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November 19, 1965

President Emory Lindquist
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansas

Dear President Lindquist:

In a letter to Mr, M. John Trout, Chairman of the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, you requested that the
Planning Commission postpone decision on a zoning change requested
involving property at the corner of Vassar and Seventeenth Street so
that the University would have time to organize and present the Uni-
versity's concepts of planning for the University area. The request
was granted, and the Planning Department advised us that no decision
would be made before December 15, 1965.

You then appointed a University Liaison Committee on Planning Concepts
For The University Area consisting of:

Dr. Cornelius P, Cotter  Head, Department of Political Science

Dr. V. Robert Easterling Vice President for Operations

Mr, Glen Gardner Executive Vice President for Board of
Trustees

Mr, Arthur C, Risser Head, Department of Engineering Graphics

Dr, Hugo Wall Vice President for Academic Affairs

The Committee has worked diligently and presents its report to you.
Much remains to be done, but we have gone as £ar as was possible in




President Emory Lindquist
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November 19, 1965

the limited time available, In our deliberations we availed ourselves
of the information and advice so generously given us by Mr, C. Bickley
Foster and members of his Planning staff and are deeply appreciative
of this help, The contents of our report, however, reflect the best
judgment of the Committee.

Egspectfuﬂy yours,
/g{ya (-

Hugo Wall, Chairman
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE

Basic Assumptions

The Committee made two basic assumptions:

(a) That the University enrollments and activities will continue to
grow, and

(b) that we must give thought to the establishment of types of uses
which we desire to see cluster about the University but which will
not be located on University property,

Specifically, we based our recommendations upon the following enrollment
estimates:

1965 - 10,500 students 1970 - 14,600 students
1975 - 21,000 students 1980 - 25, 000 or more students

(Estimates provided by Dean Powell, Director of Institutional Research, )
Our analysis of desirable uses appears as we proceed with the report,

Areas of Concern Identified by the Committee

The Committee identified nine basic problems or ares of concern. They
are listed below but not in a rank order,

1. Expansion of the Campus Area

The need for the enlargement of our present campus boundaries is appar-
ent, State policy has been to rely upon the loeal community to provide
such land, and the problem is being actively dealt with by our University
Board of Trustees,

We understand that the University's intention is to enlarge the core
campus by acquiring 130 acres of the Crestview property, However, this
leaves unanswered the need for land areas required for such auxiliary
activities as research, certain housing facilities, parking, arterial
streets and commercial establishments to serve the campus,




2. The need for classroom, office, laboratory, research and recreation
facilities. All will require additional buildings.

3. Parking Facilities

Wichita State University is largely an urban rather than a residential
institution, This means that at present, 75% of our students commute
to and from the campus. For this reason, severe driving restrictions
upon either students or staff are impracticable.

The consequence is that even though we now have much more parking

area on our campus than many universities, our present parking facilities
are proving inadequate to the needs of our 10,500 students and 700 faculty
and staff members, By 1975 these needs will more than double. It will
also be necessary to provide parking facilities for citizens attending
meetings, athletic events and other University sponsored activities.

The above situation points to the fact that parking facilities both on
and near the campus must be substantially increased within the next de-
cade. It also points to the necessity for commexrcial establishments in
the University area to provide off-street parking for all their customers,

University parking requirements and the volume of traffic to be anticipa-
ted preclude the use of streets or campus grounds to meet the parking

needs of commexrcial customers,

A separate but related parking problem arises when we consider student
housing for both single and married students. Inadequate parking faci-
lities for such students will result in student parking "spilling over"
into public streets and parking areas needed for other purposes.

4, Transportation

The increased commuter and special events traffic flow to be anticipated
will reguire the widening and improvement of the arterial streets in the
area. It will also necessitate provisions for easy access to the campus
and surrounding establishments without interfering with the flow of traf-
fic,

On the campus, the problem takes on another dimension. The heavy pedes-
trian traffic from parking centers to various educational buildings on the
campus will increasingly impede the flow of automobile traffic. Therefore,
we think that it may be necessary to restrict student parking to the
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peripheral areas of the campus and to construct traffic lanes to and
from the several academic centers for use of staff and citizens. It
will also be necessary to provide sexvice access for the delivery of

supplies and equipment.
5. Housing for Students and Faculty

The University will tend to become an axea institution. This trend,
plus the increasing size of our student population, is already creating
needs for additional dormitory facilities £or single students, and
ments for married students. Such housing should be located on
the periphery of the campus or on off-campus land near the campus.
We also are persuaded that the fraternity and sorority houses should
be located in areas related to the dormitory centers.

apart

It is highly desirable that the £aculty be housed in the University Area.
To realize this goal, it is essential that there be available homes at
prices that the £aculty can afford. Furthermore, the schools avail-
able to the children of f£aculty members must be of a calibre which
will compare favorably with the standards maintained by other schools

in the city.
6. Commercial requirements of students and staff

In general, the University is badly situated insofar as adjacent commer=
cial services for students is concirned.

We must face up to two problems. Pirst, we should decide what services
are to be provided on the campus and what services should be available
near the campus. Second, we should formulate standards for guiding the
location of commercial activities.

7. Community facilities to meet the needs of faculty and students
We will include in this categoxy churches, schools, parks and other

recreation facilities. Chuxches, parks and recreation areas should be

located in dormitory and housing areas and accessible without having

to cross a major traffic way. Schools should be similarly located near
areas for housing married students and faculty members.

8. Open Space

This is a serious on-campus problem at all times. If on-campus housing
grows to significant proportions, adequate play and recreation areas will
become equally important. These areas must be developed and then pro-

tected from encroachments.
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9, The Surrounding Neighborhood

This is a complex, yet extremely important element in any planning for
the future. It includes : (a) the relation of the University physical
plant to the neighborhood, (b) present and anticipated functions and uses
of the campus and its environs, (c) types of uses of the area surrounding
the University that are compatible with the functioning of the University
and (d) relations of the University with the people in its environs.

If the University is to have an effective voice in the development of this
area, it will be necessary to (a) develop definite plans for the growth of
the campus and (b) develop proposals for desirable use of areas contiguous
to the campus.

It would also be highly desirable to define what is meant by the University
environs, and which we will call the University Area. The area we have in
mind is that which is bounded by 25th Street on the north, 13th Street on
the south, Grove Avenue on the west and Edgemoor Avenue on the east.

Our interest in the University Area must extend to both the types of
activities carried on within the immediate environment of the University,
and the architectural and aesthetic characteristics of the Area. This
means that we are concerned with zoning, with the types of businesses
and their location in the Area, and the type of construction in the imme-
diate environs of the University.

Just as our interest must extend beyond the immediate University campus,
our conclusions must encompass the interests and viewpoints of private
property. We believe that the University and private property owners in
the University Area have common interests and the objective of both should
be to discover and set forth policies which will achieve the highest and best
use of land in the University Area.

This makes it imperative that: (a) the University establish a planning body
for campus planning; (b) the University organize a University planning com-
mittee to work with neighborhood groups in the University Area in a con-
tinuous and consistent program of study and discussion of planning problems;
and (c) we continue to work closely with the Metropolitan Area Planning
Cormmission, the Planning Department, and other government officials.,

Your Committee was instructed to organize and develop the University's
concepts of planning for the University Area for presentation to the
Planning Commission, Our concern was, impliedly, to be with off-campus
planning problems, and our emphasis has been upon such problems. But a
clear-cut dichotomous division of the areas of concern was not feasible.
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On-campus and off-campus problems are sufficiently interrelated that
the distinction must be one of emphasis rather than one of kind.

Further Analysis of Problems
I, University Area

There is a close community of interest between the University and the
residents and businesses in the area around the University campus. Their
interests are common and reciprocal.

Working together, they will not only be able to protect these interests,
but in doing so, will further the public interest of Wichita and the State
of Kansas in higher education and in community welfare.

This University interest in its neighborhood is not new. The institution
has long maintained a number of activities off-campus and in the Univer-
sity community. The Institute of Logopedics, for example, is to be found
at Jardine and 21st Street, some eight blocks west of the northwest corner
of the campus at 2lst and Hillside. Fraternity houses and dormitories are
located off the campus to the south, west, and east, and a new dormitory
complex is about to be constructed under private auspices at the northwest
corner of 2lst and Hillside,

The University Area we have in mind is bounded by 13th Street on the south,
25th Street on the north, Grove Avenue on the west and Edgemoor Avenue
on the east. This is the area of our concern, We recommend that a por-
tion of the above area, as yet to be defined, be mapped as a University
Zoning District by the M. A. P. C. As a separate zoning district, it
would permit the University to be given more land use flexibility and per-
mit the establishment of the types of uses which ordinarily cluster around
a University.

II. Expansion of Campus and University Facilities

These are primarily concerns of internal University administration, and
hence, we have not undertaken to develop proposed solutions. It must be
noted, however, that all plans of action adopted by the University should
be closely correlated with plans developed for ‘the University Area.

It will be necessary for us to determine the types of buildings needed,
their size, and the probable date of construction of each. Furthermore,
such planning should establish a broad pattern of buildings so as to bring
into closer proximity the buildings used for certain broad educational
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purposes, e.g. Education Center, Engineering Center, Natural Science
Center, Social Science Center, etc.

Planning for these centers must include not only the facilities themselves
but such traffic and parking problems as (a) pedestrian traffic to, from
and between Centers, (b) parking for staff, and (c) service access for the
delivery of supplies and equipment,

To meet the recognized need for additional classroom, office, laboratory,
research and recreation facilities, the University must construct new
buildings and acquire increased land area. Acquiring 130 acres of the Crest-
view property will meet the needs for an enlarged core campus, and may
provide area for new housing facilities. The Core Campus, however, will
not provide land areas for all related research activities, student and
£aculty housing needs, rising demands for parking facilities, and the land
needs of commercial establishments intended to serve the campus,

It seems most desirable, therefore, that the University set up a planning
committee and essential planning staff as soon as practicable,

II. Traffic aad Parking

These problems are inextricably interrelated, and so must be considered
together.

The present flow of traffic to the campus is by means of the following

general routes:

(a) From the west--- (1) 13th Strest to Hillside, or to Fairmount, or
Vassar
(2) 17th Street to Hillside, or to Yale, or Harvard,
or Roosevelt
(3) 2Ist Street to Hillside, or to Yale
(b) From the north-- (1) Hillside to 2lst Street and then east on 2lst
Street, or to lot entrances on Hillside
(2) Oliver to 2lst Street, or 17th Street
(c) From the south-- (1) Oliver to 17th Street
(2) Hillside to 17th Street, or parking lot entrances
on Hillside
(d) From the east--- (1) 2Ist Street to Yale, or to parking lot entrances
on 2lst Street
(2) 17th Street to Roosevelt, or to Harvard, or Yale,
or south campus entrance on Hillside




The flow of traffic described above creates congested conditions at
certain intersections immediately before 8 a, m, > at noon, and to a
lesser degree at the time of class changes. These critical intersections
treet, (b) Hillside and 2lst Street, (c) 17th
Street and Yale, and (d) 2Ist Street and Yale. Inshort, the streets on
which congestion occurs are 17th, 2Ist,and Yale. On days that public
events are held in the fieldhouse or at Veterans Stadium, congestion
at these intersections is sometimes even more acute.

Present i to the congested

report, parking
lots #1 (970 cars) and #2 (700 cars) may be entered directly from Hillside
and pose no particular problem. But the bulk of the traffic using parking
lots #3 (405 cars), #4 (470 cars), #5 (56 cars), #7 (292 cars), #8 (23 cars)
and #9 (10 cars) use Yale Avenue, Vehicular traffic to and from these
lots encounters the very heavy pedestrian traffic across Yale just east
of the Campus Activities Center. The situation would be materially
improved if Yale were blocked between 18th Street and the lane just north
of the Campus Activities Center, This would limit traffic entering Yale
from 17th Street to the use of the south end parking lots 5 and 7, and re-
quire traffic bound for lots #3, #4, #8, #9 and #12 to enter Yale from 2Ist
Street. Traffic going to parking lots #6 (218 cars), #11 (60 cars) and #13
(100 cars) uses Harvard or Roosevelt Avenues, Both are relatively nar-
row streets on which parking is permitted, Prohibiting street parking
would relieve the situation, This would also be helpful to Property owners
in the area,

Student housing has contributed to our traffie problem, Students are
housed in apartments and fraternity houses on Vassar Avenue and in apart-
ments and Brennan Halls on Yale. Most of these students must cross 17th
Street at Vassar or Yale Avenues as pedestrians during the peak periods
for vehicular traffic, This pedestrian traffic should be protected by
traffic signals with consideration being given to an elevated crosswalk if
future conditions warrant,

Almost nonexistent parking lot facilities for the fraternity houses, and
inadequate parking lot facilities for Brennan Halls and the tennis courts
on the campus adjacent to 17th Street encourage on-street parking in this
area. Thus, they contribute further to the congestion in this area. Pro-
hibiting the use of parking lots #4, #5, #6 and #7 to students living in
Brennan Halls, Grace Wilkie Hall and the fraternity houses would reduce
traffic congestion,

To alleviate a situation that is growing worse each year we believe that:

(2) 17th must be improved to a four-lane arterial street from Oliver to
Hillside




(b) a parking facility be established adjacent to the campus within the
area bounded by 17th Street on the north, 16th Street on the south,
Fairmount Avenue on the west, and Yale Avenue on the east, and

(c) commercial activities within this area should be discouraged

In other words, your committee is persuaded that, at this point in time,
there should be no additional commercial establishments on 17th Street
from Hillside Avenue to Oliver Avenue, and on Hillside Avenue from 17th
Street to 2Ist Street. After additional traffic lanes are completed and
adequate traffic controls have been established on 17th Street, and off-
campus parking facilities have been provided on 17th Street (between
Fairmount Avenue and Yale Avenue) and on Hillside Avenue (between 17th
Street and 2lst Street), then businesses compatible with the predominant
use of the area should be encouraged on 17th Street and Hillside Avenue,
All such businesses should, however, provide adequately for all customer

parking,

With all evidence pointing toward a doubled University enrollment by 1975,
we have examined the "Wichita Proposed Major Street System Estimated
Volumes" with keen interest. We are impressed with this study and ac-
cept its probable accuracy, although we suggest that the traffic volume
predicted for 17th Street may be too modest,

We also studied the "Urban Land Area Transportation Plan Proposals" of
the Planning Department. The projected arterial and expressway systems
would appear to meet our future needs, We emphatically subscribe to the
importance of the Northeast Expressway to the completion of the pattern,

IV. Housing for Students and Faculty

We do not feel well enough informed to forecast the amount of student
housing needed in the future. Wheatshocker Halls and the housing complex
to be built near the northwest corner of Hillside Avenue and 2lst Street
should meet our immediate needs, If added University housing is called
for, it should be located on the Crestview property,

Upon inquiry, we found that neither fraternities nor sororities have
present building plans, although they are aware of the long-range needs
of the University. We are persuaded that eventually both fraternity and
sorority houses will need to be relocated.

The problem of housing for married students is a growing one, Duplexes
or four-plexes for faculty members and married students that would rent
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for $80 to $110 per month are favored by some members of the committee,
However, we have not had time to give this matter the attention it de-
sexves,

There will continue to be a need for faculty residential properties in
the price range of $15, 000 to $35, 000, They should be located in the
University Area, Again, realization of concept will depend upon several
basic factors such as the quality of the public schools in the district,

V. Types of commercial establishments
Professional and institutional offices, and research and testing lab-

oratories should preferably be located in the immediate environs of
the University,

collected from users, Filling stations and garages belong in areas adja-~
cent to parking facilities,

There are other services and establishments required by the University
Area. Thus, the need for a modern motel is indicated, A pre-school
nursery will be needed by both married students and faculty families,
A motion picture theatre, which may be used for other types of enter-
tainment is desirable although the committee has not determined its
commercial feasibility at this time,

In area near housing facilities we envision needs for (a) eating places

and food catering services, (b) bookstorgs, (c) art stores, including art
displays and supplies, (d) music shops, (e) dry cleaning and laundry services,
(£) barber and beauty shops, (g) shops of several kinds for groceries, drugs
and cosmetics, jewelry, sporting goods, clothing, photographic equipment
and supplies, flowers and gifts, and (h) recreation facilities for such ac-
tivities as bowling, pool, snooker and dancing, This list represents the
best judgment of the committee, but is not based upon a systematic sur-
vey and analysis, Such a study by the College of Business Administration

is suggested,

These facilities should be near the University but need not be located in
the immediate environs of the University, Their location and off-street
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parking facilities required of each should be such that they will not
impede the flow of traffic on present and projected traffic arterials.

VI. The Campus Area--relations between University and neighborhood
groups

It seems appropriate that the University should be interested in not

only the use pattern but the architectural and aesthetic environment of
both the campus and surrounding off-campus areas. The history of other
educational institutions clearly indicates that unless positive counter
measures are taken, the properties surrounding the University will de-
preciate, The area will tend to become a hodgepodge of cheap garish
structures which will depreciate rapidly. This unhappy development can
only be prevented by the concerted efforts of both the residents of the
University Area and the University, It calls for an educational process,
a part of which is a deeper appreciation of aesthetic qualities,

Concern for the aesthetic environment of the community is being ex-
pressed by local governmental authorities, civic and professional groups,
and by individuals, We should avail ourselves of this proferred help.

But we must do more, The University should organize a permanent Uni-
versity planning liaison committee which will help organize and work with
neighborhood improvement committees. In this effort we feel confident
of receiving invaluable assistance from the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, and other interested groups and
individuals,

Recapitulation of Recommendations

1, That the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Com-
mission establish a University Zoning District which will include the
University campus, Planning and zoning provisions for such District
would differ in some respects from those of other parts of the City
and County.

II. That Wichita State University establish, as soon as practicable,
a Planning Committee served by the necessary staff. This body would
have two major functions, as follows:

A. To develop plans and approximate time-tables for the growth of
campus facilities and area; and

B. To work with neighborhood groups, the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, other officials, and interested




citizens in studying and working out solutions to problems of common
interest to the University and residents in the University Area.

IOI, That the plans to make 17th Street a four-lane arterial street as
far east as Oliver Avenue be completed as scheduled for 1967 in the City's
Capital Improvement Program,

IV, That additional traffic controls be imposed upon traffic on 17th
Street between Hillside Avenue and Oliver Avenue.

V. That Yale Avenue be closed between 18th Street and the campus road
just north of the Campus Activities Center, and that students living in

the fraternity houses, Brennan Halls, and Grace Wilkie Hall not be per-
mitted to use Parking Lots #4, #5, #6 and #7.

VI, That the arterial and expressway systems projected in the Trans-
portation Study would appear to meet our future needs.

VII, That parking facilities paid for by parking fees be established on
17th Street and on 2lst Street,

VIII, That the establishment of additional commercial enterprises on
17th Street and Hillside Avenue be discouraged until adequate traffic
and parking facilities have been developed. Thus, we are opposed to

requests for zoning changes that would permit the establishment of
additional commercial enterprises on 17th Street between Hillside
Avenue and Oliver Avenue,

IX. That all commercial enterprises on streets in the immediate
environment of the University be required to provide parking facilities
for all customers.

X. That all student housing developments be required to provide ade-
quate parking spaces for their students, and that fraternity and sorority
houses be eventually located in the student housing areas. The minimum
parking areas required for these houses should take into account the fact
that a majority of the membership of the Greek fraternities and sorori-
ties on the Wichita State University campus does not reside in the Chapter
house,

XL That the need for additional housing for students, housing for married
students, and esidential properties for faculty members should be given
further study by the University.




XIL That we now have a growing need for certain types of commercial
activities, that most of such establishments should be near the Univer-
sity but need not be Jocated on streets E£ronting the University campus.
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‘WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY
WICHITA, KANSAS 67208

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

December 9, 1965

Mr, M. John Trout, Chairman
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission

Dear Mr. Trout:

As you will recall, on the earlier occasion of a request for zoning change involving
property at the corner of Vassar and Seventeenth Streets, you were kind enough
to postpone decision on this request until we had had time to present the Univer-
sity's concepts of planning for the University area.

A University Liaison Committee on Planning Concepts for the University Area

was empaneled and I am pleased to present its report to you.

I hope the report will fairly represent the position of the University relative to
the area-environment in which it is located.

If we can be of any further service to you, please do not hesitate to call upon us.
Again, my thanks for your cooperation,

Sincerely yours,

Emory Lindquist, President
Wichita State University

EL:tjm
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November 19, 1965

President Emory Lindquist
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansas

Dear President Lindquist:

In a letter to Mr, M. John Trout, Chairman of the Wichita-Sedgwick
County Metropolitan Area Planning Commission, you requested that the
Planning Commission postpone decision on a zoning change requested
involving property at the corner of Vassar and Seventeenth Street so
that the University would have time to organize and present the Uni-
versity's concepts of planning for the University area. The request

was granted, and the Planning Department advised us that no decision
would be made before December 15, 1965.

You then appointed a University Liaison Committee on Planning Concepts
For The University Area consisting of:

Dr. Cornelius P, Cotter Head, Department of Political Science

Dr. V. Robert Easterling  Vice President for Operations

My, Glen Gardner Executive Vice President for Board of
Trustees

Mr. Arthur C. Risser Head, Department of Engineering Graphics

Dr. Hugo Wall Vice President for Academic Affairs

The Committee has worked diligently and presents its report to you.
Much remains to be done, but we have gone as far as was possible in




President Emory Lindquist
Page Two
November 19, 1965

the limited time available. In our deliberations we availed ourselves
of the information and advice so generously given us by Mz, C, Bickley
Foster and members of his Planning staff and are deeply appreciative
of this help. The contents of our report, however, reflect the best
judgment of the Committee,

Respectfully yours,
ol
Hugo Wall, Chairman

HW:tjm
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE

Basic Assumptions

The Committee made two basic assumptions:

(a) That the University enrollments and activities will continue to
grow, and

(b) that we must give thought to the establishment of types of uses
which we desire to see cluster about the University but which will
not be located on University Property,

Specifically, we based our recommendations upon the following enrollment
estimates:

1965 - 10, 500 students 1970 - 14, 600 students
1975 - 21,000 students 1980 - 25,000 or more students

(Estimates provided by Dean Powell, Director of Institutional Research. )
Our analysis of desirable uses appears as we proceed with the report,

Areas of Concern Identified b the Committee
= —————=n.dentilied by the Committee

The Committee identified nine basic problems or ares of concern. They
are listed below but not in a rank order,

1. Expansion of the Campus Area

The need for the enlargement of our Present campus boundaries is appar-
ent, State policy has been to rely upon the local community to provide
such land, and the problem is being actively dealt with by our University
Board of Trustees,

We understand that the University's intention is to enlarge the core

activities as research, certain housing facilities,
streets and commercial establishments to serve the campus,




2. The need for classroom, office, laboratory, research and recreation
facilities. All will require additional buildings.

3. Parking Facilities

Wichita State University is largely an urban rather than a residential
institution, This means that at present, 75% of our students commute
to and from the campus, For this reason, severe driving restrictions
upon either students or staff are impracticable.

The consequence is that even though we now have much more parking

area on our campus than many universities, our present parking facilities
are proving inadequate to the needs of our 10,500 students and 700 faculty
and staff members, By 1975 these needs will more than double, It will
also be necessary to provide parking facilities for citizens attending
meetings, athletic events and other University sponsored activities.

The above situation points to the fact that parking facilities both on

and near the campus must be substantially increased within the next de-
cade. It also points to the necessity for commercial establishments in
the University area to provide off-street parking for all their customers.

University parking requirements and the volume of traffic to be anticipa-
ted preclude the use of streets or campus grounds to meet the parking

needs of commercial customers,

A separate but related parking problem arises when we consider student
housing for both single and married students. Inadequate parking faci-
lities for such students will result in student parking "spilling over"
into public streets and parking areas needed for other purposes.

4, Transportation

The increased commuter and special events traffic flow to be anticipated
will require the widening and improvement of the arterial streets in the
area, It will also necessitate provisions for easy access to the campus
and surrounding establishments without interfering with the flow of traf-
fic.

On the campus, the problem takes on another dimension. The heavy pedes-
trian traffic from parking centers to various educational buildings on the
campus will increasingly impede the flow of automobile traffic, Therefore,
we think that it may be necessary to restrict student parking to the
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peripheral areas of the campus and to construct traffic lanes to and
from the several academic centers for use of staff and citizens. It
will also be necessary to provide service access for the delivery of
supplies and equipment.

5, Housing for Students and Faculty

The University will tend to become an area institution. This trend,
plus the increasing size of our student population, is already creating
needs for additional dormitory facilities for single students, and
apartments for married students, Such housing should be located on
the periphery of the campus or on off-campus land near the campus.
We also are persuaded that the fraternity and sorority houses should
be located in areas related to the dormitory centers.

It is highly desirable that the faculty be housed in the University Area,
To realize this goal, it is essential that there be available homes at
prices that the faculty can afford. Furthermore, the schools avail-
able to the children of faculty members must be of a calibre which
will compare favorably with the standards maintained by other schools
in the city.

6. Commercial requirements of students and staff

In general, the University is badly situated insofar as adjacent commer-
cial services for students is concerned.

We must face up to two problems. First, we should decide what services
are to be provided on the campus and what services should be available
near the campus. Second, we should formulate standards for guiding the
location of commercial activities.

7. Community £acilities to meet the needs of faculty and students

We will include in this category churches, schools, parks and other
recreation facilities. Churches, parks and recreation areas should be
located in dormitory and housing areas and accessible without having
to cross a majox traffic way. Schools should be similarly located near
areas for housing married students and faculty members.

8. Open Space

This is a serious on-campus problem at all times. IE on-campus housing
grows to significant proportions, adequate play and recreation areas will
become equally important. These areas must be developed and then pro-
tected from encroachments.

i
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9. The Surrounding Neighborhood

This is a complex, yet extremely important element in any planning for
the future. It includes : (a) the relation of the University physical
plant to the neighborhood, (b) present and anticipated functions and uses
of the campus and its environs, (c) types of uses of the area surrounding
the University that are compatible with the functioning of the University
and (d) relations of the University with the people in its environs.

If the University is to have an effective voice in the development of this
area, it will be necessary to (a) develop definite plans for the growth of
the campus and (b) develop proposals for desirable use of areas contiguous
to the campus.

It would also be highly desirable to define what is meant by the University
environs, and which we will call the University Area. The area we have in
mind is that which is bounded by 25th Street on the north, 13th Street on
the south, Grove Avenue on the west and Edgemoor Avenue on the east.

Our interest in the University Area must extend to both the types of
activities carried on within the immediate environment of the University,
and the architectural and aesthetic characteristics of the Area, This
means that we are concerned with zoning, with the types of businesses
and theix location in the Area, and the type of construction in the imme-
diate environs of the University.

Just as our interest must extend beyond the immediate University campus,
our conclusions must encompass the interests and viewpoints of private
property. We believe that the University and private property owners in
the University Area have common interests and the objective of both should
be to discover and set forth policies which will achieve the highest and best
use of land in the University Area.

This makes it imperative that: (a) the University establish a planning body
for campus planning; (b) the University organize a University planning com-
ee to work with neighborhood groups in the University Area in a con-
tinuous and consistent program of study and discussion of planning problems;
and (c) we continue to work closely with the Metzopolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, and other government officials,

Your Committee was instructed to organize and develop the University's
concepts of planning for the University Area for presentation to the
Planning Commission, Our concern was, impliedly, to be with off-campus
planning problems, and our emphasis has been upon such problems. But a
clear-cut dichotomous division of the areas of concern was not feasible.

S




On-campus and off-campus problems are sufficiently interrelated that
the distinction must be one of emphasis rather than one of kind.

Further Analysis of Problems
I. University Area

There is a close community of interest between the University and the
residents and businesses in the area around the University campus, Their
interests are common and reciprocal,

Working together, they will not only be able to protect these interests,
but in doing so, will further the public interest of ‘Wichita and the State
of Kansas in higher education and in community welfare.

This University interest in its neighborhood is not new. The institution
has long maintained a number of activities off-campus and in the Univer-
sity community. The Institute of Logopedics, for example, is to be found
at Jardine and 2lst Street, some eight blocks west of the northwest corner
of the campus at 2lst and Hillside, Fraternity houses and dormitories are
located off the campus to the south, west, and east, and a new dormitory
complex is about to be constructed under private auspices at the northwest
corner of 21st and Hillside.

The University Area we have in mind is bounded by 13th Street on the south,
25th Street on the north, Grove Avenue on the west and Edgemooxr Avenue
on the east. This is the area of our concern. We recommend that a por-
tion of the above area, as yet to be defined, be mapped as a University
Zoning District by the M. A, P. C. As a separate zoning district, it
would permit the University to be given more land use flexibility and per-
mit the establishment of the types of uses which ordinarily cluster around
a University.

II. Expansion of Campus and University Facilities

These are primarily concerns of internal University administration, and
hence, we have not undertaken to develop proposed solutions, It must be
noted, however, that all plans of action adopted by the University should
be closely correlated with plans developed for -the University Area.

It will be necessary for us to determine the types of buildings needed,
their size, and the probable date of construction of each. Furthermore,
such planning should establish a broad pattern of buildings so as to bring
into closer proximity the buildings used for certain broad educational




purposes, e.g. Education Center, Engineering Center, Natural Science
Center, Social Science Center, etc,

Planning for these centers must include not only the facilities themselves
but such traffic and parking problems as (a) pedestrian traffic to, from
and between Centers, (b) parking for staff, and (c) service access for the
delivery of supplies and equipment,

To meet the recognized need for additional classroom, office, laboratory,
research and recreation facilities, the University must construct new
buildings and acquire increased land area., Acquiring 130 acres of the Crest-
view property will meet the needs f£or an enlarged core campus, and may
provide area for new housing facilities. The Core Campus, however, will
not provide land areas for all related research activities, student and
faculty housing needs, rising demands for parking facilities, and the land
needs of commercial establishments intended to serve the campus.

It seems most desirable, therefore, that the University set up a planning
committee and essential planning staff as soon as practicable,
I, Traffic and Parking

These problems are inextricably interrelated, and so must be considered
together,

The present flow of traffic to the campus is by means of the following

general routes:

(a) From the west--- (1) 13th Street to Hillside, or to Fairmount, or
Vassar
(2) 17th Street to Hillside, or to Yale, or Harvard,
or Roosevelt
(3) 21st Street to Hillside, or to Yale
(b) Erom the north-- (1) Hillside to 2Ist Street and then east on 2lst
Street, or to lot entrances on Hillside
(2) Oliver to 2lst Street, or 17th Street
() From the south-- (1) Oliver to 17th Street ;
(2) Hillside to 17th Street, or parking lot entrances
on Hillside
(d) From the east--- (1) 2lst Street to Yale, or to parking lot entrances
on 2lst Street
(2) 17th Street to Roosevelt, or to Harvard, or Yale,
or south campus entrance on Hillside




The flow of traffic described above creates congested conditions at
certain intersections immediately before 8 a.m., at noon, and to a
lesser degree at the time of class changes. These critical intersections
are at (a) Hillside and 17th Street, (b) Hillside and 2lst Street, (c) 17th
Street and Yale, and (d) 2lst Street and Yale. In short, the streets on
which congestion occurs are 17th, 2lst,and Yale. On days that public
events are held in the fieldhouse or at Veterans Stadium, congestion

at these intersections is sometimes even more acute.

Present ing and the entrances to them contribute to the congested
conditions. As indicated by the map at the end of this report, parking .
lots #1 (970 cars) and #2 (700 cars) may be entered directly from Hillside
and pose no particular problem. But the bulk of the traffic using parking
lots #3 (405 cars), #4 (470 cars), #5 (56 cars), #7 (292 cars), #8 (23 cars)
and #9 (10 cars) use Yale Avenue. Vehicular traffic to and from these
lots encounters the very heavy pedestrian traffic across Yale just east
of the Campus Activities Center. The situation would be materially
improved if Yale were blocked between 18th Street and the lane just north
of the Campus Activities Center. This would limit traffic entering Yale
£rom 17th Street to the use of the south end parking lots 5 and 7, and re-
quire traffic bound for lots #3, #4, #8, #9 and #12 to enter Yale from 2lst
Street. Traffic going to parking lots #6 (218 cars), #11 (60 cars) and #13
(100 cars) uses Harvard or Roosevelt Avenues. Both are relatively nar-
row streets on which parking is permitted. Prohibiting street parking
would relieve the situation, This would also be helpful to property owners
in the area,

Student housing has contributed to our traffic problem. Students are
housed in apartments and fraternity houses on Vassar Avenue and in apart-
ments and Brennan Halls on Yale. Most of these students must cross 17th
Street at Vassar or Yale Avenues as pedestrians during the peak periods
for vehicular traffic. This pedestrian traffic should be protected by
traffic signals with consideration being given to an elevated crosswalk if
future conditions warrant,

Almost nonexistent parking lot facilities for the fraternity houses, and
inadequate parking lot facilities for Brennan Halls and the tennis courts
on the campus adjacent to 17th Street encourage on-street parking in this
area, Thus, they contribute further to the congestion in this area. Pro-
hibiting the use of parking lots #4, #5, #6 and #7 to students living in
Brennan Halls, Grace Wilkie Hall and the fraternity houses would reduce
traffic congestion,

To alleviate a situation that is growing worse each year we believe that:

(a) 17th must be improved to a four-lane arterial street from Oliver to
Hillside




(b) a parking facility be established adjacent to the campus within the
area bounded by 17th Street on the north, 16th Street on the south,
Fairmount Avenue on the west, and Yale Avenue on the east, and

(c) commercial activities within this area should be discouraged

In other words, your committee is persuaded that, at this point in time,
there should be no additional commercial establishments on 17th Street
£rom Hillside Avenue to Oliver Avenue, and on Hillside Avenue from 17th
Street to 2lst Street. After additional traffic lanes are completed and
adequate traffic controls have been established on 17th Street, and off-
campus parking facilities have been provided on 17th Street (between
Fairmount Avenue and Yale Avenue) and on Hillside Avenue (between 17th
Street and 2lIst Street), then businesses compatible with the predominant
use of the area should be encouraged on 17th Street and Hillside Avenue,
All such businesses should, however, provide adequately for all customer
parking,

With all evidence pointing toward a doubled University enrollment by 1975,
we have examined the "Wichita Proposed Major Street System Estimated
Volumes" with keen interest, We are impressed with this study and ac-
cept its probable accuracy, although we suggest that the traffic volume
predicted for 17th Street may be too modest,

We also studied the "Urban Land Area Transportation Plan Proposals" of
the Planning Department, The projected arterial and expressway systems
would appear to meet our future needs. We emphatically subscribe to the
importance of the Northeast Expressway to the completion of the pattern.

IV. Housing for Students and Faculty

We do not feel well enough informed to forecast the amount of student
housing needed in the future. Wheatshocker Halls and the housing complex
to be built near the northwest corner of Hillside Avenue and 2lst Street
should meet our immediate needs. If added University housing is called
for, it should be located on the Crestview property.

Upon inquiry, we found that neither fraternities nor sororities have
present building plans, although they are aware of the long-range needs
of the University. We are persuaded that eventually both fraternity and
sorority houses will need to be relocated.

The problem of housing for married students is a growing one. Duplexes
or four-plexes for faculty members and married students that would rent
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for $80 to $110 per month are favored by some members of the committee.
However, we have not had time to give this matter the attention it de-
serves.

There will continue to be a need £or faculty residential properties in
the price range of $15,000 to $35,000. They should be located in the
University Area. Again, realization of concept will depend upon several
basic factors such as the quality of the public schools in the district.

V. Types of commercial establishments

Professional and institutional offices, and research and testing lab-
oratories should preferably be located in the immediate environs of
the University.

Parking facilities (ground and multi-level) should be in close proximity to
campus centers attended by public audiences, and near academic centers
located on the periphery of the campus. We think consideration should
be given to multi-level parking facilities both on and off campus for stu-
dents and faculty, with these Eacilities being supported by parking fees
collected from users, Filling stations and garages belong in areas adja-
cent to parking facilities.

There are other services and establishments required by the University
Area. Thus, the need for a modern motel is indicated, A pre-school
nursery will be needed by both married students and faculty families.
A motion picture theatre, which may be used for other types of enter-
tainment is desirable although the committee has not determined its
commercial feasibility at this time.

In area near housing facilities we envision needs for (a) eating places

and food catering sexvices, (b) bookstores, (c) art stores, including art
displays and supplies, (d) music shops, (e) dry cleaning and laundry services,
(£) barber and beauty shops, (g) shops of several kinds for groceries, drugs
and cosmetics, jewelry, sporting goods, clothing, photographic equipment
and supplies, flowers and gifts, and (h) recreation facilities for such ac-
tivities as bowling, pool, snooker and dancing. This list represents the
best judgment of the committee, but is not based upon a systematic sur-
vey and analysis, Sucha study by the College of Business Administration
is suggested.

These facilities should be near the University but need not be located in
the immediate environs of the University. Their location and off-street
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parking facilities required of each should be such that they will not
impede the flow of traffic on present and projected traffic arterials.

VI. The Campus Area--relations between University and neighborhood
groups

It seems appropriate that the University should be interested in not

only the use pattern but the architectural and aesthetic environment of
both the campus and surrounding off-campus areas. The history of other
educational institutions clearly indicates that unless positive counter
measures are taken, the properties surrounding the University will de-
preciate. The area will tend to become a hodgepodge of cheap garish
structures which will depreciate rapidly. This unhappy development can
only be prevented by the concerted efforts of both the residents of the
University Area and the University, It calls for an educational process,
a part of which is a deeper appreciation of aesthetic gualities,

Concern for the aesthetic environment of the community is being ex-
pressed by local governmental authorities, civic and professional groups,
and by individuals. We should avail ourselves of this proferred help.

But we must do more, The University should organize a permanent Uni-
versity planning liaison committee which will help organize and work with
neighborhood improvement committees, In this effort we feel confident
of receiving invaluable assistance from the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, and other interested groups and
individuals,

Recapitulation of Recommendations

I, That the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Com-
mission establish a University Zoning District which will include the
University campus. Planning and zoning provisions for such District
would differ in some respects from those of other parts of the City
and County.

II, That Wichita State University establish, as soon as practicable,
a Planning Committee served by the necessary staff. This body would
have two major functions, as follows:

A, To develop plans and approximate time-tables for the growth of
campus facilities and area; and

B, To work with neighborhood groups, the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, other officials, and interested
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citizens in studying and working out solutions to problems of common
interest to the University and residents in the University Area.

I, That the plans to make 17th Street a four-lane arterial street as
far east as Oliver Avenue be completed as scheduled for 1967 in the City's
Capital Improvement Program.

IV. That additional traffic controls be imposed upon traffic on 17th
Street between Hillside Avenue and Oliver Avenue.

V. That Yale Avenue be closed between 18th Street and the campus road
just north of the Campus Activities Center, and that students living in

‘the fraternity houses, Brennan Halls, and Grace Wilkie Hall not be per-
mitted to use Parking Lots #4, #5, #6 and #7.

VI, That the arterial and expressway systems projected in the Trans-
portation Study would appear to meet our future needs.

VII, That parking facilities paid for by parking fees be established on
17th Street and on 2lst Street.

VI, That the establishment of additional commexcial enterprises on
17th Street and Hillside Avenue be discouraged until adequate traffic
and parking facilities have been developed. Thus, we are opposed to
requests for zoning changes that would permit the establishment of
additional commercial enterprises on 17th Street between Hillside
Avenue and Oliver Avenue.

IX. That all commercial enterprises on streets in the immediate
environment of the University be required to provide parking facilities
for all customers.

X. That all student housing developments be required to provide ade-
quate parking spaces for their students, and that fraternity and sorority
houses be eventually located in the student housing areas. The minimum
parking areas required for these houses should take into account the fact
that a majority of the membership of the Greek fraternities and sorori-
ties on the Wichita State University campus does not reside in the Chapter
house,

XI, That the need for additional housing for students, housing for married
students, and residential properties for faculty members should be given
further study by the University.
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‘WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY
WICHITA, KANSAS 67208

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

December 9, 1965

Mr, M. John Trout, Chairman
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission

Dear Mr, Trout:

As you will recall, on the earlier occasion of a request for zoning change involving
property at the corner of Vassar and Seventeenth Streets, you were kind enough
to postpone decision on this request until we had had time to present the Univer-
sity's concepts of planning for the University area.

A University Liaison Committee on Planning Concepts for the University Area
was empaneled and I am pleased to present its report to you,

I hope the report will fairly represent the position of the University relative to
the area-environment in which it is located,

If we can be of any further service to you, please do not hesitate to call upon us,
Again, my thanks for your cooperation,

Sincerely yours,

Emory l t, President

Wichita State University
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November 19, 1965

President Emory Lindquist
Wichita State University
Wichita, Kansas

Dear President Lindquist:

You then appointed a University Liaison Committee on Planning Concepts
For The University Area consisting of:

Dr, Cornelius P, Cotter Head, Department of Political Science
Dr. V. Robert Easterling  Vice President for Operations

Mz, Glen Gardner Executive Vice President for Board of

Trustees
Mz, Arthur C, Risser Head, Department of Engineering Graphics
Dr, Hugo Wall Vice President for Academic Affaire

The Committee has worked diligently and présents its report to you,

Much remains to be done, but we have gone as far as was possible in
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President Emory Lindquist
Page Two
November 19, 1965

the limited time available. In our deliberations we availed ourselves
of the information and advice so generously given us by Mr, C. Bickley
Foster and members of his Planning staff and are deeply appreciative
of this help. The contents of our report, however, reflect the best
judgment of the Committee.

Respect£ully yours,
/Md v

Hugo Wall, Chairman
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE

Basic Assumptions

The Committee made two basic assumptions:

(a) That the University enrollments and activities will continue to
grow, and

(b) that we must give thought to the establishment of types of uses
which we desire to see cluster about the University but which will
not be located on University property.

Specifically, we based our recommendations upon the following enrollment

estimates:

1970 - 14, 600 students

1965 - 10,500 students
1980 - 25,000 or more students

1975 - 21,000 students

Powell, Director of Institutional Research.)

(Estimates provided by Dean
s appears as we proceed with the report.

Our analysis of desirable use:

Areas of Concern Identified by the Committee

The Committee identified nine basic problems or ares of concern. They
are listed below but not in a rank order.

1, Expansion of the Campus Area

The need £or the enlargement of our present campus boundaries is appar-
ent. State policy has been to rely upon the local community to provide
such land, and the problem is being actively dealt with by our University

Board of Trustees.

We understand that the University's intention is to enlarge the core
campus by acquiring 130 acres of the Crestview property. However, this
e need for land areas required for such auxiliary

leaves unanswered th
activities as research, certain housing facilities, parking, arterial

streets and commercial establishments to serve the campus,
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2, The need for classroom, office, laboratory, research and recreation
facilities. All will require additional buildings.

3, Parking Facilities

Wichita State University is largely an urban rather than a residential
institution. This means that at present, 75% of our students commute
to and £rom the campus. For this reason, severe driving restrictions
upon either students or staff are impracticable,

The consequence is that even though we now have much more parking

area on our campus than many universities, our present parking facilities
are proving inadequate to +the needs of our 10,500 students and 700 faculty
and staff members. By 1975 these needs will more than double, It will
also be necessary to provide parking facilities for citizens attending
meetings, athletic events and other University sponsored activities.

The above situation points to the fact that parking facilities both on

and near the campus must be substantially increased within the next de-
cade. It also points to the necessity for commercial establishments in
the University area to provide off-street parking for all their customers.
University parking requirements and the volume of traffic tobe anticipa-
ted preclude the use of streets or campus grounds to meet the parking

needs of commercial customers.

A separate but related parking problem arises when we consider student
housing for both single and married students, Inadequate parking faci-
lities for such students will result in student parking "spilling over"
into public streets and parking areas needed for other purposes.

&

4, Transportation

The increased commuter and special events traffic flow to be anticipated
will require the widening and improvement of the arterial streets in the
area. It will also necessitate provisions for easy access to the campus
and surrounding establishments without interfering with the flow of traf-

fic.

On the campus, the problem takes on another dimension. The heavy pedes-
trian traffic from parking centers to various educational b gs on the
campus will increasingly impede the f£low of automobile traffic. Therefore,
we think that it may be necessary to restrict student parking to the
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peripheral areas of the campus and to construct traffic lanes to and
£rom the several academic centers for use of staff and citizens. It
will also be necessary to provide service access for the delivery of
supplies and equipment.

5. Housing for Students and Faculty

The University will tend to become an area institution. This trend,
plus the increasing size of our student population, is already creating
needs for additional doxrmitory facilities for single students, and
apartments for married students. Such housing should be located on
the periphexy of the campus or on off-campus land near the campus.
We also are persuaded that the fraternity and sorority houses should
be located in areas related to the dormitory centers.

1t is highly desirable that the faculty be housed in the University Arxea.
To realize this goal, it is essential that there be available homes at
prices that the faculty can afford. Furthermore, the schools avail-
able to the children of faculty members must be of a calibre which
will compare favorably with the standards maintained by other schools
in the city.

6. Commercial requirements of students and staff

In general, the University is badly situated insofar as adjacent commexr-
cial secvices for students is concerned.

We must face up to two problems. First, we should decide what sexvices
are to be provided on the campus and ‘what services should be available
near the campus. Second, we should Formulate standards for guiding the
Jocation of commercial activities.

7. Community facilities to meet the needs of faculty and students

We will include in this category churches, schools, parks and other
recreation facilities. Churches, parks and recreation areas should be
located in dormitory and housing areas and accessible without having
to cross a major traffic way. Schools should be similarly located near
areas for housing married students and faculty members.,

8. Open Space

This is a serious on-campus problem at all times. If on-campus housing

grows to significant proportions, adequate play and recreation areas will
become equally important. These areas must be developed and then pro-

tected from encroachments.
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9. The Surrounding Neighborhood

This is a complex, yet extremely important element in any planning for
the future. It includes : (a) the relation of the University physical
plant to the neighborhood, (b) present and anticipated functions and uses
of the campus and its environs, (c) types of uses of the area surrounding
the University that are compatible with the functioning of the University
and (d) relations of the University with the people in its environs.

If the University is to have an effective voice in the development of this
area, it will be necessary to (a) develop definite plans for the growth of
the campus and (b) develop proposals for desirable use of areas contiguous
to the campus.

It would also be highly desirable to define what is meant by the University
environs, and which we will call the University Area. The area we have in
raind is that which is bounded by 25th Street on the north, 13th Street on
the south, Grove Avenue on the west and Edgemoor Avenue on the east.

Our interest in the University Area must extend to both the types of
activities carried on within the immediate environment of the University,
and the architectural and aesthetic characteristics of the Area. This
means that we are concerned with zoning, with the types of businesses
and their location in the Area, and the type of construction in the imme-
diate environs of the University.

Just as our interest must extend beyond the immediate University campus,

our conclusions must encompass the interests and viewpoints of private
property. We believe that the University and private property owners in
the University Area have common interests and the objective of both should
be to discover and set forth policies which will achieve the highest and best

use of land in the University Area.

This makes it imperative that: (a) the University establish a planning body
£or campus planning; (b) the University organize a University planning com-
mittee to work with neighborhood groups in the University Area in a con-
tinuous and consistent program of study and discussion of planning problems;
and (c) we continue to work closely with the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, and other government officials.

Your Committee was instructed to organize and develop the University's
concepts of planning for the University Area for presentation to the
Planning Commission. Our concern was, jmpliedly, to be with off-campus
planning problems, and our emphasis has been upon such problems. Buta
clear-cut dichotomous division of the areas of concern was not feasible.
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On-campus and of f-campus problems are sufficiently interrelated that
the distinction must be one of emphasis rather than one of kind.

Further Analysis of Problems
I. University Area

There is a close community of interest between the University and the
residents and businesses in the area around the University campus, Their
interests are common and reciprocal.

Working together, they will not only be able to protect these interests,
but in doing so, will further the public interest of Wichita and the State
of Kansas in higher education and in community welfare.

This University interest in its neighborhood is not new. The institution
has long maintained a number of activities off-campus and in the Univer-
sity community. The Institute of Logopedics, for example, is to be found
at Jardine and 21st Street, some eight blocks west of the northwest corner
of the campus at 21st and Hillside. Fraternity houses and dormitories are
located off the campus to the south, west, and east, and a new dormitory
complex is about to be constructed under private auspices at the northwest
corner of 2lst and Hillside.

The University Area we have in mind is bounded by 13th Stxeet on the south,
25th Street on the north, Grove Avenue on the west and Edgemoor Avenue
on the east. This is the area of our concern. We recommend that a por-
tion of the above area, as yet to be defined, be mapped as a University
Zoning District by the M. A. P. C. As a separate zoning district, it
would permit the University to be given more land use flexibility and per-
mit the establishment of the types of uses which ordinarily cluster around
a University.

I, Expansion of Campus and University Facilities

These are primarily concerns of internal University administration, and
hence, we have not undertaken to develop proposed selutions. It must be
noted, however, that all plans of action adopted by the University should
be closely correlated with plans developed for ‘the University Area.

It will be necessary for us to determine the types of buildings needed,
their size, and the probable date of construction of each. Furthermore,
such planning should establish a broad pattern of buildings so as to bring
into closer proximity the buildings used for certain broad educational
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purposes, e.g. Education Center, Engineering Center, Natural Science
Center, Social Science Center, etc.

Planning for these centers must include not only the facilities themselves
but such traffic and parking problems as (a) pedestrian traffic to, from
and between Centers, (b) parking for staff, and (c) service access for the
delivery of supplies and equipment.

To meet the recognized need for additional classroom, office, laboratory,
research and recreation facilities, the University must construct new
buildings and acquire increased land area. Acquiring 130 acres of the Crest-
view property will meet the needs for an enlarged core campus, and may
provide area for new housing facilities. The Core Campus, however, will
not provide land areas for all related research activities, student and
faculty housing needs, rising demands for parking facilities, and the land
needs of commercial establishments intended to serve the campus.

It seems most desirable, therefore, that the University set up a planning
committee and essential planning staff as soon as practicable.
I, Traffic and Parking

These problems are inextricably interrelated, and so must be considered
together,

The present £low of traffic to the campus is by means of the following

general routes:

(a) From the west--- (1) 13th Street to Hillside, or to Fairmount, or
Vassar
(2) 17th Street to Hillside, or to Yale, or Harvard,
or Roosevelt
(3) 21st Street to Hillside, or to Yale
(b) From the north-- (1) Hillside to 2Ist Street and then east on 2st
Street, or to lot entrances on Hillside
(2) Oliver to 2lst Street, or 17th Street
{c) From the south-- (1) Oliver to 17th Street
(2) Hillside to 17th Street, or parking lot entrances
on Hillside
(d) From the east-—- (1) 2lst Street to Yale, or to parking lot entrances
on 2lst Street
(2) 17th Street to Roosevelt, or to Harvard, or Yale,
or south campus entrance on Hillside
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The flow of traffic described above creates congested conditions at
certain intersections immediately before 8 a,m., at noon, and to a
lesser degree at the time of class changes. These critical intersections
are at (a) Hillside and 17th Street, (b) Hillside and 21st Street, (c) 17th
Street and Yale, and (d) 2lst Street and Yale. In short, the streets on
which congestion occurs are 17th, 2lst,and Yale. On days that public
events are held in the fieldhouse or at Veterans Stadium, congestion

at these intersections is sometimes even more acute.

Present parking and the entrances to them contribute to the congested

ons, As indicated by the map at the end of this report,
lots #1 (970 cars) and #2 (700 cars) may be entered directly £rom Hillside
and pose no particular problem. But the bulk of the traffic using parking
lots #3 (405 cars), #4 (470 cars), #5 (56 cars), #7 (292 cars), #8 (23 cars)
and #9 (10 cars) use Yale Avenue. Vehicular traffic to and from these
lots encounters the very heavy pedestrian traffic across Yale just east
of the Campus Activities Center. The situation would be materially
improved if Yale were blocked between 18th Street and the lane just north
of the Campus Activities Center., This would limit traffic entering Yale
from 17th Street to the use of the south end parking lots 5 and 7, and re-
quire traffic bound for lots #3, #4, #8, #9 and #12 to enter Yale from 2lst
Street, Traffic going to parking lots #6 (218 cars), #11 (60 cars) and #13
(100 cars) uses Harvard or Roosevelt Avenues, Both are relatively nar-
row streets on which parking is permitted, Prohibiting street parking
would relieve the situation, This would also be helpful to property owners
in the area,

Student housing has contributed to our traffic problem. Students are
housed in apartments and fraternity houses on Vassar Avenue and in apart-
ments and Brennan Halls on Yale. Most of these students must cross 17th
Street at Vassar or Yale Avenues as pedestrians during the peak periods
for vehicular traffic, This pedestrian traffic should be protected by
traffic signals with consideration being given to an elevated crosswalk if
future conditions warrant,

Almost nonexistent parking lot facilities for the fraternity houses, and
inadequate parking lot facilities for Brennan Halls and the tennis courts
on the campus adjacent to 17th Street encourage on-street parking in this
area. Thus, they contribute further to the congestion in this area. Pro-
hibiting the use of parking lots #4, #5, #6 and #7 to students living in
Brennan Halls, Grace Wilkie Hall and the fraternity houses would reduce
traffic congestion.

To alleviate a situation that is growing worse each year we believe that:

- (a) 17th must be improved to a four-lane arterial street from Oliver to
Hillside
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(b) a parking facility be established adjacent to the campus within the
area bounded by 17th Street on the north, 16th Street on the south,
Fairmount Avenue on the west, and Yale Avenue on the east, and

(c) commercial activities within this area should be discouraged

In other words, your committee is persuaded that, at this point in time,
there should be no additional commercial establishments on 17th Street
from Hillside Avenue to Oliver Avenue, and on Hillside Avenue from 17th
Street to 2lst Street, After additional traffic lanes are completed and
adequate traffic controls have been established on 17th Street, and off-
campus parking facilities have been provided on 17th Street (between
Fairmount Avenue and Yale Avenue) and on Hillside Avenue (between 17th
Street and 2lst Street), then businesses compatible with the predominant
use of the area should be encouraged on 17th Street and Hillside Avenue,
A1l such businesses should, however, provide adequately for all customer

parking.

With all evidence pointing toward a doubled University enrollment by 1975,
we have examined the "Wichita Proposed Major Street System Estimated
Volumes" with keen interest. We are impressed with this study and ac-
cept its probable accuracy, although we suggest that the traffic volume
predicted for 17th Street may be too modest.

We also studied the "Urban Land Area Transportation Plan Proposals" of

the Planning Department, The projected arterial and expressway systems
would appear to meet our future needs, We emphatically subscribe to the
importance of the Northeast Expressway to the completion of the pattern

IV. Housing for Students and Faculty

We do not £eel well enough informed to forecast the amount of student
housing needed in the future. Wheatshocker Halls and the housing complex
to be built near the northwest corner of Hillside Avenue and 2lst Street
should meet our immediate needs. If added University housing is called
for, it should be located on the Crestview property.

Upon inquiry, we found that neither fraternities nor sororities have
present building plans, although they are aware of the long-range needs
of the University, We are persuaded that eventually both £raternity and
sorority houses will need to be relocated,

The problem of housing for married students is a growing one. Duplexes
or four-plexes for faculty members and married students that would rent
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for $80 to $110 per month are favored by some members of the committee.
However, we have not had time to give this matter the attention it de-
serves.

There will continue to be a need for faculty residential properties in
the price range of $15,000 to $35,000, They should be located in the
University Area. Again, realization of concept will depend upon several
basic factors such as the guality of the public schools in the district.

V. Types of commercial establishments

Professional and institutional offices, and research and testing lab-
oratories should preferably be located in the immediate environs of
the University.

Parking facilities (ground and multi-level) should be in close proximity to
campus centers attended by public audiences, and near academic centers
located on the periphery of the campus, We think consideration should
be given to multi-level parking facilities both on and off campus for stu-
dents and faculty, with these facilities being supported by parking fees
collected from users, Filling stations and garages belong in areas adja-
cent to parking facilities.

There are other services and establishments required by the University
Area. Thus, the need for a modern motel is indicated. A pre-school

nursery will be needed by both married students and faculty families,
A motion picture theatre, which may be used for other types of enter-
tainment is desirable although the committee has not determined its
commercial feasibility at this time.

In area near housing facilities we envision needs for (a) eating places

and food catering services, (b) bookstores, (c) art stores, including art
displays and supplies, (d) music shops, (e) dry cleaning and laundry services,
(€) barber and beauty shops, (g) shops of several kinds for groceries, drugs
and cosmetics, jewelry, sporting goods, clothing, photographic equipment
and supplies, £lowers and gifts, and (h) recreation £acilities for such ac-
tivities as bowling, pool, snooker and dancing, This list represents the
best judgment of the committee, but is not based upon a systematic sur-
vey and analysis. Such a study by the College of Business Administration

is suggested.

These facilities should be near the University but need not be located in
the immediate environs of the University, Their location and off-street

it

s i S e 3

S




parking facilities required of each should be such that they will not
impede the flow of traffic on present and projected traffic arterials.

VI, The Campus Area--relations between University and neighborhood
groups

It seems appropriate that the University should be interested in not

only the use pattern but the architectural and aesthetic environment of
both the campus and surrounding of f-campus areas. The history of other
educational institutions clearly indicates that unless positive counter
measures are taken, the properties surrounding the University will de-
preciate, The area will tend to become a hodgepodge of cheap garish
structures which will depreciate rapidly., This unhappy development can
only be prevented by the concerted efforts of both the residents of the
University Area and the University. It calls for an educational process,
a part of which is a deepex appreciation of aesthetic qualities,

Concern for the aesthetic environment of the community is being ex-
pressed by local governmental authorities, civic and professional groups,
and by individuals. We should avail ourselves of this proferred help.

But we must do more. The University should organize a permanent Uni-
versity planning liaison committee which will help organize and work with
neighborhood improvement committees. In this effort we feel confident
of receiving invaluable assistance from the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, and other interested groups and

individuals,

Recapitulation of Recommendations

1. That the Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Com-
mission establish a University Zoning District which will include the
University campus, Planning and zoning provisions for such District
would differ in some respects from those of other parts of the City
and County.

II. That Wichita State University establish, as soon as practicable,
a Planning Committee sexved by the necessary staff, This body would
have two major functions, as follows:

A. To develop plans and approximate time-tables for the growth of
campus facilities and area; and

B. To work with neighborhood groups, the Metropolitan Area Planning
Commission, the Planning Department, other officials, and interested
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citizens in studying and working out solutions to problems of common
interest Lo the University and residents in the University Area.

HI. That the plans to make 17th Street a four-lane arterial street as
far east as Oliver Avenue be completed as scheduled £or 1967 in the City's
Capital Improvement Program.

IV. That additional traffic controls be imposed upon traffic on 17th
Street between Hillside Avenue and Oliver Avenue.

V. That Yale Avenue be closed between 18th Street and the campus road
just north of the Campus Activities Center, and that students living in

the fraternity houses, Brennan Halls, and Grace Wilkie Hall not be per-
mitted to use Parking Lots #4, #5, #6 and #7.

VI, That the arterial and expressway systems projected in the Trans-
portation Study would appear to meet our future needs.

VII. That parking £acilities paid for by parking fees be established on
17th Street and on 2lst Street.

VIII, That the establishment of additional commercial enterprises on
17th Street and Hillside Avenue be discouraged until adequate traffic
and parking facilities have been developed, Thus, we are opposed to

requests for zoning changes that would permit the establishment of
additional commercial enterprises on 17th Street between Hillside
Avenue and Oliver Avenue.

IX. That all commercial enterprises on streets in the immediate
environment of the University be required to provide parking facilities
for all customers. :

X. That all student housing developments be required to provide ade-
quate parking spaces £or their students, and that fraternity and sorority
houses be eventually located in the student housing areas. The minimum
parking areas required for these houses should take into account the fact
that a majority of the membership of the Greek fraternities and sorori-
ties on the Wichita State University campus does not reside in the Chapter
house.

XI. That the need for additional housing for students, housing for marxried
students, and residential properties for £aculty members should be given
further study by the University.




XI. That we now have a growing need for certain types of commercial
activities, that most of such establishments should be near the Univer-
sity but need not be located on streets fronting the University campus.
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