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NOTE: Point A must be higher than Peint B
so that water flows over the bales and
not around them.
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Optional: On the downstream side of the trench, roll out a length of eresion—control bignket
(scour apren) equal to the length of the trench Place the upstream edge of the erosion—
control ta%{miaet along the bottom upstream edge of the trench. The erosion control blanket
should be anchored in the trm:h m’_?éﬁ .m @# 8’ tmdscm s’t jples placed on 18 centers.
The remainder of the erosi tro {the port s not - m the tran' ”e)
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The remainder of the blanket should be anchored using two evenly spaced rows of 8 lundscape
staples on 18" centers placed perpendicular to the flowline of the ditch.
Place the bales in the trench, making sure that they are butted tight%y Two stokes should
be driven through each bale along the centeriine of the ditch check, approximately € to
8" in from the bale ends. Stakes should be driven at least 127 into. ﬁm ground.
Once dll the bales have been installed and onchored, ploce the excavoted soil against the
upstream side of the check and compact it. The compacted soil should be no more than 37 to
4" deep and extend upstream no more than 24",

f scour dpron.

List of common placement/instaliation mistakes to avoid:

Do not place o bale ditch check directly in front of a culvert cutlet. 1t will not stand up
to the concentrated flow.

Do not place ditch checks in ditches that will likely experience high flows. They will
not stand up to concentrated flow,

Follow prescribed ditch-check spacing guidelines. If spacing quidelines are exceeded,
erosion will occur between the ditch checks.

Do not allow water to flow around the ditch check. Make sure that the ditch check is long
enough so that the ground level at the ends of the check is higher than the top of the
lowest center bale.

Do not ploce bale ditch checks in channels with shallow soils underlain by rock. If the
check is not anchored sufficiently, it will wosh out.

Bole ditch checks must be dug into the ground. Bales at ground level do not work because
they allow water to flow under the check.

Inspection and Muintenance:

Bale ditch checks should be inspected every 7 doys and within 24 hours of a rainfall of
1/2° or more. The following is a list of questiens that should be addressed during each

inspection:
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storage capucity behitid the barrier is drastically reduced. Timely remcwl of sediment
must occur for a barrier to operate properly in this ltcatwn

Proper Instollation Method:

Excavate a trench around the perimeter of the area inlet that is at least 4 deep by a
bale’s width wide.

Place the bales in the trench, making sure that they are butted tightly. Some boles may
need to be shortened to fit into the trench around the area inlet. Two stakes should be
driven through each bale, approximgtely 6" to 8 in from the bale ends.

3t should be driven ot least 12" into the ground.

Once all the bales have been installed and anchored, place the excavated soil against the
ms%m% side of the barrier and compact it. The compacted soil should be no more than
T to 4 deep.

Note: When o bule areo inlet barrier is plaged in o shallow median ditch, moke sure that
the top of the barrier is higher than the paved road. In this cenfiguration, water may
spread onto the roadway cousing ¢ hazerdous condition.

List of common placement instaliotion mistakes to avoid:

Bales should be placed directly against the perimeter of the ares inlel. This allows
overtopping water to flow directly into the inlet instead of onto nearby seil causing scour.
Bale area inlet borriers must be dug inte the ground. Bales at ground level do not work
ecause they allow water to flow under the barrier.
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Does water flow under the grea inlet barrier?
Does water flow through spaces b between abutting boles?
Are any bales disledged?
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List of common_placement/installation mistakes to avoid:

When practical, do not place bale slope barriers across contours. Sia;;e barders should

be placed along contours to avoid a concentration of flow. Concentrated flow over a slope
barrier creates a scour hole on the downslope side of the barrier. The scour hele

eventually undermines the bales ond the barier fails.

Do net place bale slepe barriers in areas with shallow soils underlain by rock. If the

barrier is not anchored sufficiently, it will wash out.

Bale slope barriers must be dug into the ground. Bales at ground level do not work because
they oliow water to flow under the barrier.

inspection and Maintenence:

Bale slope barriers should be inspected every 7 days and within 24 hours of a rainfall of
1/2" or more. The following is a list of questions that should be addressed during each
inspection:

Are there ony points clong the slope barrier where water is concentrating?
Does water flow under the slope barrier?

Does water flow through spaces between abutting bales?

Are any bales dislodged?

Are bales decomposing due to age and/or water damage?

Does sediment need to be removed from behind the slope barrier?
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Are bales decomposing due to age and lor water damage?
Does sediment need to be removed from behind the difch check?




