MILES OF THE CITY OF WICHITA, THE CITY OF
HAYSVILLE, THE CITY OF DERBY, THE CITY OF MULVANE, THE
CITY OF VALLEY CENTER, THE CITY OF GODDARD, AND THAT POR-
TION OF THE AREA WITHIN THREE MILES OF THE CITY OF CHENEY
AS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON

OCTOBER 3, 1973, ALL IN SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS: BY AMEND-

ING SECTION 11 OF THE SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS ZONING RESOLU-
TION: ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AUTHORITY GRANTED IN

SECTION 14.C THEREOF.

ill

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COU 'TY COMMISSIONERS OF

SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS:

SECTION I. That upon the recommendation of the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission on
January 4, 1979, after notice and public hearing as provided by
law under authority granted by Section 14.C of the Sedgwick
County Zoning Resolution, as adopted March 3, 1958, and subse-
quently amended, Section 12 - "EXCEPTIONS" shall be amended by
amending Subsection C - "HEIGHT" to read as follows:

C. HEIGHT

1. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:
Penthouses or roof structures for the

housing of elevators, stairways, tanks,
ventilating fans or similar equipment
required to operate and maintain the
building; fire or parapet walls, skylights,
towers, steeples, roof signs, flagpoles,
chimneys, smoke stacks, wireless masts,

72,r-/'//"--
water tanks, silos, oil refinery structures
or similar structures may be erected above
the height limits herein prescribed. But,

no penthouse or roof structure, or any
space above the height limit shall be
allowed for the purpose of providing

- additional living or working space.

2. Additional Structures Permitted Above Height 7. 41.-

Limit:

a. Noncommercial, ground or structure supported,
antennas and aerials which do not exceed a

total aggregate height of sixty (60) feet
above natural grade; provided, however, no
portion of the antenna, aerial or any anchor
0- guy may encroach upon the land area or

R

airspace of any adjoining or abutting prop-
erty, and provided further, no portion of the -
antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy shall 1„
extend into any required front yard setback,
or into any utility easement.

23+AL
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EXCEPTION:

The Zoning Administrator may grant exceptions
to the height limitation provided all of the
following conditions are found to exist:

(1) The antenna structure shall not be located
any closer to an interior side property
line, a rear property line or utility ease-
ment, than one-half the height of the
structure above grade.

(2) An agreement signed by all adjacent property
owners within 50 feet of the boundary line
of the applicant's property giving consent
for the antenna structure to exceed the height
limitation.

(3) No antenna shall exceed the height permitted
by Federal Communications Rules and Regula-
tions perhaining to the Amateur Radio Service,
and Citizens Radio Service.

b. Energy generating structures not exceeding forty-five
(45) feet in height above natural grade; provided,
however, such structure shall not be located in any
required yard, nor be located closer to any adjacent
property than the height of the energy generating
structure.

c. Communication structures in any commercial or indus-
trial district, including radio and television trans-
mitting towers; provided, however, no portion of the
tower, antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy may en-
croach upon the land area or airspace of any required
front yard setback or into any utility easement.

3. Regardless of heights permitted by this zoning resolu-
tion, all structures located within the zones (landing,
clear, approach, horizontal, conical and transitional)
established adjacent to McConnell Air Force Base, Beech
Airport and Wichita Mid Continent Airport, by the
"Wichita Airport Zoning Ordinance" (Adopted October 25,
1955), shall not exceed the heights regulated therein.

SECTION II. This resolution shall take affect and be enforced
from and after its adoption and publication in the official County
paper.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of , 1979.

TOM SCOTT, CHAIRMAN

DONALD GRAGG, COMMISSIONER

EVERETT PATRICK, COMMISSIONER
ATTEST:

Dorothy K. White, County Clerk

(SEAL)

APPROVED AS TO FORM BY:

Theodore H. 1Iill, County Counselor

··1> dtp
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Board of County Commissioners

Robert A. Lakin, Director of Planning

DR 78-24 Amendment to Countv 'yoning Resolution ·
Re: Exceptions to height regulations.

Attached hereto is a delineated copy of an amendment to the
Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution providing for additional
exceptions to the height regulations for towers, particularly
those used by ham radio operators and for energy generating
structures. Also attached are excerpts of the MAPC minutes
of the meetings of October 12. 1978 and January 4, 1979.
This item should be scheduled for the regular meeting of
January 31, 1979.

BACKGROUND

LW

ni

19, 1979 1

t

The present Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution establishes
height limits on structures which restrict, in several
districts, the height of radio towers below that deemed
appropriate by the ham and amateur radio operators. We felt,
at the time the Planning Commission was considering amending
the City of Wichita Zoning Ordinance, it would be appropriate
to make a similar amendment to the Sedgwick County Zoning
Resolution.

At the present time, noncommercial radio towers would be
limited to 35 feet in the "R", "R-1", and "AA" districts,
but with a 25 foot sideyard setback the height would be increased
to 45 feet. Radio and television transmitting towers are
permitted in the "R" and "R-1" districts as a conditional
use and would be limited in heigh. only by the safety reg-
ulations of the building code and restrictions, and when applic-
able, by the airport zoning ordinance.

This matter was discussed by the Planning Commission at
the October 12, 1978 MAPC meeting. The Planning Commission
deferred the matter until Mr. Bernard Borst could prepare
an alternate proposal to allow heights greater than the 60
feet that was being considered for noncommercial antennas.
Mr. Borst submitted an alternate proposal which would allow
a height up to 200 feet in accordance with FCC regulations.
The staff prepared a compromise proposal which will allow
such heights when the tower is located a distance of one-
half the height from a side or rear lot line, or an easement
and an agreement with the adjacent property owners is
furnished to the Zoning Administrator stipulating that the
tower may exceed 60 feet.

0.22iji!%*3%1.
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Page Two
January 19, 1979

Board of County Commissioners
Re: DR 78-24

At the January 4, 1979 MAPC meeting, the Planning Commission
recommended that the attached resolution be forwarded to the
County Commission with a recomnendation for adoption.

?34 SUMMARY

This amendment to the Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution will
provide the following changes:

1. Noncommercial ground or structure supported antenna
and aerials will be permitted to a height of 60 feet
in any district that was previously restricted to
35 or 45 feet.

«>1 9..
42
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2. It will permit additional height for noncommercial
ground or structure supported antenna and aerials
up to heights permitted by the FCC Regulations when
such towers are located on the property a distance
not less thun one-half the height from a side, rear,
or easement line; aad an agreement is submitted with
all property owners within 50 feet consenting to the
additional height above 60 feet.

3. It will permit commercial radio and TV transmitting
towers in the "LC" Light Cammercial District to
exceed the 45 foot height limitation.

4. Energy generating structures will be permitted to a
height of 45 feet in any zoning district.

5. Although it is not a new requirement, the inclusion
of the statement about airport zoning regulations
is a reminder to all that auch restrictions are
applicable within the areas of the Mid-Continent
Airport, McConnell Air Force Base and the Beech
Airport.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that this resolution be adopted.

Robert A. Lakin
Director of Planning

RAL:GL: bbc
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Page Three
January 19, 1979
Board of County Commissioners
Re: DR 78-24

cc: Grover McLure, Director, Sedgwick County Public Works
iti.,0 Syd Werbin, County Zoning Officer

Wichita Board of Realtors, 717 N. Emporia 67214
Wichita Area Builders A8sn., 730 N. Main 67213

4*% Don Elliott, Division Manager, KGGE, 120 E. 1st 67202
Gene Beaver, Director of Civil Preparedness
R-A-C-E-S, c/o Bob Serpan, 426 Brown Thrush 67212
C-R-E-S-T, c/o A. F. Brown, 3300 S. Seneca 67217
Air Capitol Radio Club, c/o Al Koater, 1206 Dallas 67217
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December 28.

Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

Glen E. Lytle, Special Assistant for Zoning

DR 78-12.- Possible Amendment to Wichita Zoning Ordinance
LER 78-24 > Possible Amendment to Sedgwick County Zoning--' Resolution

Re: Exemptions to height regulations - TV and Radio Towers

At the October 12, 1978 meeting, the Planning Commission deferred
any action on these two possible amendments for eight weeks to
allow Bernie Eorst, a representative of the ham radio operators,
to prepare an alternate proposal. At the December 7, 1978 meeting,
an additional deferral of four weeks was requested by the staff.
These amendiments will again be considered at the MAPC meeting of
January 4, 1979.

Attached is the previous material that was presented at the
October 12, 1978 meeting. I have also included, for your
information, a copy of a letter received from Don Elliott,
Regional Manager of KG&E, in response to a lotter requesting
comments on the proposed changes.

As you will note by the proposed change that was submitted by
Mr. Borst, an owner could erect a tower up to a height of 200
feet. After considerable discussion between Mr. Dorst and the
staff, we have prepared an alternate proposal which would permit
the Superintendent of Central Inspection to grant exceptions to
the height limitation of 60 feet under specific conditions. The
conditions would be mandatory for adininistrative approval by the
Superintendent of Central Inspection. A variance could also be
requested through the Board of Zoning Appeals which would require
notification of adjacent property owners of the public hearing
prior to action by the HZ.A.

Another alternative would be to reduce the permitted height to
35 feet and permit any additional height up to the 60 foot limit
by requiring a setback from adjacent property lines or easements
equal to one-half the height of the tower or antenna. This coul
be permitted simply by complying with the setback requirements,
or it could also include the requirement of agreement by all
adjacent property owners.

-.
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Page Two 
MAPC

December 28, 1978
Re: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24

RECOMMENDATION:

Make whatever changes the Planning Commissicn deems appropriate Il,m
and forward each amendment to the appropriate governing body with
a recommendation for adoption.

3
Glen E. Lytle
Special Assistant for Zoning

GEL:bbc

cc: Robert A. Lakin, Director of Planning
Don Anderson, Director of Economic Development
Robert Feldner, Superintendent of Central Inspection
Gene Beaver, Director of Civil Preparedness
Bernie Borst, 3946 .1. St. Clair, 67204
Wichita Area Builders Assn., 730 N. Main, 67203
Wichita Board of Realtors, 717 N. Emporia, 67214
R-A-C-E-S, c/o bob Serpan, 426 Brown Thrush, 67212
C-R-E-S-T, c/o A. F. Brown, 3300 S. Seneca, 67217
Air Capitol Radio Club, c/o Al Koster, 1206 Dallas, 67217
Don Elliott, Division Mana KG&ESyd Werbin, County zoning micer

1

3
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December 5, 1978

(See reverse side for mailing)

Re: Radio-TV Tower

amendments to zoning
regulations

Gentlemen:

Attached hereto are copies of the possible amendments to the
City of Wichita zoning ordinance and the Sedgwick County
zoning resolution that were first considered by the Planning
Commission at their meeting of October 12, 1978. These

amendments were prepared as a result of discussions before
the Planning Commibsion by the amateur radio groups on the
limitation on height of towers within the existing zoning
regulations.

As you will note, the proposed amendment would allow radio
towers to be exempt from the height limitations of the resi-
dential zoning districts and would permit such towers to be
erected to a height of 60 feet. This is an exemption of
such uses from the 21 foot height limitation now generally4%.t193 i :
permitted for accessory structures in most residential4=**rit zoning districts.

.1

i

PRE¥

In discussion at the Planning Commission meeting of October
12, 1978, there were mixed feelings on the part of the Plan-
ning Commission and the staff of the proposal. There was

concern expressed by some of such towers being erected to
such heights in new residential areas where all utilities
are underground. Others indicated such towers are objectionable
in neighborhoods and should be permitted to exceed the normal
height limitations for accessory structures only after public
hearing and approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals.

r

the 60 foot proposal. After considerable discussion, the Plan-

Representatives of the amateur radio clubs indicated their
desire for even more flexibility in the height limitations than

ning Commission deferred any action on the ordinance change'•,Uttij
'3%;t -933

E;Zip
E:i?£443*
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Environmental Resources

Advisory Board
c/o Jim Aiken, DIrector
Environmental Health

Proj ect ·Beauty
c/o Pat Guinan
135 North Pershing
wachita, KS 67208

Wichita Board of Realtors

717 North Emporia
Wichita, KS . 67214

Wichita Area Builders Assoc
730 N. Main - Suite A
Wichita, KS 67203

3
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Page Two

December 5, 1978

until a proposal was submitted for their consideration by Mr.
Bernard Borst as a representative of the amateur radio oper-
ators. A copy of his proposal is attached, for your infor-
mation. As you will note, he refers to Federal Communication
Rules and Regulations for the control of the air waves which
would place a maximum height of 200 feet above ground level
for antenna structures.

This proposal will be returned to the MAPC for further con-
sideration at their regular meeting of January 4, 1979.
Should your organization or individuals wish to comment on
this matter, they can be presented at the MAPC hearing or may
be submitted to this office for distribution to the Planning
Commission.

Sincerely,

Glen E. Lytle
Special Assistant 49*19
for.Zoning ha42.Rf

GEL:el

cc: Robert A. Lakin, Director of Planning
Jack H. Galbraith, Chief Planner

94
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METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING
DEPARTMENT December 5, 1978

CITY HAN 1 TENTH FLOOR

455 NORTH MAIN STREET
WICHITA, KANSAS 67202

% {316) 268·4561

Re; DR 78-15

DR 78-24

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Please be advised that the proposed amendments to the
zoning regulations related to Radio-TV Towers will be returned
to the Planning Commission for their consideration at the
regular Metropolitan Area Planning Commission meeting on
January 4, 1978,

A copy of the alternate proposal that has been prepared
by Bernard V. Borst is attached for your information.. Addi-
tional changes are also being developed by the staff and will
be furnished to you at a later date.

Si. cerely, D- .A

Gien E. Lytle /'
Special Assistant
for Zoning

GEL:el
Att.

yiS



Proposed Amendment to the Possible Amendment to the City of Wichita 28.04.187 Exceptions to height regulations.Zoning Ordinance Previously Scheduled for Public Hearing Before
4

the MAPC Thursday, October 12, 1978, and Rescheduled for Public
Hearing on December 3, 1978. 10. Non-commercial, ground or structure supported antennas

and aerials which do not exceed a total aggregate height of
sixty (60) feet above natural grade: provided that ground or
structure supported antennas and aerials which are a part ofAt the suggestion of members of MAPC I have prepared a proposed

amendment to the possible amendment to the city's Zoning Ordinance any amateur radio station or any Citizen Band Radio Service station

0 Section 28.04.187 of the Code of the City of Wichita, Kansas. licensed by the Federal Communications Commission shall be subject
only to such height regulations as are provided in Part 97,

The amendment which I propose has the following purposes in mind: particularly Part 97.45 of the Federal Communications Rules and
Regulations pertaining to the Amateur Radio Service, and Part 95,
Subpart D, particularly Part 95.437, of the Federal Communications1. It permits the recognition of the Amateur Radio Rules and Regulations pertaining to the Citizens Radio Service,Service as a worldwide communications service with
and further provided, however, that no portion of the antenna,worldwide importance. aerial or any anchor or guy may encroach upon the land area or

2. It permits the recognition of the Amateur Radio airspace of any adjoining or abutting property; and, provided

Service and Citizens Band Radio Service as communica- further, that no portion of the antenna, aerial or any anchor or
guy shall extend into any required front Yard setback or into anytion systems with significant nationalimportance.
utility easement.

3. It permits the licensed amateur CB'er in Wichita
to function in the furtherance of its declared national
and international purpose.

4. To adopt th/ amendment as proposed denies no one
of their personal and individual rights to live and
function in a manner most self-fulfilling and
meaningful to such person; whereas, the adoption Of
anything less than the proposed amendment relegates
licensed amateur and CB operators in the City of
Wichita to a second class status of citizenship because
of their interest in electronics.

1,-4/ As an individual and a licensed amateur radio operator I urge
that you adopt the proposed amendment as initially suggested by
MAPt staff with paragraph 10 being amended to read as proposed
in the amendment attached hereto.

W0LNE
3946 North St. Clair

Wichita, Kansas

E
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Mr
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Dear

oer 16, 1976

Bernard Borst

North St. Clair

Kansas 67204

Re: DR 78-15 and 78-24

Height exceptions

RA,•n 4 At

Wichita,

m

tftwk
You are no doubt aware of the Planning Commission's decision

431*-

to defer action on the proposed amendments to the zoning regu-

lations for sixty (00) days. It was also included in their

motion that you would submit your language for. the ordinance 401'll"/1
that would allow an individual to deviate from the height 449.
limitation on an individual basis.

Will
I would point out to you, as I did to the Planning Commission,
that your suggestions to vary the height of a structure on the
basis of safety in design is not a basis for a variance as set

-        forth in KSA 12-715 that can be granted by the Board of Zoning
Appeals.

'1%*:42

I am of the opinion that the majority of objections to radio

and not of a safety conceri When you have some suggestions
towers in a residential neighborhood is that of appearance

on this, I would like to set a meeting with Lakln and myself ,
to discuss the possibilities of handling the height restrictions
in an administrative procedure rather than the Board of Zoning -
Appeals.

As these amendments will be reconsidered by the Planning
Commission on December 7, 1978, we would appreciate any
proposal you have by the middle of November.

If I, or any of the staff can be of help to you, please let
me know.

Sincerely,

226
3'Q*

Jack H. Galbraith

Chief Planner

JHG:bbc

ret

-%„ A .11 0%99*99*
Age* ' -Al,M,fM

r:P S u.

Aw'---IMV'.5,443.

,:5*Ii-=Ii..r#-:,: .p)'2*.0,;, '   Ci2<*:4:,#*mli;If:&0ui.· ,
$.



2346/£W
€2,

rN
KANSAS «S AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

' ....-... COMP.Ny I

October 25, 1978
DON H ELLIOTT

Mialota)*-wH,TAR,oill

4 Mr. Jack Galbraith
' Metropolitan Area

Planning Department
City of Wichita
455 North Main

- Wichita, Kansas 67202

RE: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24
-'I-*&.-

Height exceptions

Dear Jack: ..
We reviewed the possible amendments to the zoning regu-- /1-lations provided by your office. Under Section 28.04.187 (10)

we recommend some additional wording as follows:                       -

==2231

. . aggregate height of sixty (60) feet above
natural grade provided the structure shall not
be located closer to the utility easement than
the height of the structure; provided, however, .
that no portion . .

We feel this is needed to provide adequate safety to
#.the public and assure continuity of electric service. We do 'not f*believe it imposes an unwarranted restriction on the property

owner any more than that covered under paragraph 3 of DR 78-24 89/&*Filk

under "energy generating structures".

From time to time we receive requests from customers
wishing to install base station radios, ham operations, etc.,
regarding the proximity of electric lines. It would be appro-
priate that those requesting permits to install these facilities
be directed to contact us for information regarding the location
and voltage of lines in the immediate area.

RPV

We will be happy to work with Central Inspection and ,
customers in this regard. We do appreciate your consideration
on this matter and are available to discuss it further at your
convenience.

Sincerely,

E/ts 6,6 %11*-
Bob Feldner

201 N. Market - Wichita, Kansas - Mail Addiess: P. 0. Box 208 / Wichita, Kansas 67201 - Telephone: Area Code {3160 264-1111
097/

-                1:--'.-m--- 311

./Immil.......... 7:
4
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October 16, 1978

Mr. Don Elliott

Division Manager
KG:,E

120 E. lot Street

Wichita, Kansas 67202

aL

J

Ite; DR 76-15 and DR 78-24
1.eight exeoptions

Dear Don:

Attached hereto are copies of proposed amendments to th©
Zoning Ordinance for Wichita, and to the Sedgwick County
Zoning Resolution. Those ameadments were before the Planning
Commission on Thursday, October 12, 19728, and have been de-
ferred for sixty (60) days for further study.

During the discuision of the•e amendments, one of the plan-
ning commissioners expressed his concern of the safety of the
erection of radio towers and the manner in which some guy
wirei for the towers might interfere with the electrical drops
to a residence or KGAE power lines. As you will note, we have
indicated that no guy, antenna, aerial or anchor should extend
into any utility easement. Specifically, this amendment would
permit radio towers on residential lots to a height of 80 feet,
and the local "ham" operators are wanting to 60 oven higher.

The concerna expressed are primarily a matter of safety and
are not really a part of the Zoning Ordinance and should be
controlled u a part of the permit and inspection procedures by
Central Inspection. Since the questiona were raised. however.
•• fell that any luggeetions you may have in establishing
these proceduren would be Dppreciated by the Planning Com-
misiion and Central Inspection.

Prior to the return of this item to the Planning Commission
for their conoideration, it is hoped that a written procedure
can be established by the Central Inapection Divt,ton for
the issuance of permits for the erection of radio towers. Thie

i.

9 ir«:*

r
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Page 2

Don Elliott

Re: DR 78-15 and DE 78-24

operators in the installation of their transmitting and receiving
towers.

If you have any queation, on thig matter, please call either
Glen Lytle or me at 208-4421. Your commentu will be appreciated.

Qi 'M A.4*Sincerely,

,%

Jack it. Galbralth

Chief Planner

JRO: bbc

cc: Robert Feldner, Superintendent of Central Inspection

aL

.*.ED:AE
--

l

.A/6 (*4*:-



J,44UMf@bi; j

0 e

i€Ff'

October 16, 1978

Gene Beaver

Director of Civil Preparedness
Sedgwick County Courthouse
525 N. Main

Wichita, kansas 67202

Re: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24

Height Amendments

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that on October 12, 1978, the Planning
Commission deferred, for sixty (60) days, any action on
the proposed amendments to the Zoning Regulations related
to radio tower height exceptions. They indicated that
the amendments needed further study to resolve some of their
concerns.

I will try to keep you advised of any changes that are made
and of any future meeting dates established.

Sincerely,

Glen E. Lytle
Special Assiatant for Zoning

GEL:bbc

hr

f

dt'f

'»95™mqrwgr
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October 18, 1978

R-A-C-E-8

c/o Bob Sorpan
426 Brown Thrush

Wichita, Kansas 87212

Re: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24

Height Amendments

Dear Sir:

Pleaae be advised that on October 12, 1978, the Planning
Comnilasion deferred. for sixty (00) uays, any action on
the proposed amendments to the Zoning Regulations related
to radio tower height exceptions. They indicated that
the amendments ueeded further study to resolve some of their
concerns.

I will try to keep you advised of any chinges that are made
and of any future meeting dates established.

Sincerely

Glen E. Lytle
Special Assietant for Zoning

GEL: bbc

-lit

•,r, 4
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October 16, 1978

C-R-E-S-T

c/o A. F. Brown
3300 8. Seneca

Wichita, Kansas 67217

Re: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24

Height Amendments

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that on October 12, 1978, the Planning
Commission deferred, for sixty ( 60) days, any action on
the proposed amendments to the Zoning negulations related
to radio tower height exceptions. They indicated that
the amendments needed further study to resolve some of their
concerns.

I will try to keep you advised of any changes that are made
and of any future meeting dates established.

Sincerely,

Glen E. Lytle
Special Assistant for Zoning

GEL:bbc

afttt

f
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October 16, 1978

Air Capital l,adio Club

0/0 Al hester
1206 Dallas

Wichita, Kansas 67217

%44

93*12

Re: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24

Height Amendments

Dear Sir:

;21€0
Please be advised that on October 12, 1973, the Planning
Commission deferred, for sixty (60) days, any action on
the proposed amendments to the Zoning Regulations related
to radio tower height exceptions. They indicated that
tile amendments needed further study to resolve some of their
concerns.

I will try to keep you advised of any changes that are made
and of any future meeting dates established.

Sincerely.

Glen E. Lytle
Special Assistant for Zoning

GEL: bbc

L

F.t
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October 16, 1978

bir. Allen Gwinn
2927 South hiram

Wichita, Kansas 67217

Re: DR 78-15 and DR 78-24

Height Amendments

Dear Wr. Gwinn:

Please be advised that the Planning Commission deferred
sixty (60) days, action on the proposed amendments to t
Zoning Regulations affecting radio tower heights.

You are no doubt aware that the Planning Commission e
some concerns that need further atudy. The Planning
also requested that Mr. Bernie Borst submit some type
ment to the proposal to accommodate greater heights u
special circumstances.

We will keep you advised on the changes that are
any meetings.

Gincerely,

Glen E. Lytle
Special Assistant for Zoniug

GEL:bbc
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WICHITA-SEDGWICK COUNTY DATE

October 5, 1978
METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

TO Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

FROM Glen E. Lytle, Special Assistant for Zoning

SUBJECT DR 78-24 - Possible Amendment to Zoning Resolution -
Re: Exceptions to height regulations-Tower Heights

Attached hereto is a copy of a proposed amendment to the Sedgwick
County Zoning Resolution that has been advertised for public . .
hearing before the Planning Commission at the meeting of October 12, ·24
1978. A copy of the letter received from Mr. Beaver, Director of
Civil Preparedness is attached to DR 78-15.

BACKGROUND

In reviewing the Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution related to
radio and T.V. towers, antennas, etc., it was decided to recommend
revisions to allow similar exceptions as that proposed in the City
of Wichita Zoning Ordinance.

Since there are no height limitations in the commercial or industrial
districts, the exemptions to height are applicable only in the "R",
"R-1", "AA" and "BB" Districts. The height limits in the "R", "R-1",
and "AA" Districts is 35 feet, but with a 25-foot sideyard this may
be increased to 45 feet. In the "BB" District, the height limita-
tion is 45 feet at any setback line. This amendment will, therefore,
make a permitted increase in non-commercial tower or antenna height
of 15 feet in most instances. The section related to energy gener-
ating structures will pertain mainly to the location on the property.

SUMMARY

This amendment will permit the erection of non-commercial ground or i
structure supported antenna and aerials to a height of 60 feet in
any zoning district. It will also permit the erection of energy
generating structures to a height of 45 feet providing such
structures are not located closer to adjacent property than the
height of the structure.

Also included is the reference to the Airport Zoning Ordinance as
a reminder of the applicability of the height limitations of all
structures adjacent to the three named airports when in designated
zones.

f·;,3-·t-ff'§02232Zv'.„,»''j-.jf'3x·· ·- t hy.':3...'.'-t'.
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Page 2
October 5, 1978
MAPC

Re: DR 78-24

RECOMMENDATION

Make any amendments deemed to be in the public interest and forward
to the Board of County Commissioners with a recommendation for
adoption.

.,64 E.- Lyt14 - b'
S#ecial Assistant for Zoning

GEL:bbc

cc: Robert A. Lakin, Director of Planning
Syd Werbin, Director of Planning, Building & Zoning,

Sedgwick County
Gene Beaver, Director of Civil Preparedness, Sedgwick County
R-A-C-E-S, c/o Bob Serpan, 426 Brown Thrush, 67212
C-R-E-S-T, c/o A. F. Brown, 3300 S. Seneca, 67217
Air Capitol Radio Club, c/o Al Koster, 1206 Dallas, 67217
Wichita Board of Realtors, 626 N. Broadway, 67214
Wichita Assn. of Homebuilders, 730 N. Main, 67203

09
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Deletions - Marked Through August 11, 1978
Additions - Underlined DR-78-24

Possible Amendment to the

Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution Scheduled For
Public Hearing Before the MAPC, Thursday, October ] 2, 1978

Recommended that Section 12-C be amended to read as follows:

C. HEIGHT

1. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:
Penthouses or roof structures for the housing

of elevators, stairways, tanks, ventilating
fans or similar equipment required to operate
and maintain the building; fire orparapet
walls, skylights, towers, steeples, roof signs,
flagpoles, chimneys, smoke stacks, wireless
masts, water tanks, silos, oil refinery

f44 structures or similar structures may be

iL
erected above the height limits herein
prescribed. But, no penthouse or roof
structure, or any space above the height
limit shall be allowed for the purpose of
providing additional living or working space.

2. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:
Non-commercial, ground or structure supported,
antennas and aerials which do not exceed a

total aggregate height of sixty (60) feet
above natural grade; provided, however, no
portion of the antenna, aerial or any anchor ..4 Pir .f.1 / 4331?
02 guy may encroach upon the land area or -
airspace o f any adj oining or abutting property,
and provided further, no portion of the
antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy shall
extend into any required front yard setback, or
into any utility easement.

3. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:

Energy generating. structures not exceeding forty-
five (45) feet in height above natural grade;
provided, however, such structure shall not be
located in any required yard, nor be located
closer to any adj acent property than the height
of the energy generating structure.

f

L



Possible Amendment to the Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution
Page 2

4. Regardless of heights permitted by this
zoning resolution, all structures located
within the zones {landing, clear, approach,
horizontal, conical and transitional)
established adjacent to McConnell Air Force
Base, Beech Airport and Wichita Mid Continent
Airport, by the "Wichita Airport Zoning
Ordinance" (Adopted October 25, 1955) , shall
not exceed the heights regulated therein.

2..
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SEDGWICK COUNTY CIVIL PREPAREDNESS

•9 SEDGWICK COUNTY COURTHOUSE • 535 NORTH MAIN - BSMT. RM. 10 . WICHITA. KANSAS G7203

%k

E. R. BEAVER August 31, 1978 TELEPHONE:
316-268-7546

Coordinator

TO: Glen E. Lytle
Special Assistant for Zoning
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

FROM: Gene Beaver, Coordinator
SUBJECT: Proposed Amendments to Zoning

Re: DR-78-15 and DR-78-24

Thank you for furnishing a copy of the proposed amendments to the
City of Wichita Zoning Ordinance and the Sedgwick County Zoning
Resolution related to antenna heights.

I have discussed the proposed amendments with two of my units
interested in them. Although there is some hesitancy on the part
of amateur radio operators, I believe they can live with the reg-
ulations. The Citizen's Band people are quite happy with the
wording. The hesitancy on the part of the "hams" simply comes
from the fact that they wonder how difficult it is going to be
to get approval of the Planning Commission for any possible excep-
tions to the limitations. They are not too concerned about the
height limit, but say that in some instances it is impossible to
keep guy wires from extending into f ront yard setbacks or utility
easements, and still maintain proper guy wire distances. If the
Planning Commission will readily grant exceptions where lustified
and practical, they would not object to the proposed amendments.

Thank you for sending me the proposed charges. All our radio
operators appreciate the consideration.

ERB/lh

8,1

10.3.
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(Published in The Wichita Beacon on September 21, 1978)

OFFICIAL NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on October 12, 1978, the Wichita-

Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, in the City
Commission Meeting Room, First Floor, City Hall, 455 North Main,
Wichita, Kansas, at 1:30 p.m., will consider the following change
to the Zoning Resolution of Sedgwick County, Kansas:

That Section 12 (Exceptions) be amended to allow
exceptions to the height limitations for non-
commercial antennas and aerials, and for energy
structures.

Copies of the proposed amendments are available upon request
from the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Department, City Hall, Tenth Floor, 455 North Main, Wichita, Kansas.

The proposed amendment will there be discussed and considered
by the said Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, and all persons interested in said matter will be
heard at this time concerning their views and wishes, and any
protest against any of the provisions of the proposed changes to the
Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution will be considered by the Commission
as by law provided.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 15th day of September, 1978.

Robert A. Lakin, Secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick County
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

(SEAL)

f 1,4
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(Published in The Wichita Beacon on September 21, 1978)

OFFICIAL NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on October 12, 1978, the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, in the City
Commission Meeting Room, First Floor, City Hall, 455 North Main,
Wichita, Kansas, at 1:30 p.m., will consider the following change
to the Zoning Resolution of Sedgwick County, Kansas:

That Section 12 (Exceptions) be amended to allow
exceptions to the height limitations for non-
commercial antennas and aerials, and for energy
structures.

Copies of the proposed amendments are available upon request
from the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Departments City Hall, Tenth Floor, 455 North Main, Wichita, Kansas.

The proposed amendment will there be discussed and considered
by the said Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, and all persons interested in said matter will be
heard at this time concerning their views and wishes, and any
protest against any of the provisions of the proposed changes to the
Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution will be considered by the Commission
as by law provided.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 15th day of September, 1978.

Robert A. Lakin, Secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick County
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

(SEAL)
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(Published in The Wichita Beacon on September 21, 1978)

OFFICIAL NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on October 12, 1978, the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, in the City
Commission Meeting Room, First Floor, City Halls 455 North Main,
Wichita, Kansas, at 1:30 p.m., will consider the following change
to the Zoning Resolution of Sedgwick County, Kansas:

That Section 12 (Exceptions) be amended to allow
exceptions to the height limitations for non-
commercial antennas and. aerials, and for energy
structures.

k4

Copies of the proposed amendments are available upon request
from the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Department, City Hall, Tenth Floor, 455 North Main, Wichita, Kansas.

The proposed amendment will there be discussed and considered
by the said Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, and all persons interested in said matter will be
heard at this time concerning their views and wishes, and any
protest against any of the provisions of the proposed changes to the
Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution will be considered by the Commission
as by law provided.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 15th day of September, 1978.

Robert A. Lakin, Secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick County
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

(SEAL)

*
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(Published in The Wichita Beacon on Ming-#, 1978)

OFFICIAL NOTICE
9/'

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN AND TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED:
OCU•v 1 2

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Beh•-G·, 1978, the Wichita-

Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, in the
City Commission Meeting Room, Fikst Floor, City Hall, 455 North
Main, Wichita, Kansas, at 1:30 p.m., will consider the following
change, to the Zoning Resolution of Sedgwick County, Kansas:

(Eycepnod¢ 4 cl,1 4-°

no.-Cop.,rnd-icid! aP,J-£71145 ald

Copies of the proposed amendments are available upon request
from the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Department, Tenth Floor, 455 North Main, Wichita, Kansas.

The proposed amendment will there be discussed and considered
by the said Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning
Commis;ion, and all persons interested in said matter will be
heard at this time concerning their views and wishes, and any
protest against any of the provisions of the proposed changes
to the Si dgwick County Zoning Resolution will be considered by
the Commission as by law provided.

i" 9
WITNESS my hand and seal this *Gth day of Awhe, 1978.

Robert A. Lakin, Secretary
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metro-
politan Area Planning Commission

(SEAL)
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44.'August 21, 1978

23*,21 2422

Syd Werbin. Director of Zoning,
Building & Inspection *

Glen E. Lytle, Speclal Assistant for Zoning

DR-78-24 - Possible amendment to County Zoning '
27@K8Ii

Resolution - Re: Height exceptions, Radio Towers. ac >Pme/**/

Attached hereto is a copy of an amendment to the County Zoning
resolution that will be advertised for publlc hearing before the
planning commission at their meeting of October 12, 1978.

2 f] %,115'

This amendment will allow non-commercial radio antennas and towers
to a helght of 60 feet in any of the districts that presently have
height limitations. Also included is an amendment to allow energy
generating structures to a height of 45 feet.

If you have any problems with this proposed amendment, please contact
me the week of September 11, 1978.

**35
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Special Assistant for/Zonfng
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WEI -SWGWICK OTY

METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING
COMMISSION

CITY HALL - TENTH FLOOR
455 NORTH MAIN STREET

WICHITA. KANSAS 67202
(318) 268-4561 -/7-'72

Re: DR-78-15 & DR-78-24

Dear Sir:

Attached hereto are copies of possible amendments to the City of
Wichita Zoning Ordinance and the Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution related
to exceptions to the height regulations. We have tentatively set these
amendments for public hearing at the regular meeting of the Planning
Commission on Thursday, October 12, 1978. We will send you an official
notice of the meeting when it is published.

I will be contacting you the week of September 11 1978 to discuss
with you any problems your organization might have with these proposed

.r-/ amendments. It might be well for you to contact Leland Johnson, Codes
Engineer, of Central Inspection for questions on the requirements for125

building permits for any structures regulated by the building code in the
City of Wichita.

4:
As you will note in the City of Wichita ordinance, comunication struc-

tures in the commercial or industrial districts are exempt from the height
limitations of the districts. In the County amendment you will note that
we have not mentioned the commercial or industrial districts as there are
no height limitations in the County jurisdictional area except in the "R",
"R-1", "AA" and "BB" districts.

1

dik.*

ViI

In both amendments there is made reference to the existing ai rport
zoning ordinance that has been effective since 1955. This reference has been
inserted into the regulations as a reminder to everyone that heights are
regulated adjacent to these airports and in many instances more restrictive
than what the zoning regulations will allow as to height.
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Should you have any questions, I will be back in the office on September
11, 1978.

Sincerely,

Glen E. Lytle

Special Assistant for Zoning

GEL:gb

CO'.

54 806 -5®,pan ,
416 B row n

2.4- 5-5 -7 %35*
r

(u /4 6 7 1/7

u. a VAr

OLA A d.pulfe

i

11© j



2 ·Ift

r

f</49: 0 0

Deletions - Marked Through August 11, 1978
Additions - Underlined DR-78-24

Possible Amendment to the

Sedgwick County Zoning Resolution Scheduled For
Public Hearing Before the MAPC, Thursday, October 1 2, 1978

Recommended that Section 12-C be amended to read as follows:

C. HEIGHT

1. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit:
Penthouses or roof structures for the housing
of elevators, stairways, tanks, ventilating
fans or similar equipment required to operate
and maintain the building; fire or parapet
wills, skylights, towers, steeples, roof signs,
flagpoles, chimneys, smoke stacks, wireless

bi.;i*·
·fl

masts, water tanks, silos, oil refinery
structures or similar structures may be
erected above the height limits herein
prescribed. But, no penthouse or roof
structure, or any space above the height
limit shall be allowed for the purpose of
providing additional living or working space.

liA- A
2. In addition to the exceptions in the above,

non-commercial, ground or structure supported,
antennas and aerials which do not exceed a
total aggregate height of sixty (601 feet
above natural grade; provided, however, no
portion of the antenna, aerial or any anchor
or guy may encroach upon the land area or
airspace of any adjoining or abutting property,
and provided further, no portion of the
antenna, aerial or any anchor or guy shall
extend into any required front yard setback, or
into any utility easement.

3. Energy generating· structures not exceeding forty-
five (45) feet in height above natural grade;
provided, however, such structure shall not be
located in any required yard, nor be located
closer to any adjacent prope ·ty than the height
of the energy generating structure.
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Possible Amendment to the Sedgwick Colinty Zoning Resolution
Page 2

4. Regardless of heights permitted by this
zoning resolution, all structures located
within the zones (landing, clear, approach,
horizontal, conical and transitional) f

established adj acent to BlcConnell Air Force
Base, Beech Airport and Wichita Mid Continent
Airport, by the "Wichita Airport Zoning
Ordinance" (Adopted October 25, 1955), shall
not exceed the heights regulated therein.

'·13
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WICHITA-SEDGWICK COUNTY DATE

ME-ir'Or-OLITAN Ablle. PLAN,JING DEPARTMENT July 17, 1978

TO Jack Galbraith, Chief Planner, Current Plans Division

FROM Robert A. Lakin, Director of Planning

SUBJECT Radio-TV Towers

I believe we have received some previous correspondence from
Central Inspection concerning problems they are currently
having administering the regulations as applied to amateur
radio towers and/or CH towers. Please initiate a case file

and prepare recommended revisions to the City zoning regula-
tions and County zoning regulations concerning radio towers.

As I view the problem we have about five (5) separate classes
of tower·- type structures which should be dealt with. These
include the amateur radio tower, the CB tower, TV antennas,
professional broadcasting towers, and energy related towers.
As I remember the regulations Chere is a provision for radio
or TV towers-professional to be authorized in both the City
and County codes, All other Lowers are treated as accessory
structures or part of main structures in the district in which
located. The energy related towers arc one that we have talked
about before but have not dealt with. These would include

windmills for electrical generation, and solar panels or dishes
to capture direct solar energy.

Some initial contact should be made with those involved in
these areas to see what they perceive the problems to be and
what they believe the solutions might be. Among those that we
contact would be Dr. Myers, the Wichita Amateur Radio Club,
the Air Capital TochnaChat Club (a repeater club) and/or any
other repeater clubs which can be identified, one or inore of
the commercial radio/TV stations, and probably P. K. Smith
of Custom Sound relative to the FM audiophile. We should also

i also check out FCC regulations relative 156 their limits.
Gene Beaver of Civil Defense should also be contacted relative

to the CD'ers, Another possible source is Lafayette Radio Agency
here in Wichita which is apparently active in CB.

I don' t know as we need to make a maj or production out of it but
it is going to be necessary, I am sure, to make contact with these
people as they are beginning to get organized and any proposed

46449
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July 17, 1978 0 0Page Two
Jack Galbraith
Re: Radio-TV Towers

changes without them being aware of them and having an opportunity
for input will surely result in considerable. confusion and addi-
tional work for as. I would estimate that three (3) months should
be sufficient to develop proposals for Planning Commission consid-
eration.

44-4 da,-_
Robert A. Lakin

Director of Planning
RAL:bbc

cc: Glenn Lytle, Special Assistant for Zoning, Current Plans Division
Robert Felder, Superintendent, Central Inspection
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