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STRAW BALE BARRIERS

Material Specification:

Bale slope barriers may be constructed of wheat straw, oat straw, prairie hay, or bromegrass
hay that is free of weeds declared noxious by the Kansas State Board of Agriculture.

The stakes used to anchor the bales should be a hardwood material with the following minimum
dimensions: 2" square (nominal) by 4° long.

Placement:

A slope barrier should be used at the toe of a slope when a ditch does not exist. The slope
barrier should be placed on nearly level ground 5 to 10’ away from the toe of a slope. The
barrier is placed away from the toe of the slope to provide adequate storage for settling out
sediment.

When practicable, bale slope barriers should be placed along contours to avoid a
concentration of flow.

Bale slope barriers can also be placed along right—of—way fence lines to keep sediment from
crossing onto adjacent property. When placed in this manner, the slope barrier will not

likely follow contours.

Proper installation method:

Excavate a trench the length of the planned slope barrier that is 4" deep and a bale’s width
wide. Make sure that the trench is excavated along a single contour. When practicable, slope
barriers should be placed along contours to avoid a concentration of flow. Place the soil on
the upslope side of the trench for later use.

Place the bales in the trench, making sure that they are butted tightly. Two stakes should
be driven through each bale along the centerline of the ditch check, approximately 6" to

8" in from the bale ends. Stakes should be driven at least 12" into the ground.

Once all the bales have been installed and anchored, place the excavated soil against the
upslope side of the check and compact it. The compacted soil should be no more than 3" to
4" deep.

List of common placement/installation mistakes to avoid:

When practicable, do not place bale slope barriers across contours. Slope barriers should

be placed along contours to avoid a concentration of flow. Concentrated flow over a slope
barrier creates a scour hole on the downslope side of the barrier. The scour hole

eventually undermines the bales and the barrier fails.

Do not place bale slope barriers in areas with shallow soils underlain by rock. If the

barrier is not anchored sufficiently, it will wash out.

Bale slope barriers must be dug into the ground. Bales at ground level do not work because
they allow water to flow under the barrier.

Inspection and Maintenance:

Bale slope barriers should be inspected every 7 days and within 24 hours of a rainfall of
1/2" or more. The following is a list of questions that should be addressed during each
inspection:

Are there any points along the slope barrier where water is concentrating?
Does water flow under the slope barrier?

Does water flow through spaces between abutting bales?

Are any bales dislodged?

Are bales decomposing due to age and/or water damage?

Does sediment need to be removed from behind the slope barrier?
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STRAW BALE BARRIERS FOR AREA INLETS
(INLET PROTECTION)

Existing Paved Roadway

Material Specification:

Bale area inlet barriers should be constructed of wheat straw, oat straw, prairie hay, or
bromegrass hay that is free of weeds declared noxious by the Kansas State Board of
Agriculture.

The stakes used to anchor the bales should be a hardwood material with the following minimum
dimensions: 2" square (nominal) by 4’ long.

Placement:

Bale area inlet barriers should be placed directly around the perimeter of a drop inlet.
When a bale area inlet barrier is located near an inlet that has steep approach slopes, the
storage capacity behind the barrier is drastically reduced. Timely removal of sediment
must occur for a barrier to operate properly in this location.

Proper Installation Method:

Excavate a trench around the perimeter of the area inlet that is at least 4" deep by a
bale’s width wide.

Place the bales in the trench, making sure that they are butted tightly. Some bales may
need to be shortened to fit into the trench around the area inlet. Two stakes should be
driven through each bale, approximately 6" to 8” in from the bale ends.

Stakes should be driven at least 12" into the ground.

Once all the bales have been installed and anchored, place the excavated soil against the
receivinq side of the barrier and compact it. The compacted soil should be no more than
3" to 4" deep.

Note: When a bale area inlet barrier is placed in a shallow median ditch, make sure that
the top of the barrier is not higher than the paved road. In this configuration, water may
spread onto the roadway causing a hazardous condition.

List of common placement installation mistakes to avoid:

Bales should be placed directly against the perimeter of the area inlet. This allows
overtopping water to flow directly into the inlet instead of onto nearby soil causing scour.
Bale area inlet barriers must be dug into the ground. Bales at ground level do not work
because they allow water to flow under the barrier.

Inspection and Maintenance:

Bale area inlet barriers should be inspected every 7 days and within 24 hours of a rainfall
1/2" or more. The following is a list of questions that should be addressed
during each inspection:

Does water flow under the area inlet barrier?

Does water flow through spaces between abutting bales?

Are any bales dislodged?

Are bales decomposing due to age andlor water damage?

Does sediment need to be removed from behind the area inlet barrier?

(qp]

Diversion ridge required
where grade exceeds 2%

Existing Pave AT N oL/
Roadway e =] N

\— Filter Fabric for Stabilization

SECTION C-C

/

/
\ ,” NOTE:
Spillvay USE SANDBAGS, STRAW BALES
OR OTHER APPROVED METHODS
TO CHANNELIZE RUNOFF TO BASIN
AS REQUIRED.

Sediment Barrier

\
(Straw Bale type shown) \

Supply water to wash
wheels if necessary

$

‘\S\S\ | Flow h/( j \\-« Flow
: : /"‘ -1
o
1] C 2°-3" course <
% : A ggg;;%ife min. S
. \s
i B 1
I

I
|
Diversion Ridge

50" min.

STABILIZED CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE

NOTES:

1. THE ENTRANCE SHALL BE MAINTAINED IN A CONDITION THAT WILL PREVENT TRACKING OR
FLOWING OF SEDIMENT ONTO PUBLIC RIGHTS—OF-WAY. THIS MAY REQUIRE TOP DRESSING,
REPAIR AND/OR CLEANOUT OF ANY MEASURES USED TO TRAP SEDIMENT.

2. WHEN NECESSARY, WHEELS SHALL BE CLEANED PRIOR TO ENTRANCE ONTO PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY.

3. WHEN WASHING IS REQUIRED, IT SHALL BE DONE ON AN AREA STABILIZED WITH CRUSHED STONE
THAT DRAINS INTO AN APPROVED SEDIMENT TRAP OR SEDIMENT BASIN, AS SHOWN ABOVE.

4. DRIVE ENTRANCES ONTO RESIDENTIAL LOTS WILL NOT BE REQUIRED TO HAVE THE SEDIMENT
BARRIER SHOWN, BUT WHEEL WASHING MAY BE REQUIRED IF STABILIZED ENTRANCE IS NOT
SUFFICIENT TO KEEP MUD FROM BEING TRACKED ONTO ADJACENT STREET. ENTRANCE SHALL
EXTEND FROM BACK OF CURB TO DWELLING.

G

ENERAL NOTES:

1. THE INTENT OF ALL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (B.M.P.'S) IS TO PREVENT

©

ERODED SOIL FROM ENTERING DITCHES, STORM SEWERS, OR ANY OTHER
DRAINAGE FEATURE.

THIS SHEET IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE GUIDELINES AS TO WHAT TYPE OF BMP’S
WILL BE INSTALLED DURING THE CONSTRUCTION PROCESS. CONTRACTORS ARE
EXPECTED TO BID PROJECTS ACCORDINGLY.

BMP’S SHALL BE MAINTAINED DURING THE CONSTRUCTION PROCESS TO REMAIN
EFFECTIVE. MAINTENANCE SHALL BE AS INDICATED ON THE BMP DETAIL SHEETS.

PERSONS DESTROYING BMP'S SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR IMMEDIATELY
REPAIRING THEM OR INSTALLING SUITABLE REPLACEMENT BMP'S.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANY SUBDIVISION THAT DISTURBS 5 ACRES OR MORE WILL
REQUIRE A FEDERAL/STATE NPDES STORMWATER PERMIT. THE PREPARATION OF
A STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN IS REQUIRED. EROSION CONTROL
BMP’S ARE REQUIRED. THE DETAILS SHOWN ON THIS SHEET ARE THE MINIMUM

STANDARDS TO BE SHOWN ON POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN.

FOR SUBDIVISIONS SMALLER THAN 5 ACRES, SOIL EROSION BMP'S ARE
REQUIRED.  ALSO, DEVELOPERS AND CONTRACTORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO
DEVELOP POLLUTION PREVENTION PLANS FOR EACH PROJECT PRIOR TO
CONSTRUCTION.

FAILURE TO USE AND MAINTAIN BMP'S IS A VIOLATION OF
THE CITY CODE AND WILL SUBJECT THE SUBDIVISION DEVELOPER AND
CONTRACTORS TO THE PENALTIES PROVIDED THEREIN.

THE APPLICATION OF BMP’S SHOWN ON THIS SHEET IS FOR SITUATIONS
NORMALLY ENCOUNTERED. FROM TIME TO TIME, SITUATIONS WLL ARISE THAT
MAY REQUIRE A DIFFERENT BMP OTHER THAN THAT SHOWN. BMP’S, OTHER
THAN THOSE SHOWN, MAY BE UTILIZED SO LONG AS THEY ARE EFFECTIVE AND
MAINTAINED.

. A STABILIZED EARTH SURFACE IS DEFINED AS ONE THAT IS HARD SURFACED
WITH CONCRETE, ASPHALT, OR THE LIKE, OR ONE ON WHICH 70% OF THE
GRASS HAS GERMINATED ON THE ENTIRE SURFACE.
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